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LENDING

Experience Simple.
You've worked hard for your ho
Let us [ind you the right loan.
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Cedric Campbell
Loan Officer

(949)309-2402
(844) 673-7123 ext 700

cedric@equityi23iending.com

NMLS# 2033794

Now serving Washington, California, and Colorado.

Find us at Equity123Lending.com
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From the President’s Desk
Dear Agomoni Family,

Saarod Subhechcha (*1t2Iw ®wtewz1) & Hearty Season’s Greetings to one and all!

On behalf of Team Agomoni, | am grateful for our many blessings, at the center of which are your many contributions! Our
ancestors wisely guided us to stay focused on our actions and not worry about the fruits — now made popular with the term
“Karma”. If | were to summarize the 5 years of Agomoni’s fabled journey, it is the result of each member’s incessant toil and
the unfailing support of our well-wishers. Our goal has been simple — to get together to rebuild nostalgia from our growing-
up years and enjoy the process while we are at it. In return, we have many rewards to account for today as we celebrate our
5-year milestone. | highlight three key aspects of the rewards in sight: Community, Culture, and Building a Legacy!

In the midst of a global pandemic, our resilience as a community shine through. Our hearts fill with pride and humility when
families in many parts of India receive aid through our philanthropic partners like Mukti, Sewa, Ramakrishna Mission &
Bharat Sevashram; when seniors in our local community are served by MealsOnWheels, or when we do our bit to fight the
wildfires around us, and so much more. The intent of our Para-r-Pujo was always built on the foundation of being able to
give back and we have come a long way in making a difference, of becoming a local force with global impact!

In our own ways, we broaden our horizon by adapting and seeking from global cultures while staying connected to our rich
roots. Our musicals, dances, dramas, write-ups, and artworks-on the Agomoni platform keep getting richer with the fusion
of eastern and western influences. While we celebrate the well-accomplished and trained artists, we encourage the
uninitiated to share the limelight too. Here, you can spread your wings of artistic expression! Our platform brings out to the
fore the hidden talents of so many people, often after decades of dormancy. We keep expanding our horizons through new
endeavors like STEM programs, Business Melas, and more. Our DNA is all about nurturing each other and that is the broader

culture we can all rejoice in!

Diversity and inclusion are central to our guiding principles. It is crystal clear that we are taking small but strong strides in

bridging many cultures and celebrating the ethos of the longest surviving human civilization that is summarized by this

phrase from the Maha Upanishads — Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (agﬁ—q' PCFIRH or W FLFA) — meaning the “World is

one family”. It is heartwarming to see our next generation taking the torch ahead; we are truly building a legacy to be proud

of!

May this Puja be blissful, as we spiritually immerse in worshipping Mother Nature and renew ourselves through food, fun,
and festivities. | personally thank each one of you as | prepare to hand over the baton of Agomoni’s Presidentship at the end
of this calendar year while continuing to serve as a foot soldier that each one of us is. | am richer from the opportunity to
serve you. Our winning mantra encompasses humility, inclusion, service, and compassion - congratulations for what we have
achieved so far, and eagerly look forward to evolving and growing together. Keep up the good work!

Stay Safe, Stay Connected! Best wishes and Happy Durga Puja!

Shouvik Ray

Chief Editor- Debarati Talapatra
Editors and Proofreaders- Arundhati Banerjee, Lopa Dutta, Shrabana Ghosh,
Sohini Chaudhuri, Sauravi Mazumder and Tania Bhattacharya
Cover Photography (Front Cover)- Pronabesh Das
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Get a Head Start
On MATH
This School Year!

Is it your child’s goal to get ahead in
math this fall?

Give your child a clear advantage.

Reserve your space now!

& = ,_.;,'l" - 8 . LAy
£ A . = A

Ramp Up Your Math Skills For Success!

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS
GRADES 1-12 « PRE-ALGEBRA < ALGEBRA1 &2 ¢ GEOMETRY
PRE-CALCULUS & CALCULUS = SAT/ACT PREP

1 WEEK FREE

TUTORING & HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

Flat Monthly Fee.

Drop-in any time during regular hours, whenever it's convenient.

MNHNASIUM”

The Math Learning Center
We Make Math Make Sense

2240 Camino Ramon, Ste. 120 3435 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 915 Main Street, Ste. D
(Between Crow Canyon Rd. & Norris Canyon Rd.) (At Golden Gate Way) (At Del Valle Parkway)
San Ramon Lafayetie Pleasanton

(925) 806-0600 (925) 283-4200 (925) 462-8411

B www.mathnasium.com 0N iy
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Tel : (925) 227-1600 ‘ h Patel
Fax : (925) 227-1601 Shavesh Pate
Open Daily 9.30am-9.00pm

T

'

5700 Santa Rita Road Suite M

Pleasanton. CA 94588 Email ; kamalspices10@gmail.com
Corner of 580 & Santa Rita Website : www.kamispices.com

Dear AGOMONI Team,
Namaste! | hope you and your family are doing well.

On behalf of Sewa International USA, | would like to express my deep appreciation and gratitude for your generous
donation of $2830 for the "Coronavirus Response Fund”. Donation receipt will be emailed once your check is deposited

Sewa International has been actively responding to the Coronavirus pandemic for the past fourteen months. Your generous
donation will help in the operation of COVID-19 non-medical help lines, or any of the other services we are providing,
including supplying of personal protective equipment (PPE) to healthcare workers and other essential personnel;
supporting international students by making provisions for food and shelter; answering travel related queries; providing
case management for individuals and families requiring long term assistance; conducting periodic webinars with
physicians, therapists, immigration attorneys, and other professionals: or supporting and helping protect vulnerable
populations by delivering essentials like food, groceries, medicines, etc

Sewa International could not do what it does without caring persons like you. For more information on how your donation
is helping make a difference in the lives of s0 many in the community, we invite you to visit our website
at https://sewausa.org/Covid-19.

Once agamn, on behalf of Sewa International, | thank you very much for your gencrosity and support. We sincerely
appreciate your team's partnership with Sewa volunteers

Together we serve better

Sincerely,
Arun Kankani

President, Sewa International USA
P.O. Box 820867, Houston
TX 77282-0867, Tax 1D: 20-0638718
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All Too Well

Srishti Mazumder

| drove past the town sign with the wind in my hair. | never
really thought I'd be back here. But | couldn’t just leave my
most precious gift back in my parent’s old house. So here |
was driving through my old street with old memories flying
past me. Everything looked the same. The trees were taller,
the sidewalk a little darker, and the roads a little different.
The nostalgia just seemed to get worse when | drove past my
old middle school. Something in me wanted to go in for a
look, and to remember all the good times.

So, | parked my car outside, and walked right
through the gate. Since it was a Saturday there was no one
in there, just me in my new clothes looking at the place. The
blue paint on the lockers were more chipped, and the
hallways still smelled like freshly sharpened pencils. | walked
past a small classroom, the principal’s office, and finally past
the cafeteria. | could smell the ghost of hamburgers, and the
stage looked as big as ever. With a single glance at the big
blue curtains, | immediately thought of Vivi. My best friend.
| remember it all too well.

| had just started taking guitar classes a month ago
and Vivi insisted that | was amazing. “You’re going to be the
next Dolly Parton!” she said with such excitement.

“I just started Vivi... I'm not that good.” | replied with a sigh.
“Yes,you are! You should play at the Talent Show!”

“No, that’s your thing. You know | have stage fright.”

Vivi was always the outgoing one, while | sat in the back and
watched her. She danced, sang, and acted all in one. | was
too scared to play at the Talent Show, but when sign ups
were out Vivi begged me to sign up. | had a song memorized,
and | thought that it couldn’t hurt to at least audition. So, |
signed up right next to Vivi.

A week later was my audition and | was so nervous.
Vivi assured me that there would only be teachers. They
were the only ones who would hear me play for now. So,
when the teacher called me in, | was significantly less
nervous. | pulled my guitar strap on and sat on the chair. |
began playing and tried not to look at the teachers, which
worked! | played through the whole song and didn’t miss a
single note. The teachers started clapping and told me | was
going to be in the Talent Show the week after.

