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Dear Agomoni Family, 
 
Sarod Subhechcha & Hearty SeasonÕs Greetings to one and all!  
 
It is my honor and privilege to represent our warm, generous and close-knit Agomoni family. Progression is the 
essence of life, and what a journey Agomoni has been on!  
 
In just a span of four years, Agomoni has made an indelible mark in the hearts of the local and global community. 
It is humbling when patrons from within and outside the Agomoni family reach us with accolades, and may I 
add, proudly announce that Agomoni is now the best Durga Pujo in the Bay Area! Conducting the best Pujo has 
never been a goal for us though Ð conducting ourselves as an exemplary, all-inclusive family certainly has 
been!  Without such traits we would not have been able to embark upon newer endeavors like Saraswati Puja, 
Basanta Utsav, Rabindro-Najrul Jayanti, Nrityamela, Dandiya, Mahalaya, International Artist Programs, Diwali 
and moreÉ we firmly believe that the list will keep growing! 
 
It is often said Òwhen the going gets tough, the tough get goingÓ! Our group is blessed with tough individuals. 
However, the true magic happens when they get together Ð and what better to showcase our strength as a group, 
than to applaud how we grouped at the advent of the ongoing pandemic, initiated service to help seniors, made 
and distributed PPE, raised funds for Meals On Wheels, provided non-emergency support to members, 
generously donate for Amphan relief, supported local wild-fire fighters and continuously volunteered in 
philanthropic causes. We demonstrated how we can adapt to the new normal and leverage the Agomoni platform 
towards community and personal healing. My salute to all of you! 
 
As I reflect today on the Agomoni journey so far, it makes my heart fill with joy and gratitude, with wonderful 
memories made, with life-long friendships built, with many needy served, with our heritage upheld, with our 
roots strengthened, and with the desire to keep building a rich legacy for posterity. We know it well that the 
cornerstone of our renewed success hinges on our core principles of inclusion, diversity, mutual respect, 
philanthropy and service. 
 
The sound of ÒdhakisÓ, waking up at 4 am to gather ÒShiuli phoolÓ from the neighborhood, the smell of new 
clothes and ÒdhunoÓ, the carefree roaming around with friends with no destination in mind, food, fun & adda - 
just feeling good, the feeling that life is good! That is the essence of my long-lasting memories from this time of 
the year. For us to recreate some of that nostalgia and to connect the next generation to that feeling of hope, love 
and togetherness, is in the heart of every passionate member at Agomoni and let us continue to cherish and 
nurture that feeling! 
 
May Ma Durga bless us with courage, strength and compassion in the new year!  Take pride in your 
achievements. Stay safe, stay connected! 
 

Shouvik Ray 
 
Board President 
Agomoni 
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Sayantika Banerjee 
       
The year 2020 will go down in human history for the unforeseen pandemic brought forth by Covid that shook 
the world to its core. It began as a regular year with a new promise and newly elected Board members and leads 
at Agomoni. The plans for Durga Puja, our star event of the year and all other events were being carried out with 
great zest when the Pandemic hit hard! We were stunned into silence and left numb as the news of thousands of 
deaths surged and were flashed in every news on every media out there. It gradually became more and more 
obvious that being safe and alive would be the biggest blessing at the moment.  
 
The Agomoni Board heard the call for service at this time and stalled all plans indefinitely to jump into immediate 
action to form the first Covid Combat team at Agomoni. With our President Shouvik Ray at the helm, the team 
began their supportive collaboration with the San Ramon city to help Seniors, who were most affected at the 
time, with non-clinical errands like delivering groceries or over-the-counter medicines. The Covid Combat team 
soon entrusted the job to the CPA team and we went ahead to raise donations for the Meals and Wheels program 
in Contra Costa. We received unanimous support from Agomoni members and non-members in the community 
and raised a substantial amount that was donated towards the SeniorÕs meals program. 
     
As the pandemic raged through our lives, we knew that we had much more to do.  With the support of some of 
the wonderful souls in Agomoni, we formed the PPE creating and delivery teams. The Agomoni Board supported 
us financially to do what we could for our immediate community. With the unflinching contributions of the 
sewing team consisting of Saswati Dutta (Design lead), Sutapa Bhattacharya (MaterialsÕ procurement), Gita 
Dutta, Mausumi Biswas, Anindita Mitra, Shreela Goel and the Gown team consisting of Sayantika Banerjee 
(design), Kaberi Goswami, Shrabana, Geeta Gour, Sanjna Banerjee, Shatoparba Banerjee, Ankushi Dutta and 
Amandip Dutta we were able to come up with a good number of PPEs. Our delivery team consisted of Arup 
Dutta, Subhasis Banerjee, Kaberi Goswami, Manas Goswami, Pragya Dasgupta and Sourav Saha who were able 
to donate hundreds of well-made cloth masks and disposable gowns to the county through Contra Costa Health 
Services. Donations Unit Lead Trisha M. Johnson of Contra Costa Health Services has written to us several 
times to show appreciation for our teamÕs supportive endeavor.  
 