For the entirety of the next week, | remember
practicing until my fingers hurt. | couldn’t embarrass myself
in front of the entire student body. There was no way. So, |
had to play the entire song perfectly. Besides, the teachers
thought | was good so it couldn’t be that bad. Boy, was |
wrong? The night of the Talent Show | paced in the
performer’s room backstage. The butterflies in my stomach
refused to leave, and my hands were slick with sweat.

“I promise you'll do great,” Vivi said with a hand on my back.
“You’re only saying that because you do this every year.
What if | mess up?” | replied with a shaky voice.

“You won't! You practiced all week, there’s no way you'll
mess up,”

I sighed and tried to dry my hands with a napkin but
it was no use. Finally, the teacher called me up to the stage,
and once | got in my seat all | could see were the loads of
people in front of me. | saw my parents, and every kid in the
school, and other people’s parents. | tried to grab my guitar
and start playing but | was frozen. All | could focus on was
the audience burning holes in my head with their eyes. |
could feel the bile rising up in my throat, and the tears
welling up in my eyes. And, before | could think | felt my feet
running off stage leaving my guitar and all of my dignity up
there with it.

Of course, it only seemed like that because | was
only 13. | thought it was going to be the worst night of my
life, but it actually ended quite nicely. All thanks to Vivi.
While | was sitting under a tree bawling my eyes out, Vivi was
right there next to me. Consoling me, convincing me | hadn’t
made a fool of myself, and cheering me up. She had missed
her own time slot just for me. And, she really did make me
feel so much better.

“Vivi, you're going to miss your performance time” | said
quietly.

“Forget about that, silly. | can’t leave my best friend crying
like this! Besides, | perform every year,” she whispered while
hugging me.

“still, | feel awful,”

“Don’t worry... | have an idea”

Turns out Vivi’s idea was just what | needed. We sat
outside until almost everyone was gone, and when we were
sure there was no one left we snuck back in. Vivi explained
what was going on to my parents, and she took the candles
that were originally going to be for her performance and lit
them around the stage. There | took a seat in front of my
parents, Vivi’s parents, and Vivi herself and finally played my
song. It was my favorite, and | didn’t miss a note.

Being at the cafeteria, looking at the stage, and
thinking of that story makes me miss Vivi so much. | have no
idea where she is now, or what she’s doing, but she really
was one of my best friends. | finally walk back to my car, and
drive to my parent’s old house. | grabbed my guitar, and the
red scarf Vivi gave to me when we graduated, and drove

back home.

*‘ﬁ'ﬁ*ﬁﬁ*‘kﬁ
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Admission
Planner
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Because we believe
every hardworking student
has a college waiting for them

We assist in finding that perfect fit

For more information:

Visit www.admissionplanner.com
or call Millie Roy at (925) 915 7770
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Miraya Mitra

Evani Snyder
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AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
CALL FOR A

WE WILL SHOP

MANJIT GILL KEN GILL
DIRECTOR INSURANCE ADVISOR
CA LIC# OB2399%0 CA LICH OL79893

AUTO. HOMES L.Z.LIFE.BUSINESS S .HEALTH

GILL FINANCIAL (510)888-1180

&INSURANCE SERVICES GILL@GILLFINANCIAL.COM
R e Y. Ca e 39 WWW.GILLFINANCIAL.COM

Shreyan Bose Aryaman Majumdar
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of Contra Costa & Solano RERN rNIAS

611 1074 ~ed " 52414

February 22, 2021

Agomoni
11040 Bollinger Canyon Road., Suite £ 954
San Ramon, CA 94582

Thank you so much for your February 22, 2021 food danation to the Food Bank of Contra Costa and
Solano. The 283 pounds of food you collected equates Lo 319 meals for our neighbors struggling to
make ands meet

Kow does your hard work make a difference? Since the Covid pandemic began in March, 2020 the Food
Bank has been supporting 280,000 people each month. That is 100,000 more people seeking help than
just a few months ago In Fiscal Year 2019 you helped us distribute about 25,000,000 pounds of foed.
The last year we were up to 31,000,000 pounds and we are on track to hit 40,000,000 pounds this
current year

While the need is great ~ the community has risen to the challenge. Thanks to genercus and energetic
fo'ks like you who crganize food drives, no one has been turned away. This would not happen If
everyone waited for “someone else” to make it happen. It was up to YOU, and YOU did it!

Maitreyi Bandyopadhyay

We know there is a bright future ahead, with the virus under control and the economy booming back,
but it will take all of us working together to bring it about

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions,
It zakes a village to feed a village

Thank you for being a part of the solution,

-

Nei./z,@m/ N

Food DriveAdministrator

Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano
idrive @foodbankees org

925.771.1315

Fed Tax D 94-2418054

Moulika Sanyal

Paramita Sanyal Sarang Neogy

WWW.AGOMONI.ORG WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BAYAREAAGOMONI




Unexpected Experiences at Sea

Shreela Goel

We were returning from London on the P & O cruises lines’
“SS Strathaird” in August 1959. | had turned twelve that year
and my brother was three. Having gone to school in London
where, for one shilling, we could buy daily hot lunches, | had
learnt to eat all types of food. | was looking forward to sitting
with the adults and select foods from the adult menu and
enjoy some of the activities as well. | was really looking
forward to new experiences at sea. Indeed, it turned out to
be so, but not in the way | had expected. The SS Strathaird
was experiencing some engine trouble that year and our
departure had been delayed by a few days.

When we left from Tilbury Docks in Southampton, the cruise
lines thought they had resolved the engine problem. We
sailed through the rough waters of the Bay of Biscay through
the Straits of Gibraltar into the Mediterranean Sea. We had
enjoyed walking around the cities of Gibraltar and
Marseilles, along the French Riviera, and cruised into the
Mediterranean towards the boot of Italy, we passed the
volcanic island of Stromboli. It was fascinating watching the
periodic venting steam it was sending out to indicate “l am
alive.” But we never expected Mt. Etna to surprise us by
erupting as we sailed by giving us a stunning display of
fireworks. Soon after, suddenly, our ship came to an abrupt
halt, with a big noise that took all of us by surprise! After a
while, the captain announced, that the engine was giving
some trouble and it would take them a few hours to repair
the problem to resume our voyage. We waited patiently in
the ship as there was nothing else to do but to enjoy the
limited facilities on-board. The variety of activities in the late
50s was nothing compared to what we enjoy in today’s
luxury cruise-ships. Hours later, the repairs were completed.
We set-off towards Cairo as fast as the ship could move, to
make up time.

We sailed through the Suez Canal in the daylight. Both kids
and adults enjoyed the magic show by the “Gully-Gully” man
while we were cruising through the Canal into the Red Sea.
We enjoyed a pleasant cruise to the port of Aden where the
Red Sea meets the Arabian Sea. In Aden, merchants came up
to the ship to sell their unique goods. Bargaining, by gestures
was the only way the merchants and the customers could
communicate with each other. It was fun watching the
money and goods going back and forth between the people
on the ship and the merchants in their small boats using rope
creating a pulley-type of mechanism to send things back and
forth.

We set sail towards the Indian Ocean from the port of Aden
by early afternoon. The captain of the ship alerted us about
an impending storm, around 3PM, as the ship entered the
Indian Ocean. We were told that when the ship passed a
lighthouse on a rock, they would sound the ship’s siren just
before we entered the Indian Ocean. As we approached the
Indian Ocean, it appeared like a line had been drawn to
separate the Arabian Sea from the Indian Ocean.

WWW.AGOMONI.ORG

My mother was in our cabin just around 3PM and thought
she would visit the restroom with my brother, before coming
on deck. In the olden days, toilets and showers were not en-
suite. When Mom reached the common restrooms, she was
taken aback to find that a lady’s legs were sticking vertically
up above the toilet door. It appeared that she had fallen into
the toilet when the ship first hit the storm and plunged about
three stories downward. Mom ran to get help but like
present-day ships there were no phones to call for help. By
the time she got some help, it was too late for the poor old
lady! She had breathed her last. Sadly, we all saw a sea burial
on that voyage.