As we reeled from the throes of Covid, forcing everyone to shelter-in-place, the news of cyclone Amphan hitting 
West Bengal came through. Agomoni once more took upon the uphill task to raise funds and do their bit to help 
the Amphan victims. We now pledged $25 from every annual membership even if it would mean we couldnÕt 
celebrate our Annual Durga puja or had to cut down heavily on the festivities if the situation turned for the better. 
It was amazing to see our Agomoni community come forward and heartily participate in this endeavor once 
more.  
      
In no time our Agomoni family got together, united together by their wish to alleviate suffering that humanity 
was going through. Loneliness and lack of human interaction began to drive each one to engage more and more 
through philanthropy, online cultural and social activities. In the face of all odds, to bring a little happiness to 
our dear members Agomoni Board and leads took the difficult decision to organize Durga Puja with San Ramon 
City following every possible preventive measures and restrictions. The teams took up the humongous task to 
bring a little solace to the hearts of Agomoni family members in these challenging times. Not deterred by the 
extra hard work, meticulous planning and endless preventive measures Agomoni teams continue to bring cheer 
to every life they touch. The CPA team too, will not rest but continue AgomoniÕs effort through more donations 
for Amphan victims through Bharat Seva Ashram, strive to bring joy and nourishment by serving Holiday Dinner 
to the homeless and low-income, donate to the Food Banks and also continue to donate PPEs till the end of the 
year with the hope and belief that all the prayers and thankfulness from each of your hearts will help Agomoni 
do more and do better with each passing year. 
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Agomoni Philanthropy Team at Work 
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Gown Team  Mask Team  

Team Members Delivering PPEs  

HOLIDAY DINNER  
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Rabbit 

Shrabana Ghosh 
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A quarantine life: Morning light shining bright 

Ujjal Banerjee 

Players: Mom, Dad, daughter D in high school, son 
O in elementary and the Dog Limmy  
 
7:53 AM  
 

D: Mom, I canÕt find my headphone, my class starts 
in 2 minutes, have u seen it? oh oh oh...Limmy, why 
are you chewing my headphone...give it back now, 
u naughty...what...u canÕt run...mom, HELP! No 
Limmy, No... drop it!!!  

Dad: Guys, I have an office call going on...quiet! 
Honey, can u please give me coffee?  

Mom: The water is boiling over there, try DIY 
coffee. I need to wake up O, he is still sleeping  

D: Mom, I am starting my class, donÕt suddenly 
come in with breakfast, Ms Johnson doesnÕt like it  

Mom: O, get up now. U have to brush your teeth and 
be ready for your virtual class...why r u trying to 
hide under the quilt, come out; Limmy, STOP 
scratching the carpet!  

8:30 AM  
 

Dad: OK, folks, I will be anchoring this meeting 
today. Let me share my screen...ummmm...looks 
like I have home network problem, sorry I need to 
drop off and reconnect, give me a minute  

Mom: O, finish your milk. You class starts in 15 
minutes.  

O: But I want chocolate milk. This milk is so hot, I 
want cold milk. Can you give me cheese too?  

Dad: Hi all, can you hear me now? Sorry, there is 
some background noise, there goes the dog!  

Mom: O, come and seat here in the chair, class is 
going to start now. DonÕt yawn, they can see you!  

O: But I am sleeeepyyyy...  

Teacher: Good morning everyone, how are you 
today? O, you are very close to the camera are you 
trying to show me something?  

O: Hi Ms T, I have something to show you, I lost a 
tooth and the tooth fairy gave me a coin  

Teacher: ThatÕs very nice, dear; now letÕs draw 
some pictures 

Mom: O, sit straight...no no, donÕt go under the 
table!  

9:30 AM 
 

Dad: Where is breakfast? I am starving, another 
meeting starting in 30 minutes  

Mom: (no response) 

Teacher: O, can you please tell me a number 
between 1 and 20?  

Mom: O, look at the camera, not at the 
ceiling...answer the question please  

O: Hummpppp...54 

Mom: Why are u shouting? 

O: I am angry...can we read ÒPete the cat goes 
shoppingÓ?  

Teacher: O, do you know a number between 1 and 
20?  

Mom: Come one, you know this! 

O: Thwentieeeeeeeeeee  

10:30 AM  
 

Dad: I want some juice to drink. My throat is 
choking, can I get another cup of tea?  

Mom: Sssssshhh...we are on camera, his small 
group class going on. Open the fridge and get it!  

Teacher: OK, students, now we will read a story, I 
will ask questions. Can you all please listen 
carefully and read along with me.  

Vrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr.......... (outside noise) 

Mom: WhatÕs going on? WhatÕs this loud noise? 
Close the windows please  

Dad: ItÕs the Gardner with his lawnmower; Why is 
he here today? I told him not to come during 
morning in weekends, he never listens; but now he 
is here, let him finish.  

D: Dad, why is the gardener here in morning? 
ThatÕs why Limmy is shouting, I canÕt study!  
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Dad: OK, I have another meeting to join, please put 
Limmy in garage  

12 Noon 
D: Phew! ItÕs break now Mom, Lunch ready?  

O: Mom, is bhat ready? 

Dad: WhatÕs for lunch? 

Mom: All of you, go get a bath...lunch will be 
ready!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As your New York Life Agent, I can work with you to identify your goals, understand your needs, 
and o! er insurance and " nancial products that can help you achieve peace of mind. At 
New York Life every decision we make, every action we take, has one overriding purpose: 
To be here when you,  our policy owners need us.

I can help you ensure a sound " nancial future for you, your family, and your business by providing 
customized recommendations based on your individual situation and goals tailored to your needs,��
on a wide variety of protection and " nancial matters, including :

Life Insurance 
College Education Savings
Guaranteed Lifetime Income  / Retirement Planning 

Business Planning using Life Insurance- Key Employee Insurance, Buy-Sell Agreement, 
Executive Bonus

Mortgage Protection using Life Insurance

 Estate Planning 

Health Insurance Group Health/Dental/Vision Insurance Plans 

Disability Income Protection

Long Term Care Insurance

Legacy Planning

Together letÕs start preparing 
for your familyÕs future.
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Products available through one or more carriers not a# liated with New York Life Insurance Company, 
dependent on carrier authorization and product availability in your state or locality.
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All guarantees are based upon the claims-paying ability of the issuer.

*
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Rishika Bhattacharya (Age 11) 
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!
Horse 

Shrabana Ghosh 

!
Goutam Buddha 

Anwesa Goswami (Age-20) 
!
!

 
Independence Day 

Prarthita Ghosh (Age-12) 

!
Amar Chokhe Durga 

Richik Ghosh (Age-15) 
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The Doctor and the Taxi Driver 
 

Evani Chakrabarty Snyder (Age 13) 
 

It was a dark and stormy night. I looked 
through the rear-view mirror to see how my 
customer was doing. He looked very focused, very 
focused on his work quietly fiddling with 
something in his hands. 

I had one of those taxis where there was a 
wall between the driver and the customer. I peered 
back again. This time he looked angrier. His 
eyebrows furrowed deep in his face. I shifted 
uncomfortably and cleared my throat, trying to 
strike up a conversation. 

ÒSo, what do you do for a living?Ó I asked 
coolly. 

ÒIÕm a doctor in a small town,Ó he 
responded with a huff. 

Maybe he just had a bad day. I watched my 
surroundings as I sat at a red light. We were still in 
the city; I could tell by the dark shapes of 
skyscrapers and billboards surrounding us. When 
the light turned green, I asked, ÒWhat are you doing 
out in the city?Ó 

ÒOh, I had a visit at my auntÕs house. SheÕs 
ill and I wanted to make sure she was all right. She 
is 68 after all.Ó 

His voice sounded casual but it had a hint 
of something that unsettled me. I glanced at the 
mirror again. He had stopped fiddling with 
whatever he was messing around with before and 
had his hands set in his lap with a hint of anger still 
on his face. 

 
I hit the breaks as we came to another stop 

light.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The doctor was a bit shaken but he didnÕt 
complain and looked out the window, calculating 
something. 

 
  Not wanting to make him upset or ask a 
question he didnÕt want to anser, I put my 
concentration towards the scene ahead. The storm 
was just dark clouds and the scene had changed 
from tall city buildings to houses and barns with a 
spattering of barns here or there. 

And thatÕs when I saw it. The shotgun. I 
looked to the doctor. He had an evil grin on his face. 
Looking straight at me. 

ÒPull over,Ó he commanded. ÒGive me your 
money.Ó 

ÒWhy?Ó I asked. It seemed counterintuitive 
to me. ÒDoctors are paid way more than taxi drivers. 
You donÕt need it.Ó 

ÒMaybe a doctor in the city, but one in a 
small town,Ó he scoffed. ÒThey donÕt make 
anything.Ó 

My heart raced. if I didnÕt give him the 
money, he would surely shoot. I opened my cash 
registeredÉ and pulled out a shotgun of my own. 

ÒYou may have ordered a first-class taxi,Ó I 
snarled. ÒBut boy have you overestimated our play. 
I am tired of being treated rudely by those who I am 
just trying to be nice to,Ó I said. ÒIÕm going to end 
this one person at a time.Ó 

And with that, I shot the doctor, an 
expression of shock forever plastered on his face. 
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Red Bird 

Shrabana Ghosh 

!
Lemon 

Srinjoyi Roy Chowdhury (Age-12) 
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Where IÕm From 
 

Sanjna Banerjee (Age 14) 
 

From the mellow prayer chanting in the mornings, 
To the light smell of burning incense in the 
evenings. 
My quiet world invaded in by Mom telling me to 
eat, 
Dad talking about world news, my sisterÕs funny 
stories, my dogÕs happy pants as he walks around. 
 
From the temple values of always respecting the 
gods, 
To the home values of always respecting your 
elders, regardless of right or wrong. 
From hearing, ÒNo alternative to hard workÓ when 
slacking off, 
To the little stories that teach life lessons when 
faced with unintentional sass. 
 
From big phoenix drapes that relate to feng shui, 
To the exact placement of household items related 
to vastu. 
From the smell of sizzling garlic, cardamom, star 
anise 
To the yellow on my nails from the turmeric powder 
in my food. 
 