The skies were dark. Everyone was uneasy as the thunder
clapped loud and roared continuously as the lightening
flashed. The storm raged on for two days. The swells were
so high that our ship heaved up about three stories high and
plunged three stories down. Our ship swayed side-ways and
felt like the ship would capsize. The ship also pitched
downward and upward in its front and back. It was a scary,
dizzying experience. Our 28,000-ton ship was as if it was a
mere toy ship at the mercy of the angry seas. There were no
stabilizers on ships in those days, but | wonder if the modern
stabilizers could have stabilized a ship when there are
enormous upward swells. Maybe they could have reduced
the sideways tilts that made me feel the ship would capsize.
In the early days, sailing was just a cheaper mode of
transportation than airplanes.

We returned from London in the SS Straithaird in 1959

Passengers got sick. The stench of vomit was over-powering
indoor passageways. People were forbidden to venture onto
the open decks. All the deck furniture had been stored
somewhere. The chairs and tables in the dining room and
lounges were chained down so that they would not move.
Few passengers ventured out of their staterooms to eat or
enjoy activities.

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BAYAREAAGOMONI



It was wonderful smelling the fresh sea air, blue skies above
and a great relief for us all to see the calm seas as we
continued sailing toward Bombay (present-day Mumbai) for
another day and half. We saw some flying-fish landed on the
topmost deck to our surprise. It was a bad situation all
around as they were sloshing around the decks which also
had a lot of kelp and ocean life. Fortunately, the engine did
not fail during the stormy seas. We were able to sail out into
the calm ocean.

ANUKA GHOSH

h
o

¢

INTERO

A Berkshire Hathawiy Aff|iate

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
MONTGAGE - TITLE & ERCROW - NS URANCE

TURNS TO SOLD

A day and half later, we docked safely in Bombay. The ship
needed some major cleaning, so we were able to spend
more time with our friends who lived in Bombay. The rest of
the voyage to Colombo, where we disembarked, was
uneventful. Thereafter, as an adult, due to that experience,
| avoid transoceanic sailings and have cruised on many
itineraries close to land.

As an experienced Tri-Valley agent,
I am familiar with the most
appealing aspects of the area and
your neighborhood’s TRUE VALUE!

For Buyers:

® Qualify for up to 1% in rebates through
special programs with my preferred lender

* Fierce negotiator

 Expert in finding off-market deals to
minimize competition

For Sellers:

 Free Staging and Full Property Inspections

o Unlimited Digital Marketing
(Facebook/Google ads)

* Full service Real Estate solutions
(access to all kinds of vendors)

Anuka Ghosh, REALTOR®
669-261-3013

Anukagd@Intero.com
WWW.ANUKAGHOSH.COM
Dre# 02111442
£4ntero Real Estate Services. inc.. » Borkshive Hathaway Aftliate W ¥ o @
of Amarica. e All rights reserved. The k5go & b regieterad trademark of Ikers Roal Extate Sarvces. InG

Information deemad refabie bit not guarantoed. Ths is not ntended a5 3 SONCAION If you 30 listed WER s ves
anctrer broker:
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Habla

Tabla Lesson Offered
By

Pradosh Sarkar

(a senior student of Padmashri Pandit Swapan Chaudhuri)

oIn-Person & Zoom lesson
oFor all Levels
oTabla exam opportunity for the interested

Contact
Email : rhythmsnet.contact@gmail.com
Call/Text : (510) 364-2672

Wisk you all a very kappy Durga Puja and Dussera |

SAGAR
KOTHA

woemes  YOUr Results Realtor®

WINDEMERE

REALTY INC.

Personal Service, Probessional Resulls

925-231-5022 | sagarkk@yahoo.com
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Love is Love
Neetra Chakaborty

They take long walks through flowery fields,
Thinking of a life they’ll weave together,
Sharing sweet kisses and making memories,
Holding each other's hand.

They watch the waves crawl up on shore,
Sitting side by side on the calm beach,
Speaking of a love that’s forever,
Etching their names on the sand.

And then the day came to exchange their vows,
Their eyes lit with love, their hearts ablaze,
They promise their hearts to each other,

As they slide on the rings.

They stick together through ups and downs,
Make a safe, cozy, abode of their own,
Learning to live with the little joys and sorrows.

That family life brings. Souhardya Palit

Welcoming their child into their lives,
Proudly watch them say their first word,
Raising them with love and care,

And sending them into the big wide world,

Summers and autumns, winters and springs,
The years peacefully unfold,
But through graying hair and wrinkly skin
The love never grew old.

Through so many wonderful years,
Through every high and low,
Kenneth loved Josh, and Megan loved Kate
As much as Ethan loved Jo.

Every love is special, each one pure,
How can one be right and one wrong?
Love is Love and that’s all that matters.
It’s two hearts who choose to sing the same song.

Sreyan Biswas Ahana Mukherjee

WWW.AGOMONI.ORG WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BAYAREAAGOMONI
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Besani Paneer Without Onion and Garlic

Ingredients (Serves 4 -5)

Paneer-200 gms

Coriander Powder — 1 Tablespoon
Ginger —1inch

Besan — 1 Tablespoon

Turmeric — 1/2 Teaspoon

Red Chilli powder — 1 Teaspoon
Kashmiri Mirch — 1 Tablespoon
Cashew - 10-15 pods

Tomato — 2 Medium sized

Hing — 1 pinch

Cumin Seeds (Jeera) — 1 Teaspoon
Kasoori Methi — 1 Tablespoon
Fresh Cream — 1 Tablespoon
Cooking Qil — 2 Tablespoon

Tuhina Neogy and Saswata Neogy

Procedure (Total time 30min | Prep time 15min)

Grind the tomato, ginger, and cashew in a mixer.

Heat 1 tablespoon oil in a pan and shallow fry the paneer. Once
done keep aside the fried paneer in a plate.

Heat 1 tablespoon oil in a pan in medium heat. Add cumin
seeds and fry them till they start spluttering.

Add the besan and stir, till the color turns light brown and the
fried besan gives a nice aroma.

Add the tomato paste and cook over medium heat till the
tomato is soft and the raw smell away and the mixture starts
releasing oil. Keep stirring so that the besan mixes well in the
paste. 6. Add the dry spices (coriander powder, red chilli
powder, Kashmiri mirch powder, turmeric) and salt and cook
for another 5 minutes.

Add a cup of lukewarm water so that the paste does not
become too thick.

Bring the mixture to slight boil and add the previously fried
paneer.

Cover the pan with the lid and cook for 5 mins.

Crush the kasoori methi with your palm and add to the
simmering curry.

10. Turn of the flame and add the fresh cream.
11. Let the curry settle for 10 mins. Serve with Naan or Roti

UCEaz

College Admissions Made Easy

y
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Course outline Course outcome
@ Age:5 yearsand above. @  Students will be able to Speak and Read Bengali
® Onceaweek, 1 hour per class. at the "Basic Level” with increased fluency.
@ Convenient Weekend Timings. @ Students at the "Advanced Level" i
@  Includes Study Materials & Assignments will learn to Recite, Narrate Stories and Sing a few songs in Ben
® Individual and Group Classes Available. @ Students will get familiar with i

Bengal's festivals, rituals,
well known Bengali personalities in different fields.

About :

Chandrima Roy is a well known name in the performing arts space in Bengal.

+ A regular on stage, in radio and television, also a recording artist.
« Preformed at prestigious global events, including NABC 2021.

+ Faculty of Engineering at a college in Kolkata.

i

i
Contact 6 :
T [ |

™M kobitaykathalap@gmail.com 0 kobitay kathalap ‘= ¥
® +918392004526 B Chandrimaa Roy =
1

Course & Classes are offerd by

Kobitay Kathalap Chandrima Roy

Helping you afford the
American Dream.

Telt Us About Yourself, Choose Your Plan, Get Your Loan.
VRAJ Mortgage (NMLS 1D 2073719)
¢, (408)560-7119 & www.vrajmortgage.com 25 hello@vrajmortgage.com

Those that involve Home Purchase Loans and Refinance! Whether you’re buying a home or refinancing,
we're here for you to make it simply stress-free. Our vast industrial knowledge, quick exceptional service,
and smart loan plans make us the best full-service mortgage company. From a beautiful dream
of homeownership to a practical financial decision to refinance, we'll take your plan to thrive and reach for
experiences.

HITESHKUMAR
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Her Ever After
Kavya Vipul

Let me tell a tale

One you have surely heard before

Of a princess and the daring hero who saved her

It starts like they all do: once upon atime. ..