From meetings at the fake ÔrockÕ generators, 
To being told to meet up at the wooden benches 
near the pool at six oÕclock. 
From the sleepless nights linked up to a Nebulizer 
machine, 
To the missed days in second grade because of 
pneumonia. 
 
From the many playdates with childhood best 
friends, 
To the big family parties filled with food and 
laughter. 
 
From all the experiences,  
To all the memories. 
From the happiness, 
To the pain and sorrow. 
All of this, 
Is where IÕm from. 
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The Starbucks Coffee that Changed My Life 
                                                  
                                                       Ipsita Chatterjee 
          
ÒOne Salted Caramel Mocha 

Frappuccino,Ó my friend told the barista 
confidently. I stood next to her, feeling my 
hands shake and my eyes twitch. It has been a 
long time since I had a Starbucks drink, and I 
have never tried this drink. 

Ò$4.95,Ó the tall blonde man said behind 
the cash register. I handed him my sparkling cat 
card, and he swiped it through the cash register. 
ÒWhat is your name?Ó he asked with a painful 
looking grin from ear to ear.   

For a second, I just stood there with a 
blank look on my face. My friend nudged my 
arm to speak and I spelled out, ÒI-P-S-I-T-A.Ó 
The barista then handed me a receipt providing 
proof of purchase.  

As I waited for my drink next to the 
sugar stand, I thought about my last encounter 
at Starbucks. Practically a year ago, one of my 
friends highly recommended the Pumpkin 
Spice Latte from Starbucks. Thinking about 
how much she talked about how much she 
loved the drink, I purchased it out of naivetŽ. 
After giving the drink a try, I was disappointed. 
I discovered that I did not appreciate the drink 
as much as my other friends. It tasted sour and 
not at all sweet as I was expecting. Nonetheless, 
I was stuck sitting on the Starbucks coffee table 
drinking a latte I did not enjoy. From that day, 
I had promised myself that I wouldnÕt take risks 
that had the potential of making me unhappy.  
        After a grueling five minutes, a young 
lady called my name, butchering it in the 
process. Avoiding the spilled ice coffee on the 
floor, I snatched my drink and headed back to 
the library desk where my friend and I were 
sitting. 
        When we finally returned to the 
libraryÕs ugly wooden desk with my laptop and 
notebook on it, I placed the sweating cup next 
to my purple English notebook. I gaped at it 
dramatically for a few seconds, hoping that it 
would taste decent enough for me to finish it. 
At least it looks tasty, I thought to myself. The 
drink was brown with little white swirls inside. 
There was whipped cream beautifully 

positioned on top of the icy drink, and a 
caramel colored sauce glazed over it. I also 
noticed the little salt pieces on the whipped 
cream, which I thought were sparkles at first. 

I hesitantly took the first sip of the 
Salted Caramel Mocha Frappuccino that I had 
recently purchased from Starbucks. As my lips 
approached the green plastic straw, my friend 
stared at me with wide eyes, waiting for me to 
react to this new experience. I felt a sense of 
pressure, almost as if I was being forced to 
relish the drink. A million thoughts ran through 
my head. What if this is the Pumpkin Spice 
Latte experience again? What if I wasted my 
money? When the first portion of the drink 
finally finished its journey through the straw, 
my warm mouth was astonished by its cold, icy 
texture. Even though I was expecting a cold 
drink, I still got a little bit of a brain freeze from 
the first sip. 

The liquid reached my taste buds, and it 
tasted of mocha and a hint of caramel (hence 
the name.) Most of the caramel and salt was 
placed on the whipped cream, so it was harder 
to taste at first. I pulled my straw out of the 
drink and scooped a little but of the whipped 
cream, caramel, and salt. I was surprised by 
how well the salt and caramel worked together. 
The caramel and whipped cream were sweet, 
and the salt felt like an explosion in my mouth. 

ÒItÕs actually pretty good,Ó I told my 
grinning friend, taking another sip out of the 
clear plastic cup. 
        After about twenty minutes had passed, 
I reached the end of the drink.  Since I hadnÕt 
eaten the whipped cream yet, it tasted of 
whipped cream, caramel, and salt. I can 
honestly say it was the best Starbucks drink I 
have ever tasted. Who knew that salt and 
caramel would taste so good? After the plastic 
cup emptied, I was actually disappointed it was 
over. However, I still felt proud of myself for 
trying something I was not comfortable with. 

I have always felt like there was a wall 
blocking me from what life really is. 
Throughout high school and my life prior to 
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entering college, I was too afraid to actually 
climb over that wall. What if I fell on the way? 
Is whatever behind that wall really worth taking 
the risk of hurting myself in the process? Thus, 
my life consisted of me making the easy 
decision. I always chose to stay behind the wall, 
leaving me somehow empty.  