There lived a princess in a castle

Ch 1: The fair maiden is kidnapped

First, | ask you, why must she be fair?

Is it because she follows the rules society has drilled into
her Or because of the whitening cream, she has stashed
away in the back of her closet?

But second, why is she kidnapped?

The offense: her beauty

Both the standard and punishment, law and felony

For the heir must always be fair, must take her punishment
with grace, and accept that’s it time to

pay for her crime

Ch 2: The king proclaims that anyone who can save his
daughter will be made her husband

Because of course, she has no say in the matter

It’s not like it’s her life, she was just made to be a wife

A piece of the game, a toy for society to play with, property
that's meant to be sold

And who would object: Her mother, the queen?

Well, how do you think she got married?

Who do you think tied the noose of society around the
princesses’ neck, the one who handed her that first bottle
of whitening cream?

Ch 3: The prince saves the princess

Because she isn’t allowed to save herself

She was taught from day one in “Kidnapping 101”: Wait to
be saved

Even though a knife lies mere inches from the ropes that
hold her hands tight

Even though she’s figured out the guard schedule and could
easily escape at night

But no, the great savior has to cut her free, to take her back
to the cage she calls home

Ch 4: They were married and lived happily ever after
Shackled to a man she met seconds ago, knowing he’s only
there for her crown and innocence

A choice? No, these are just the consequences of being
what she is: an object with no voice

And so as the kingdom rejoices with glee, they forget that
their princess is no longer free

Back in a prison much worse than the one she was held
captive in: the clutches of society

And of course, she can’t save herself, but this time there is
no one to liberate her either

This is her forever after
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Ziyana Chakrabarty Vikram Snyder

“Mama and Baby Brother,”
by Zara Nikita Dash, April 16,
2021, three days before little

brother arrived.

Sharmishtha Singh

Shreya Dey Ahana Mukherjee
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Trisha.-c

Ritrija Mandal Trisha C.

Photograph By Kinnar Kumar Sen
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May Maa Durga blesses us with Peace, Prosperity & Happiness.
Greetings and Best Wishes from Anandi
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A 501c3 international non-profit organization fostering a love for STEM (science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics) in kids from a young age through free education.

www.welovestem.org | admin@welovestem.org

Curious Child

Saptarshi Samanta

As the sun light fills the bedroom space, | am greeted by two cute little eyes staring in my face; She gives me a sweet little smile
and pulls my hair, She seems to be saying “Wake up! | have to see the world out there!” Curiosity is gnawing away at my little
girl’s mind, She seems to be saying “So much to explore! So much to find!”; | pick her up and set her down on the floor, She
scampers off seeking adventure and more; She wants to know about everything she touches and sees, Never in one place but
darting around like a busy bee; Watching us talk and she tries to copy what we say, She wants to know what we are doing and
blocks the way; Eager

to know the names of the food she eats, Her attempts to talk in her baby voice sounds so sweet; She picks up her books and turns
each page with glee, No scrap of information must escape her nothing can flee; Running from one room to another she learns and
plays, Such is her journey of curiosity each day; Yawning and stretching she falls asleep as evening draws near, Tomorrow will be
another day to expand her curiosity’s frontiers.
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FREE GOLD COIN OR GIFT
ON JEWELRY PURCHASE ABOVE $500

\ Offer Validity: Oct 07 to Nov 07, 2021
Diwali Week

SpGCill Hours Store to remain open on Mondays,
Oct 25 and Nov 0)

Nov 02 (Dhanteras) 10 AM - 10 PM Store to remain closed on
, O nd 09
Nov 04 (Diwali): 10 AM - 5 PM EVEHY/SS SEL S

Nov 01, 03, 05, 06 12-8PM From Oct 07 to Oct 31 the store timings
12 - 730 PM

NOW PURCHASE YOUR JEWELRY FROM ANYWHERE IN USA ON FACETIME/VIDEO CALL
Contact us : |y 408-245-6764

RS, PNC Jewelers —
'*"} 791 E. El Camino Real, Sunnyvale, CA 94087 L
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>J OTSi “VALUE BRINGS US IN, QUALITY BRINGS US BACK!”

OTSI is specialized in Managed Services, Consulting and

Professional Services. Helping Clients businesses thrive by
providing the best IT Services through cost effective models.

OUR CAPABILITIES
DIGITAL CLOUD  BIG DATA & MICROSOFT
TRANSFORMATION ANALYTICS

—0

IOT & QA & DEVOPS ENTERPRISE
MOBILITY AUTOMATION DWH

WHY OTSI

1800+ 88 + 45 + 15+

Consultants working Global Clients OTSI IPs / Solutions Partnership
for fortune 1000 eco-system
clients
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A Lesson from the Bhagavad Gita

Ipsita Chatterjee

| am sure you have heard of the sacred Hindu text, The
Bhagavad Gita. It is a dialogue between Arjuna and Krishna,
who are contemplating questions of morality while fighting
a war between the Pandavas and Kauravas. The story
centers around Arjuna, who struggles to continue fighting in
a war against his cousins because he is suffering due to the
blood on his hands. He is contemplating why he should
continue fighting this war because he feels that it is wrong
to kill his own family. In this dramatic circumstance, | think
that most of humanity would agree that killing anyone would
be considered wrong, let alone a person’s own bloodline.
Considering this, it is safe to say we all understand Arjuna’s
situation and why it has caused him such great suffering.
His brother-in-law, Krishna wants to help Arjuna through his
despair, and convince him that he is not the one committing
the murders. How can this be true? In the Bhagavad Gita,
Krishna says, “All types of action are performed by the
gunas, which arise from Nature. Deluded by the ego, the
being thus thinks, ‘Il am the doer.” In this story, Krishna
represents the ego-less self, and Arjuna represents the ego.
Arjuna suffers as he is deluded by the ego and believes he is
committing the murders, and therefore identifies with it.
The ego is a concept not only mentioned in the Bhagavad
Gita, but is also conceptualized in many religions. Buddhism,
Christianity, and Islam are great examples of religions that
take this concept of the ego, and desire to help followers
understand and let go of suffering. However, this very
complex idea is often misunderstood, so the mass continues
to suffer. What is Lord Krishna trying to prove to Arjuna? Is
killing his cousins, okay? Yes, but to explain | must start with
what the ego is.

You may think an ego is a person’s self-esteem or
importance, but this is only part of it. The ego is our identity.
While there are many psychological theories based on the
ego, psychologists agree that it is a being’s sense of self.
Firstly, everyone has an inherent ego. It is something
everyone is born with. While some egos are stronger than
others, no one is simply exempt from the ego. It is our idea
of how we want to be perceived by the world. For example,
whatever happens in the outside world (the body) is
happening to us instead of around us.

Our body is what interacts with the world, and our mind
interprets it. They are two separate entities that are indeed
connected. The cycle goes like this: something happens in
the outside world (your body) that then tells your mind,
“Maybe you’re not good enough.” Then the body reacts to
this thought/feeling of inadequacy, that the mind (ego) tries
to make the body feel better by complaining, feeling
superior, or becoming the victim (evidence for the ego). This
“evidence” from the outside world is meant to soothe us
when events in our life happen to make us feel less than.

In this deep moral dilemma, Lord Krishna is able to convince
Arjuna that he is not the doer of the actions, it is merely part
of the situation at play. All attempts at a peaceful settlement

maybe the ego wants to be perceived to the world as an
intelligent person. So, the ego is constantly trying to find
ways to prove that | am in fact intelligent.

The ego cannot exist, however, without the other. The ego
needs the opinions of others to match the identity that we
desire. This can manifest in several different ways. When we
complain about a situation that happened, this is the ego
trying to prove that we were right in the situation. So, if a
teacher gives you a bad grade on an assignment, and this
makes your ego feel unintelligent, then the ego may
complain to feel superior to the professor. Therefore, the
identity as an intelligent person stays intact.

We can compare ourselves to others to feel superior. For
example, if rankings come out for a class, the ego can say,
“At least | am better than Nancy, she is failing all her classes.”
If | am better than her, then | must be somewhat smart, or
at the very least smart than her. The identity as an intelligent
person stays intact.