A large part of the human life consists 
of making decisions. Humans make choices 
every day. Whether it is about something as 
small as choosing a shirt to wear or something 
as big as choosing a college major. Whether 
one is a safe decision maker or risk taker is up 
to the person. 
        The reason I avoid trying new foods 
because I am afraid. I am afraid of the slight 
chance I might fail. On the other hand, taking 
the safe route has no risks because I know the 
outcome will be. However, the risky path has 
the unknown, and there is that risk of failing. 
Take this Salted Caramel Mocha Frappuccino 
for example. I was afraid of trying the new 
flavor because I might not like it and I would 
have to drink an entire cup that I did not enjoy. 
This also applies to other real-life events such 
as taking a class from what others have told 
you, is extremely difficult. However, if I do not 
take the initiative to take that hard class, I will 
never learn the important things that could be 
potential life lessons. 
        Fear of failure can impede someone 
from achieving their goals. If people never took 
risks, the human species wouldnÕt be nearly as 
successful as we are. If Neil Armstrong was 
afraid to get into the spaceship because he was 
afraid he would not make it, perhaps the moon 
landing would never have happened. Perhaps 
the human race would never be as successful as 
it is.  
        This safe and easy decisions lead me to 
a life of me running in circles. I chose to take 
easier classes in high school; I chose to stay 
friends with the same friends, I chose to stay in 
my comfort zone. I have recently realized when 
I go out of my comfort zone, I grow more as an 
individual. Trying the new flavor of iced 
Frappuccino made me realize that maybe 
taking the risk and failing wouldnÕt be 
horrendous. In fact, if I succeed, a great and 
joyous feeling will overwhelm me. 

        Once I came to the University of 
Arizona, I made the conscious decision that I 
did not want to be the same person I was in high 
school.  The person who lived the same old 
boring day-to-day life of eat, sleep, and repeat. 
I want to try new things and experience 
everything life has to offer. I want to be 
successful in my career, and in order to do that 
I need to take risks. 
        Trying the new drink in Starbucks was 
one of the first steps to moving over from a safe 
decision maker to a risk taker.  
 
Coming to college has helped me realize that 
without taking that risk, I may never experience 
the greatness of life. Through this experience I 
have learned that taking the initiative to start 
climbing over the wall is the hardest part. 
Sometimes, climbing that wall may even feel 
more like a brain freeze rather than blood, 
sweat and tears. During the brain freeze, it feels 
like a million needles on your brain. However, 
if you donÕt go through the slight pain of the 
brain freeze, how will you ever know if the 
outcome is sweet? Drinking the Salted Caramel 
Mocha Frappuccino at Starbucks was the first 
step for me to climb over the wall, and the first 
step already tastes sweet. 
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Snowy 

Shikha Adhikari (Age-17) 
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Imagination of Ancient Egypt 

Aryaman Majumder (Age-9) 

!
Ma Durga at a Village 
Annika Majumder (Age-6) 

!
Mukti Ð Fredom 

Archisman Chakraborty (Age-13) 

 
DNA Dragon 

Evani Snyder (Age-13) 
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$.”  !.7  ^%*8 >-2$?-:& O6 Pyramid? !=&7& b&2 

c&M87 $"=*82*& F|&V-*  $'(&)  .*%@ !)6  ) B+%&* 

M%G1/ *&F'N-=*  <"-:  %&6 Giza "&:BÀ$"* 34-*  

^%*8 >2 O6 <¦b/  )"&$W-m‚@ !)9&-76 <-?  $%7  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pharaoh Khufu, Khafre & Menkaure *  $'*&0 

Pyramid o-:&@ <-?  Sphinx O'N <-*&  U-7.  

)"&$W@ !=&7& b&2 ¼ÁÂ½ $Ã©4X-'/ O.5:  !:&.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

!B-'$?-:& 4u$1'8* )'-M-2  'C  !)#W ^%*8 .*-'  b& 

A_%&2 ÄÅ¾ RG 0 <*  M3C&2 ÆÁÂ RG 0 >-'  @ <*  %& 

.-*3  !R-:$?-:&  @ <¦-b/*  $'S2, Pyramid o-:&*  

34-*  $?:  Alabaster O* <'*p , b&* R-:  U% 'C  

Pyramid o-:&  7&$. M.M.  .*-%& @ O97 <"*&  b& 

!5$9 %& !.':  !B%-** .Z&:  @ A_%&3 !)6  )"-2*  

!M-2 ¼Â $"0&* ."@ "u% "&7QS-. F8'-V*  "-%& !*-9  

!532&* F7+ Æ½ $57 W-* O.  .i7  $M$.])&cp&:8 

(mummification) M&:&-7&3 O.  U$'=&)+ '+&4&*@ 

!)6  Mummy !.  *&9&* †* , U1/&] Pyramid !b 

<-*&  %&š'  >-' , %& <*  !'$=  .1&  $.? 

 

Pharaoh Khufu *  Pyramid 0&6 )'-M-2  'C  - %&* 

7&" Great Pyramid@ 4&1-** W&-4 W&-4 O* L& !'-2  

$.?G 0& 3Y& b&2@ !B%-* 7&"&* '+'`&3  <-?@ %-'  

Pyramid O 7&"&* A-’F7&0G.G ?&C& '&$.0& !'=   

!