We can play the victim and want people to feel pity for us.
Being the victim makes us feel like the other person is the
villain, and therefore you are in the right. If people will listen
to my sad story, then they will also think that the other
person is wrong, and | am right. Say someone maliciously
said that you were never going to make it as a
mathematician, and this is your dream. Making them the
villain makes you the victim, which makes you feel right in
the situation. The identity as an intelligent person stays
intact.

Essentially, the ego is looking for evidence to match the body
with the identity that we have created in our minds. The
Bhagavad Gita determines that the false ego is identification
with the body, “Bewildered by false ego, strength, pride, lust
and anger, the demons become envious of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, who is situated in their own bodies
and the bodies of others, and blaspheme against real
religion.” As mentioned here, those that identify with their
own body and the body of others, the ego becomes envious
and inevitable are the ones to suffer. In other words, the
false ego is identifying

The absolute truth is that our false ego is not who we are.
The things that happen around us are not who we are. The
ego is a part of us that is there to help keep us safe, but it is
not us, “The spirit soul bewildered by the influence of false
ego thinks himself the doer of activities that are actually
carried out by the three modes of material nature.” Arjuna
is suffering in the war because he identifies himself with the
actions he is doing (killing for war). He wants to quit the war
because his false ego identifies the action of killing his
cousins as who he is. His false ego identifies himself as a killer
of his family, and this is something his false ego cannot take.

have failed, and therefore this war must be fought for their
people. A byproduct is the death of his cousins.
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Once Arjuna was able to let go of the false ego, identification
with what happens in the outside world, he was able to see
the situation clearly and continue fighting the war.

Arjuna’s situation. This story was meant to demonstrate the
false ego in a state of high stakes. However, what we can
learn from it. To not identify our body (the outside world)
with things happening to us. Instead, we can think about
what happens in the world as happening around us, not to
us.We can learn to be aware of all egoistic thoughts that

Aditya Sarkar

Ahana Chatterjee Bhide

The Bhagavad Gita is not saying that we should just start
killing people and that it's okay because we are not doing the
action. We are still our consciousness, and if you go off mass
murdering people, this will not hold the same merit as

arise, and realize that those thoughts are egoistic and do not
serve us. Only then can we be free of suffering and free the
mind to create the beauty it is meant to.

Sharmistha Singh

Shreya Dey
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An Ambivert vs. Quarantine
Bonisha Maitra

All eyes gleaming at me as | stood, beaming with pride. My
speech was verbalized in front of the class, regarding the
burning question that every fifth grader holds in their
adolescent minds: is chocolate milk better than plain milk? |
gallantly stood in the center of my elementary school
classroom, indulging in all of the attention | was receiving.
The words | never wanted to hear sputtered from my
teacher’s lips,

“Thank you, please go back to your seat.”

Entering the dance room as an inferior freshman, all the
other girls in the room were the colossus of my small, four
feet and eleven- inch body. Peoples’ eyes pierced my soul
like daggers, and immediately a sensation of dread filled my
body. There was nothing | was longing more than to be in
the corner of the room, left unseen.

WHO declares global health emergency?

Murmurs fill the tranquil silence of the classroom. A fulfilling
amount of dopamine erupts through my body. The thought
of having a two-week break result in my shoulders lowering,
my furrowed eyebrows to relax, and my clenched jaw to
loosen. The deadlines, tests, pop-quizzes; all things that have
been a burden on my back seemed to have been pushed
aside.

Clean my room, paint, read, write...

| start to mentally jot down all of the things | have been
wanting to do, yet never found the time to complete due to
the rigorous schedule that suffocated my daily life. The
constant expectation to be the perfect, studious child laid by
my Indian immigrant parents seemed to be taking over my
life. When | wasn't studying, | would be focusing on my
varied list of extracurriculars. Selfcare was the last thing on
my mind. | could barely breathe, let alone paint.

Two weeks flew by; my eyebags seemed to deteriorate, my
smile seemed to be genuine, my clothing choices were well
thought out, and my hair was perceivably healthier with its
ringlets reappearing.

At this point, | was yearning to see my friends again and to
be surrounded by the presence of my classmates. Mentally
preparing myself for the long days and nights soon to come
with school reopening, | lay in bed.

Text from sister: “No school for the rest of the semester
apparently. This COVID thing seems to actually be a big
deal.”

Zoom or Doom?

The semester rolled by within a blink. Quizzes were
shortened, tests were canceled, and homework was less
rigorous. My school district didn’t incorporate Zoom or any
conference platforms. Assignments were posted, the
students completed the assighments and turned it in- that
was the new “school”. All | longed were to see some familiar
faces and to know that | am not alone battling the
dissonance between social interactions and physical contact.
I, being an introverted extrovert, wanted my own voice and
face to be seen and heard. My voice felt fragile and looked

down upon. | desired power within myself; to take control
for who | am, and not to be considered inferior any longer.
Sophomore year came hurdling in, gaping an immense hole
within me. This hole was once filled with prominent
moments that would last a lifetime. Friday night football
games in the numbing cold, dancing in a cafeteria at
homecoming abutting by sweaty bodies, congested school
rallies; all seeming like memories in the past. | was never
grateful for these events that partook in my life, but looking
back at it- | desired to feel the numbness of the night,
abutting bodies, and congested rallies. | seemed to be
stretching my arms out for it, but never quite got the
gratification by grasping it.

My life transpired to the same long days, nothing different
than the last. | was more of an unexpressive robot than a
human itself. The same yellow and blue walls, the same
computer screen, and the same dreadful work. The only
thing changing was the drop in my willingness to be
productive begetting on a toll towards my grade, thus
leading to a lack of self-gratification.

The first day of the year arose and a sense of relief washed
over my body as | distinguished the faces of my fellow peers
and teachers. With one breath, | tapped on my camera icon
to reveal my face to the virtual world. Expecting my life to be
saturated with joy, | sat there waiting for something climatic
to happen. Nothing; | frown with displeasure. The rest of the
days were as anticlimactic as the first. Gloomy lectures,
monotonous work, lengthy discussions, and exhausting
deadlines all remigrated. Extracurriculars became virtual.
The same schedule resumed, and even though this aspect is
all remote- it seemed to be even more exhausting. Double
the amount of work, double the amount of expectations,
and double the amount of plummeting into this new
creation of a deep, dark hole.

hole, /hol/: a small or unpleasant place.

“she had wasted a whole lifetime in this hole of a town”
The small bubble | partake in during quarantine consists
three of my closest friends and my immediate family. My
dad was constantly working being an incredibly successful
consultant at IBM, my mom contentedly teaching her
students, and my sister receiving new internships due to her
innumerable accomplishments. My friends were receiving
perfect scores on their SAT tests, excelling in their classes,
and getting one step closer into their bright futures.
Personally, | am incredibly ambitious- holding high
expectations for myself. Consciously knowing |  hould put
in the effort-I seemed to be feeling too

tired to actually chase that ambition. One effort to do a
simple task required all of my energy to be washed up. As
my energy started to drop, so did my willingness to change
my new lifestyle. Presenting: the lowest point in my life.

My body being attached to an anchor and a rope connects
my limp body to the anchor itself. The anchor falls into the
water; quarantine starts. | fall into the water; the sense of
being unheard of and unseen causes me to despise the
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person | am. My struggling body starts to sink, yet fights to
stay afloat; my grades dropping no matter how much | try.
One fulfilling inhale is attempted, yet the water painfully fills

my lungs; one last attempt to be productive and catch up
with everyone else who seemed to be excelling, but failing.
Last thing | see are the bubbles rising as | am sinking and my

eyes come to a drowsy close; people around me taking
control of their lives as | watch, helpless.

It's a constant battle within myself to fight for a better
perspective on things, but with the right people in my life
and enough motivation- | go through the days. Nothing is
permanent, and this experience just marks a moment in my
life.

An Inspiring Woman in My Life
Ayush K. Talapatra

Winner of the 2020 Margaret Thompson Essay
Contest, Los Altos History Museum, CA

My grandmother, Dr. Bani Talapatra, came from a
humble upbringing, faced severe hardships in her early
years, persevered through all of them. She has been a
loving grandmother to me, always eager to share her
life lessons and experience.When she was a teenager in
Kolkata, her family was in dire need of financial support
soon after her father became paralyzed due to a stroke.
To cope with that situation, she started tutoring young
children while being a 10" grader herself, eventually
becoming the sole bread-earner of her family, which
included 4 other siblings. Through this mentoring
process, she discovered her passion for teaching, which
eventually morphed into her profession. Her academic
brilliance helped her secure admission at a respected
college during a time when women were hardly
encouraged to pursue higher education. She became
the second woman from Calcutta University to receive
a Doctor of Science degree. She recalls the most
fulfilling moment of her life when her mother broke
down in tears of joy following her distinction.