!=*9$<!>?*$')@!&;!=)A$!

B$CC$*$!>?*$')@!

!B:D)(E!



!

"""#$%&'&()#&*%! -0 !

  

!



!

"""#$%&'&()#&*%! -1 !

.©.*@  !B%-* $.DG !76@ Pharaoh !5*  <"-:  

!B%-* !b Mummy 3 W7*Ç 1&.-%&, %&* !'$=*B&L- 

6 :QY >-2 $L-2-?, '&5'&$.0& O97 museum O@ 

 

Khufu*  Pyramid O* )&"-7  !1-.  L&$C-% AY:&"  @ 

L&$C M:-:&  O-.'&-*  )&>&*& "*~BÀ$"* $B%-*, O.0& 

'&$:*  4&>&-C* $5-.@ !)9&7 !1-.  )"w  "&:BÀ$"* 

O.0& panoramic view 4&32& b&2@ O.)-g  $%7-0 

'C  O'N $%7-0 !?&0 Pyramid $"$:-2 4Q-*& M‡*0& 

!59& b&2@ O6 5u=+ !59&* F-7+6 !%& $"=-*  <)&  @! 

 

Giza, Memphis, Saqqara 7& !59-:  Cairo º"p  

!=S >27&@ Giza !1-.  Djoser 4b/V b%o-:& 

Pyramid M‡* <-? , 4Q-*&0& $"-:6  UNESCO 

Heritage Site @ 

 

4-**  $57 !B&-*6 *37& Alexandria@ 4-1  4C-:&  

Catacomb (chamber used as burial place is 

known as catacomb - the word is commonly 

associated with the Roman Empire)@ <"*&  

Kom El Shoqafa *  catacomb O'N %&* )-g  

Egyptian style O* $.?G statue O'N %&-5* 

F&"&.&4C !59:&"@ Alexandria b&'&* 4-1  

Pompeii Pillar !59:&"@ Gnaeus Pompeius 

Magnus $?-:7  Roman General @ %I&* ­u$%-% O6 

Pillar@ 

 

O*4*  O-:& $"=-**  $È%82 ' ¤>’"  7L*  Alexandria. 

O-.  '-:  "Pearl of the Mediterranean" @ U4X'/ 

=>*  Cairo !1-.  "&‚  ¼¼Á $.-:&$"0&* 5X-*@ )"Q-³*  

W&-* ')-:  "7  M&27& $R-* <)-%@ !.&-7&$57 

BÀ"W+)&L* !59-'& B&$'$7@ <F  %&6 )$%+ >-2 !59&  

$5-:&@ )&L-**  W&-** !>&-0-: M&$*$5. !59-% !59-% 

5Q4Q-**  9&32& !)-* , !L:&"  Montaza Palace O'N 

'&L&7 !59-% @ !b"7  'C  c&)&5 !%"76 'C  '&L&7 - 

!5-9 !=S >2 7& @  

 

!)$5-7*  "-%& $R*-% >-:&@ *&-‚  Cairo !‘=7  !1-.  

sleeper !±-7 M-C *37& >:&"  Aswan (5$m7 $"=* )I 

Aswan >-:& 5$m7 $"=*  O* O.0& 'C  =>*@ 4*$57 

).&:  Æ 0& 7&L&5 !±7 !4ªE?-:& Aswan O@ =>-**  

4&= $5-26 '-2  M-:-? 78:75 , b&* A])  Victoria 

Lake@ 78:75 -6 )É'%¨  O."&‚  758, b&* .1&  

BÀ-L&: '6-2*  !M-2 6$%>&) '6-2  !'$=  4&32& b&2@ 

*>-)+ !†*& c&M87 $"=-**  6$%>&-) !b A4&5&7o-:& 

)'-M-2  F*~$*, %&* O.0& >-:& 78:75@ O !>7 

78:7-5*  'G-. M&*$57 W-* O$L-2 M:&, B&'-%6 

$=>*p :&L$?-:&@ b&6->&. $e-)[*  "&-)*  ¼Á %&$*9 

!4ªE-?&:&"! Aswan =>-*   =>*  O'N %&* <=4&-=*  

)'  ³©'+ †G-*$R-* !5-9 5Q4Q-* AY:&"  Cruise O@ 

$'=&:&.¤$% O.  b&‚8'&>8 F&>&F@ )'  $"$:-2 

4E&M%:&@ 4&C !1-.  3Y&* F7+ c=w  ramp, %&*4* 

.I &-M* 5*F&, metal detector !4$*-2 lobby )>  

reception @ :&: -L&$:M& 4&%& !"-; , 5Q-4&-= <*&" -

5&2. !)&R&, U7+$5-. 34-*  b&32&* M3C& Ê){$C@ 

!)&7&:8 *-Š*  !*$:N, >&%:@ Reception !4$*-2 

Restro-cum-Bar @ )-g  )-g  O-:& welcome drink 

- Rhododendron Syrup @ 5Q-$5-. 'C  F&7:& $5-2 

!59& b&-D 78:7-5*  $'w8p/ F:*&$=  <*  %&-% !B-)  