Although entrenched in science, her passion in the arts
inspired me. She expresses herself so eloquently
through her poems that she reads to me over the
phone. | can imagine how much of a role model she was
to those young girls who aspired to break societal
stereotypes and go beyond. Even at age 83, my
grandmother keeps herself intellectually stimulated
and socially conscious. On the professional front, | feel
proud of what my grandmother has achieved. She
authored 200+ original papers, presented in several
global scientific conferences and mentored more than

20 graduate students, who are now family to her.
In conclusion, | have learnt that we must stay

committed to whatever we want to achieve in life and
that one’s financial situation cannot limit one’s dream.
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Our Inspiration for future Space Exploration
Aryaman Majumder

From all the work of the Mercury/Gemini/Apollo space
missions, NASA succeeded in landing a man on the moon
before the Soviets. This hard work was special and helpful
during the space missions we have today. The moon space
mission wanted us to do another mission. It forced us to
take science seriously and develop it more and more. Since
we pushed ourselves more into science development, we
wanted to go to Mars. As we landed on Mars, that forced us
to do another mission. We found water on Mars and other
mysterious and alien type objects. That forced us to make a
mission that could send a man to Mars maybe before this
decade just like the Moon landing race. Every mission plays
some unique role.

Space exploration can be compared to a ball on a
table. When the ball first gets pushed, it forces the ball to
not just go 1 centimeter. It forces it to go more and
more. When the ball reaches the end of the table, it drops
down. Sometimes it rolls backwards when people quit
science and space exploration. Sometimes, it rolls

backwards then forwards a lot when the generation gets
old. People don't have an active brain anymore, but then it
pushes forwards as the next generation comes. The next
generation pushes science forward and forward until they
get old and retire.

The new generation comes, and the cycle
continues. Sometimes, the ball goes forward and
forward even when it falls off the table. This means science
developing with no stop. We have to push the science ball
forward and forward just with our imagination. | think
exploring the whole universe means a lot to everyone. It is
just one big mass that was left from the big bang. The
questions ask further and further. What created the big
bang?

Some might say atoms and various types of
particles. What created those particles and atoms? If there
even was an answer, what created that answer? People’ s
minds would be blown with these questions. Imagine that
we are on Earth. Itis so bigto us. There are so many people
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living here. Earth can be compared to a trillionth of the
whole universe. One universe lies in another. There is no
end. We are just a trillionth of an atom compared to the
whole universe. We as 1 human could explore so much of
the universe. There has to be about billions of planets with
water, life, plants, and agriculture out there in our
universe. Maybe deep inside a planet lies a whole world of
aliens.

Dust storms, other harsh weather aliens are not adapted
to, may have struck their whole world. Their planet might
have been a planet just like Earth trillions of years
before. They might have died or maybe have built
underground bases before where they now live deep under
their planet. They may still hide there these days. Our
planet also might turn up like theirs. It will be dry and
barren. Water will turn into rocky sand. Trees will break
down. Plants will die out. Animals will not survive. People
will have no food. They will only live on rare insects and
small reptiles. Maybe, the Earth will be frozen. Plants and
trees will be frozen. Animals will die since not many are
adapted to the cold. Some animals might freeze to
death. Animals that live in the cold might not even survive
too.

It will be so cold that no animals or humans will
live. From this we have to go to another planet before Earth
dies out in about 5 to 500 billion years. We are hurting our
own planet with CO2 coming from coal and burning fossil
fuels. We even may not imagine how much CO2 hurts our
Earth in a second with the whole world using it. New
technologies such as electric cars and new ways to make
electricity using dams and windmills can save our
planet. We could use these ideas in space too. Space is
something that we are in. We ourselves are in space, maybe
so much life we haven’t discovered yet. Maybe more on
other planets. We wouldn’t just explore our own planet.

What if a planet had oceans like us with their alien
life in it. Oceans are kind of cool if you think about it. When
you see an ocean, you see blue waves coming and
going. When you go into it, you see so many fish and
plants. You see different types of animals. Sea lions and
more. Space is the same. Space might look like a dark mass
with these lights sparkling and these random colored
designs. When you go deeply in space. You might find so
many planets, more suns, more galaxies. Each may have so
much life. Everything starts from the push of the ball which
is the Space Race of landing a man on the moon. The push
of the ball was first started when the first part of the Cold
War took place.

The beginning when Hitler attacked with bombs and jets
which were science. He took science and made it to war
which altered. Scientists came up with the idea of lifting an
object up in the air. As each country fought to lift their
object highest. One lifted up so high that it almost escaped
out of the Earth's atmosphere. This is how the Space Race
began. The challenge was to send it out of Earth’s
atmosphere. Then, to orbit the Earth a few to many
times. Lastly, to come back into Earth’s atmosphere and
land on either water or a surface. It was taken further with
the idea of sending a man to Earth’s orbit in the same way
as the previous challange. Later, both America and the
Soviets challenged each other to have a race of landing a
man on the moon.

This was how the ball was pushed. The ideas from the ball
push were the first inspirations and ideas that make up
what we think today. We just make it harder for improving
science development. Just bombs, jets, and war could give
people ideas to make amazing and unique things
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that could develop science with no end. We could do
anything on another planet. We could turn space into a
whole Earth. CO2 is never going to be used. Earth would be
our resource destination. We might find life on every planet
in our solar system. We will spread more and more across
other galaxies. Science would further develop. We may be
friends with life in Space. Everything that we could come up
with came from the beginning inspiration of the hard work
we made in the past in the Cold War and Space Race.
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Bay Bridge at Dusk: Photo by Bitan Biswas
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A Reflection

(Selected for the Celebration of Poet book)
Rittrija Mandal

My reflection

A face unknown, a hideous figure.

Its eyes speak of sorrow,

The unnatural lines,

The crooked teeth no braces can fix.

The meandering jawline like a country’s border.
A face only a mother could love.

But a reflection lies.

It’s a sly thief, capturing your pride.

We have to look within,

Past the shattered confidence,

Past the anguish filled face,

Past the reflection barrier.

Look within to see the alluring beauty
In ourselves and others.

Look within to see benign hearts,
Brave souls,

Thoughtful people,

And the heart on one’s sleeve.

Look within to see that you are the Aishani Sil
Star in the daylight sky.

Ritrija Mandal
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A Wonderful Summer
Raisha Chakrabarti

I think that summer is one of the best seasons, if not the best. You have
all the free time in the world on your hands. Who in their right minds
wouldn’t want to be happy about that? Add to that pool time and
lemonade, barbeques, movie nights, and late-night board games. What
else can anyone possibly want? What I'm trying to say is, | just had a
wonderful summer. I'll tell you why.

The first reason for that would be our trip to San Diego. | think the best
part was visiting the San Diego Zoo. It was fascinating! | saw so many
animals and it felt like | was in the jungle! | also got to eat at two
restaurants that were showcased on TV! My dad and | are both foodies,
and you can imagine how happy this made us. | got to see many other
interesting places and meet a family friend. The weather was always
great. | enjoyed going to the beach and the scenic drives around San
Diego. | was very happy. It was as if | were in heaven. Moreover, | had
my grandfather with me on this trip, and the important conversations
that | had with him on very important matters of the world, made this
trip extra special. The only downside was that | missed my family friends
on this trip.

Sleeping in. Sleeping late was one of the best things about the summer
holidays. | didn’t have to always get up and rush! | would just enjoy
being in my world with my pillow. It was so relaxing! Don’t get me
wrong | love going to school but having to constantly worry about
bedtime and waking up can be a hassle sometimes. | like to sleep in
from time to time.

Let's be honest. There's no way any kid would not watch TV during
summer vacation. | mean | was so happy that | could watch TV
practically all the time. It was fun watching my favorite show whenever.
| was thrilled to know | could do that. And since my brother would be
busy there would be no arguments with the remote or channel. | was
just minding my own business by watching TV all day.