!'C&-7& UFË  )&5& 4&:-%&:& $"=*82 !7#-.& 

"Felucca"@ O.0G 4-*  9'*  O-:& <"&-5*  F7+ '*&“  

>-2-? ¾½¾ 7[*  )Q60@ U:N. ¤% .$*e*  W-* 

O-L&:&"@ 5Q-4&-=* !52&-: M"].&*  )'  painting @ 

!4ªE-?&:&" $7-F*  †-*@ $'?&7&2 J-2 , !)&R&2 '-) , 

Lµ  .*-%  .*-%  78:75-.  !59& b&2 - )&*&$57 W-* - 

>-*.  *-Š  - 7&7& !M>&*&2@ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ž&7 !)-*  !L:&"  78-M* %:&2 @ !)9&-7 $'*&0 !*w*I&@ 

Soup !1-.  dessert - $.  !76 %&-%@ O.  O.  !':&2  

O.  O.  *."  '-‹&'w@  c-%+. !':&2  7&7& F&2L&2 

!'C&-7&* '+'`&  1&-.@! 

!

69@)<9**$(9$(!89$8)@9!



!

"""#$%&'&()#&*%! -2 !

c1"  $57 $'-.-:6  !b"7  !7#-.& .-*  b&32& >-:& 

Nubian village @ $"=-**  c&M87 F7F&$% O6 

7Q$'2&7-*&@ *NM-Š ?$'  <I .&  "&t*  '&$C-% 1&-.7@ 

B&S&, 9&32&-5&32&, !4&=&., 7&M-L&-7 –%´  O6 

7Q$'2&7-*&@ L&6-e* )-g  O.F-7*  '&$C-% hG .:&" @ 

)"w  '&$C* !532&-: 7&7& ?$'  <I .&@ %I&-5* ^%*8 M& 

3 %I&-5* '&$C* ̂ %*8 $'•G0 !9-2 B&-:&6 :&L-:&@ 9G'6 

<V$*.  .1&'&%/&@ )'-M-2  <¦-b/*  $'S2 7Q$'2&7- 

*& '&$C-% .G "8*?&7& !4&-S7@ 'C  !M#'&_&* "-W+ 

.G "8* *&9& <-?@ 3I-5* .&-? .G "8* 7&$. An$%* 

:mp@ O.  O.0& ?&7& :[&2  UV% $%7 RG 0 >-'@ 

<-*&  'C  >-2 !L-:  78:7-5  !?-C $5-2 <'&*  !?&0 

?&7& W-* <7&  >2 ':-:7@  $.  Ur G% $'(&)  ! .G "8* 

3I -5* !5'%&@ %&*4* <"*&  <'&*  Felucca M-C 

W8-* W8-* <"&-5*  F&>&-F $R-* O:&"@ !)  *&%0& 

$?:  Christmas @ F&>&-F 9G' 9&32&-5&32& 7&M-L&7 

>-:&@!!

 

%-' !'$=  !5$* .*&  !L-:& 7&@ 4-**  $57 AY-% >-'  

*&% )&-C $%7-0 !% !b-% >-'  Abu - Simbel O* 

A-“-=@ *&% 1&.-% *37& >:&"@ !b-% !b-% !B&* >-2 

O-:& @ )&>&*& "*~BÀ$"* )X-b/&5-2* !b U4&z1{' !)#‹b/  

%& $:-9  c.&=  .*&  U)É'  @  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!':&  '&C-% :&L-:& , >Y&] !5$9 5X-* '&$:*  4&>&-C* 

$7-M "*8$M.& !59& b&-D@ O%$57 "*8$M.&* .1&  

'6-2  4-C$? Ð !M&-9 !5$9$7 - <F  !59:&"@ "-7  

>-D, F-:  B*& 'C  Ì5@ Abu - Simbel "$‹-**  

)&"-76 Lake Nasser @ O6 !:.  4u$1'8* "-W+ ' ¤>’"  

artificial lake @ $"=-**  President Gamal Abdul 

Nasser O* 7&-" 7&".*p  .*&  >-2-?@ O6 

President 6 Aswan High Dam 3 Lake ^%*8 

.-*-?7@  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!R*  †a& $%-7. "*~BÀ$" 4&* >-2 Aswan =>-*  !R*& 

>-:&!- cruise ?&C-:&@ 78:7-5*  F-:  !B-)  M:-% 

M:-% 5Q4&-= !M&-9 4-C !?&0 !?&0 )'G-F !†*& q&", 

!9FQ* L&-?* )&$* - <*  5X-* %&.&-: JWG '&$:@ 

<"&-5*  F&>&F-. M&*4&= !1-.  $†-* !R:$?-:&  

U)N9+ $e$Š !7#-.&@ %&-5* F&"&, =&: , M&5* 6%+&$5 

7&7&*."  4=*& $7-2@! 