Playtime was amazing! Some days | would go to my friend's house and
play a bunch of games with him until it got dark. Other times my dog
and | would chase each other around the house. My brother would join
me sometimes to play Beyblade or basketball but other than that he
was a busy guy.

| enjoyed myself plenty when it came to summer. Summer is a season
of joy and happiness, so enjoy summer as much as you can.
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Family Tradition
Devarsh Dutta

Imagine you have had a bad day. You ran away from your
friends and told them to leave you alone. Once you go back
home you immediately reach into your jar. Youread the
message that says, “Don’t be mad at your friends when you
yourself are mad.” You follow the advice and your problem is
suddenly solved. The dictionary meaning of happiness is, “The
quality or state of being happy.” When | think about happiness
I think of laughter and fun, which is probably what most people
would think about. | also have a tradition that is mostly about
happiness. It’s called the Happiness Jar. It's where every week
my family and | write the happiest/best part of our day/
week on a piece of paper. It can be any piece of paper, such as
a cut up notecard or a post-it. Once we are done writing on the
paper, we read what we wrote out loud. Then we put our paper
in the jar. | feel happy about the happiness jar because it helps
my family and | get to know each other better. We have a
special dinner every week when we do our happiness jar. At the
dinner table we tell stories about our day and after, we do
the happiness jar.

Once the jar is full, we look at what we wrote and make a new
happiness jar. It is fun to see what happened from that long
ago. Also, it is fun to see the happy things that happened and
not the times that were sad. It helps me solve my problems by
what my parents write on their paper. We write things that
inspire each other in many ways.

You might be thinking, “What are the rules on the happiness
jar?” Well, there are no rules! You just have to write something
positive. When | am having a hard day, | take a piece of paper
from the happiness jar and read it. If you have nothing happy
. to write; you don’t have to write. As long as you are listening
Tanishka Roy to what others have to say it is fine.

My tradition is something very small | do every week but it is
still a tradition that is meaningful to me. It is a tradition that
doesn’t take much time but still does a lot. What does
happiness mean to you?

Audrija Sain

Mishika Dey
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Summer Revisited
By Jayati Mandal

Being a person of a certain vintage, my piece is set in the
sixties, and | am assuming that it is a time when not many
Agomoni members were around or maybe were just
crawling about. Anyway, this was the summer of 1965 and
my cousin (Didi) who had just appeared for her Higher
Secondary examination came to spend some time with us in
Calcutta; my Ma being her only Mashi. Didi and | were very
close and were enjoying the vacation time doing things that
girls in our time did.

But then, suddenly, my mother was hit by a huge brain wave;
she decided that we should go visit our much older cousin
(Dada) who happened to be posted in Darjeeling at the time.
My father immediately washed his hands off the project as
he couldn’t take leave from his work (or so he said). Now, as
everyone knows, one didn’t just travel from one city to
another by train on a whim! Reservations had to be made
months in advance, especially during the peak summer
months. Darjeeling being the favored summer retreat for
most Calcutta Bengalis in those days, we were not able to
make any reservations even though lots of strings were
pulled. My Ma, being a woman of substance, was not going
to be dissuaded by such trivialities and decided to travel with
me and my Didi in any case. Finally, three 2nd class tickets
were bought for us. One could travel without reserving seats
in this class and it was less crowded than the Janta class. One
had to grab the seats or berths on a first come first serve
basis. An uncle was roped in as he was a high up railway
personnel and he designated one Ramayodhya Singh from
his office to do all this for us. Mr. Singh was assigned some
official duty so he could travel on the same train till Farakka
and look after our needs. So here we were, all settled in our
berths, and off we started on our journey. Mr. Singh came to
check on us at every station the train stopped at and asked
my Ma to tell his ‘Saab’ what good care he had taken of us!
He kept at it all through the night, peeping in through the
window and calling out to ‘Ma ji’, annoying all the other
passengers. Despite us telling him that we were fine and he
needn’t check on us so often, we were not able to dissuade
Mr. Ramayodhya Singh from doing his duty. This was before
the Farakka bridge was built and one had to cross the river
Ganga by steamboat. | think the train reached Farakka
sometime early in the morning and we all rushed out so we
could board the steamboat that would take us across the
Ganga. Mr. Singh saw to our comfort as we settled in the
steamer with our luggage, and we finally bade goodbye to
this most conscientious person and thanked him for all his
help. Now we were on our own completely. It was the

first time for us on a large steamer, while didi and | were
wondering if the boat had started moving, it was announced
that we had already reached the other side. So, we rushed

out once again to take another train from there to New
Jalpaiguri. Ma ordered us to wait on the platform as she
hired a coolie for our luggage and went on marching ahead
to secure a place on this train. She came back triumphant
after a while saying she had found good seats in a
compartment with the help of some very gracious co-
travelers. | must digress here a bit and tell you a bit about
Ma. She had a formidable personality as she had been a
teacher all her life and generally commanded respect
wherever she went. This was no different and as we entered
the compartment many of the passengers welcomed us and
were extremely solicitous to Ma, calling her didi,
mashima,etc. However, there was just one problem; a
stream of water was on the floor which was coming out of a
broken ‘Kunjo’, an earthen water pot that many people
carried along to avoid drinking outside water (as | said this
relates to prehistoric times when no one had heard of
bottled water).

This broken ‘kunjo’ was causing enormous chaos as people
were trying to save their suitcases, hold-alls, etc. from
getting wet. Understandably, all were upset with whoever
had brought this ‘kunjo’ along and all were cursing this
careless person (be-aakkele sounds so much more
powerful). Needless to say, this ‘kunjo’ belonged to us! And
very wisely Ma kept quiet about it lest she loses the respect
of all these hospitable people. It was a short ride to New
Jalpaiguri station and from there we took the wondrous
little, small gauge train (also known as the Toy Train) that
took us to Darjeeling. We had finally reached our destination
after taking three trains and a steamboat! My ever-smiling
dada was waiting at the station and took us to his home. On
the way, he told us there was some surprise waiting for us.
As the jeep pulled into the house, we were met by another
of ma’s cousins who was visiting with his family! My genial
dada had sent out open invitations to all his relations. So
here we were, ten in all, who fitted in perfectly in dada’s
quarters as his heart was much larger than his dwelling. We
had a memorable time and enjoyed our stay tremendously.
Dada gave each of us kids(non-teens) nicknames, mine being
‘udo mada’, which | remained to him forever
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Alice Liu

Real Estate & Mortgage Broker, M.S.
DRE# 01412235 NMLS# 249795
Pinnacle Award Winner

Baby
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FORTUNE

Express Real Estate Investment
FORTUNE EXPRESS FINANCIAL
Excellent Service Since 2004

Phone: (925) 319-7888, (650) 308-8868
Email: alice @fortuneinvest.com
WeChat: fortune7888

Website: fortuneinvest.com

4695 Chabot Drive, Suite 200
Pleasanton, CA 94588

Barbarian

Saptarshi Samanta

Baby Barbarian Pitter patter of small feet rushing across the
little eyes greet us with a peek, What do those little eyes wa
feet, A little figure jumps in front of us baring her teeth; "Its

floor, Hark! Who goes there? Who is that by the door? Mischievous
nt? What do they seek? "Aargh!" a growl is heard with stomping
the baby barbarian! Run and Hide!" She laughs and comes towards

us in baby strides; Waving about her weapon, the rattle mallet, She looks for something to satisfy her palate; Everything she sets

her eyes on is graced with a bite, "Quick! Quick! Hide the de

licate stuff out of sight"; Too late! Her eyes are set upon it wherever

it goes, "Aargh!" she yells and comes running close; She gives us a hug and a sweet teethy grin, Our sweet baby barbarian has

our hearts to rule in.
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With Best Compliments From

Susiness Lin

OMATION CONSULTANTS

CloudBound
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My Dearest, James
Trinity Dey

My Dearest, James

It has been too long since | heard from you, it's good to know that you are doing well. | hope it stays that way; | sincerely miss
you. Freedom is very well behaved. | can see why you can trust him, my friend. Freedom is giving me gentle sniffs as | write, he
reminds me of you, it's comforting to have someone of your intellect with me, alas | shall send him back for the letter.
Whatever do you mean that he is a better companion than I, | can see no such evidence of this.

Your parents miss you greatly Mrs Larson has been cooking non-stop though the food is excellent the bitter aftertaste of my
sorrowful loneliness stings like a mule. | deeply regret to inform you of your brother's passing. He was a pure soul and was not
deserving of death's cold wrath. He shall be with the dog star, Sirius, it was always his favorite of them all. He prayed for your
safe return. He may have seemed spiteful as you left but he loved you, do not let his prayers be in vain, you shall have to return
now for him, and for me.l know you have felt this pain once before when my dearest father died, | know you were closer to him
than your own, but now you shall have to feel it again, perhaps more deeply. | know you must think of this as a hoax, but |
assure you it's true .1 will not be able to fulfil your wish if something dastardly or butal happens, so you must return safely to me.
I implore you to value your life above all else.

| do not know if you have read the papers lately, but | worry for you and the other men, the battle in Mechanicsville is growing
bloodier day by day. General Grant is a monster fulfilling his thirst for blood in the only ways he knows how,

by throwing his troops recklessly at the enemy, he has no care for the children in need of their fathers, the mothers in need of
their sons, or the people in need of their loved ones. What work has he accomplished, he’s simply throwing men at the enemy
left and right .I advise you not to follow his orders. Please stay safe for my sake and for yours.

You are right my friend, so many soldiers are risking their lives for no reason, equality should not come at this much of a price,
it's costing me everything it's costing me you, my dearest friend! You're far too considerate for partaking in this war! You should
just pull a French Leave and come to me, and your family.

Your grammar has gotten worse since you left my friend. You should go back to studying instead of fighting in this pointless war.
| suppose when you come back we should spend more long nights on grammar like we used to before the war came and ruin
our lives.

Your love liest (yes the word loveliest has to stay like love liest even if its incorrect spelling) friend,

Ezekial Fox
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Agomoni sincerely thanks Donors and Sponsors for their generous contributions

and support!

Admission Planner DBA

Amara Collections

Anandi Boutique

Anindita and Partha Mitra

Anirudhya Dasgupta

Anuka Ghosh

Aparna Kamat

Biryani Bowl!

Business Links

Chaat Bhawan

Chandrimaa Roy

Cornhusker Organics and Ag Consultants
Equity 123 Lending

First Republic Bank

Fortune Express Financial/Fortune Express
Real Estate Invesment

Geetha and Narasimha Gondi

Gill Financial & Insurance Services

Gopa Banerjee and Sushanta Chakraborty
Hitesh Kumar Vaghasiya

INSORA Systems

Ipsita Sarees

Kamal Spices

Nirvanaah Ice Cream

PNG Jewelers

Pradosh Sarkar

Primerica

Ramya Adhishesh

Razzel Dazzel Fashion

Realty One Group

Sagar Kotha

Sagorika and Nirmalendu Das
Sanjib Bhattacharya
Shatarupa and Prantik Chakraborty
Shra and Upal Mandal
Sumita and Nirmalya Modak
Tandoori Pizza

Tarini Collections

Trinamix

UCEazy

Vanisha Gugnani

And many more...!

Tlarte you.
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YOS A big round of applause for our dedicated Agomoni Team members! YOS
Al Az
7N\ President: Shouvik Ray | Vice President: Pathikrit Dutta 7N\
.):é Secretary: Tania Bhattacharya | Treasurer: Sourav Saha .):é
W/ Board Members at large: Arindam Chakrabarty, Kaberi Goswami, Rajib Bhakat W/
7N 7N
Az Pujo Membership Facility Az
7N Anindita Chakraborty Anindita Mitra Ambarish Bagchi 7N
Az Anindita Mitra Anupam Talapatra (Lead) Arup Dutta Az
7\ Baishakhi Bhattacharjee Arundhati Banerjee Bijoy Sarkar 7\
.)’é Debarati Talapatra Ayush Talapatra Manoj Chavan .)’é
| Gopa Banerjee Bidisha Ghosh Choudhury Mausumi Biswas (Lead) |
-):é Jaya Mitra Meeta Roy Partha Mitra -):é
) Lopa Dutta Pathikrit Datta Prabal Saha )
-).é Madhumita Sain Sauravi Majumdar Rajib Bhakat -).é
ol Mumu Pain (Lead) Somdatta Maitro Rupa Kundu ol
7N Rajib Bhakat Sohini Chaudhuri Sankar Chanda 7N
I/ Rupa Das Suchishubhra Sinha Saumitra Sarkar I/
7N Sanjoy Bhattacharjee Subhra Chakraborty Sobhan Das 7N
\\/ Sauravi Majumdar Tania Bhattacharya Subrat Adhikari \\/
7N Shankar Roy Sudeep Banerjee 7N
Az Cultural Suman Pain Az
7N\ Decoration Arindam Chakrabarti Ujjal Banerjee 7\
Az Arup Datta Baishakhi Bhattacharjee Upal Mandal Az
N Manoj Chavan Manas Goswami N
..)’é Rajib Bhakat Manasi Bhattacharya Fundraising _)’é
| Shankar Chanda Meeta Roy Arindam Chakrabarti |
-}:é Soumitra Sarkar Pallab Sen Anindita Mitra -}:é
| Upal Mandal (Lead) Pragya Dasgupta Bijoy Sarkar |
-).é Sahana Banerjee Debasish Chakraborty -).é
) IT Sayantika Banerjee Partha Mitra (Lead) )
-).é Arindam Mukherjee Shouvik Ray Shan Choudhury -).é
\/ Bijoy Sarkar Shuvra Ray Sourav Saha \/
7N Subhasis Banerjee Soumitra Chattopadhya Suman Pain 7N
W/ Suchisubhra Sinha (Lead) Sushanta Chakraborty (Lead) Sushanta Chakraborty W/
7N Shankar Chanda 7N
Az PR and Media Food Az
7N\ CPA Arundhati Banerjee Ambarish Bagchi 7N\
Az Annapurna Mittal (Lead) Debarati Talapatra Avishek Ghosh Chowdhury Az
7N Indrani Dasgupta Lopa Dutta Bijoy Sarkar 7N
_)’é Kaberi Goswami Mausumi Biswas Dipak Mitra _)’é
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ENABLERS OF
SMART SUPPLY CHAIN

Trinamix is a global solution provider specializing
in Oracle Applications with a focus on Oracle
Supply Chain Management, Oracle ERP, Oracle
EPM, and Industry 4.0 (Internet of Things,
Blockchain, and Al/ML). Trinamix offerings
include implementation services, design thinking,
strategic  planning  change management,
business process transformation, industry-
specific solutions, managed services, and RPA
with best compliments from Trinamix [RZEER R G L

Trinamix

Subho Durga Pujo

G O-to Pa rtn e r of » Multi-Pillar capabilities covering ERP, EPM, SCM,

PLM, CX, and HCM

» Pre-bullt Integration with most ERPs including
s = EBS, SAP, JDE, Peoplesoft

I n t eg ra t - d & D lg i ta l » Excellent tech experience including OIC, SOA,
Paas, JCS
PaaS based solutlion on Oracle Cloud
Oracle Co-Development Partner
Industry 4.0 capabilities - IOT/Edge/Blockchaln
Ploneer in use of RPA in the cloud using
AlConnect

Supply Chain
Solutions

Key Cloud Customers
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Fast Facts: R

Oucessr  (Dimanc  ENPRR
175+ Implementations e
100+ Cloud Certification Sc:ngane BALLARD € VECIMA
350+ Expert Consultants Sacabacik 1 O;\ Free dgm
24*7 Support Team GENOMICS mebile

/\ sales@trinamix.com f et =d PARTNER
www._trinamix.com
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#1 Oracle SCM Cloud Partner
surpassing Big 4's, Global SI &
Niche SCM Players

80+ Cloud Customers JuniPer  FiTime Shaw)
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Industries We Serve
High-Tech/Semiconductor | Retail/Consumer Packaged Goods | Industrial
Manufacturing/Automotive | Finance | Distribution | Social | Life Sciences/Pharma

USA | CANADA | JAPAN | INDIA | AUSTRALIA | UK
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“Gettingamortgage through First Republic
was simplc and convenient. I'd recommend

them to mycolleagues any day.”

Alana Karen
Search Platforms Director, Google
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