  

$'-.-:  cruise !4ªE-?&-:& Kom Ombo 7&-" O.t  

!?&„ =>-*@ "$‹*  $†-* =>*@ Greek Ptolemaic 

*&F'N-=*  <"-:  O6 "$‹*  ^%*8 >-2$?:, 4-*  

Roman *& b97  *&F‡ .-*  %97 O6 "$‹*  <-*&  

An% >2 @ O* $'$Bn †* , M‡*, LB/ Lu> )'6  O.)-g  

5Q6 !5'%& Sobek O'N Haroeris O* A-“-=+  

$7-'$5%@ 5Q6 "$‹-**  ̀ &4%+ U)&W&*p@ O?&C& <-?  

.G "8* )Nq>=&:& (Alligator museum) @ c&M87 

!

B7(*)89!&(!B$D$*$!F989*<!

!GH7!B)'H9I!J9':I9 !



!

"""#$%&'&()#&*%! -3 !

$"=*82-5* F8'7-*9&  78:75  - $M*.&:6 .G "8* 

A4Í%@ %&6 .G "8*-.  O*& !5'%& '-:  A4&)7& .*%@ 

"&7Q-S* "-%& .G "8-**3 Mummy '&7&-%& @! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cruise ?&C-:& @ 4*$57 !B&-* !4ªE-?&-:& Edfu =>-*@ 

!)9&-7 !7-"  !†&C&* L&$C-% M-C M::&"  "$‹-*@ O6 

"$‹*3  Greek !5*  <"-:6  ^%*8, !5'%& Horus !.  

$7-'$5%@ U-7.0&  !>I-0 !†&*&, 6$%>&)-. F&7& @ 5Q4Q* 

>-:& Esna =>-*@ O9&-7 78:7-5*  34-*  O.0& 

$'=&:  Lock-gate <-?  @ O.  O.  .-*  cruise-ship 

!)9&7 $5-2 4&* >2 @ O9&-7 4&* >-% U-7.m7  )"2  

:&-L@ $.B&-' Lock-gate .&F  .-* , F-:*  w*  

3Y&7&"& .-* , !)6  4Q-*& c$…2&0& cruise O* !e-.  

5I&$C-2 !59& b&2@ 4CV !':&2  b97  cruise 0& !=S 

LV'+ Luxor =>-*  !4ªE-?&-:&, %97 "70& !'=  9&*&46 

:&L$?: @ 34-*  A-Y !=S'&-**  "-%& M&$*$5.0& †G-* 

!5-9 O:&"  - $"=-**  Nile Cruise O.  U$'­*p82  

b&‚&@! 

 

 

7&"-% >-:& F&>&F !1-.  @ !=S >-:& )&>&*& "*~BÀ$"* 

4$¦"  4&-C* b&‚&@ O'&* 78:7-5*  U4*$5-.  

)&>&*& "*~BÀ$"* 4X'/4&-C Luxor @! 

 

Hetepheres $?-:7  c&M87 $"=*82 )B+%&* O.  

o*~‡4Xp/ '+$¬‡@ O'&* <"*&  $R-* <)-'&  

<WG$7. .&-:@ Khufu *  Great Pyramid O* !4?-7  

¾¿¼Á )&-:  !b )QCg41 <$'Î&*  >-2$?: !)0& $?:  

%I&* "& Hetepheres O* <"-:*@  Valley of Kings 

O Khufu *  Pyramid O* .&?&.&$? U7Q)K&7 .*-%  

$L-2 '&$:*  78-M 4&32& $L-2$?-:& O.  $'=&:  4&1-** 

°.@ °.  !.-0  !59& !L-:& !B%-* O.0& )QCg @ 

4&1-** Ê){$C !7-"  !L-? $7-M@ w-* w-* 4&1* M&4& 

4-C <-?  @ !)6  4&1* )$*-2  $7-M !7-"  c&2 ¼½ $"0&* 

b&32&* 4-*  4&32& $L-2-? c&2 4E&M >&F&* '?*  

<-L*  :Q$.-2 1&.& 6$%>&), !'=  $.?G Hieroglyph @ 

%&-%6 A-Y O-)-?  O.0& 7&" Hetepheres - F&7& 

!L-? $%$7 Pharaoh Khufu-*  "&@ %I&* –&"8 

Uµ'2-)  "&*& b&32&* 4*  $%$76 *&-F+* >&: W-*7 @ 

!)&7& $5-2 'I&W&-7& O.  $'-=S !M2&-* M&*F7 "&7Q-S* 

.I &-W !M-4 †G*-%7 $%$7 @ %I&* $)N>&)7 $?:  !)&7&2 

!"&C&@ Hetepheres >-:7  c1"  7&*8 Pharaoh @ 

%97.&*  "&7QS $'(&)  .*-%& b&* Pyramid b% 'C  

!)  %% ">&7@ O0&6 $?:  %97.&*  concept@ !)6  

$>)&-' Hetepheres O* !.&-7& $'=&:  ­u$%$MÏ !76@ 

c&M87 $"=*82 )B+%&* )'-M-2  m"%&=&:8 7&*8 

M$*‚ $?-:7  *&78 "Hatshepsut" @ Valley of Kings 

O* Pyramid of Giza *  4&-=6 *-2-? "&7Q-S* "Q-9* 

<5-:  O.t  )Q$'=&: !)#W, b&-. ':&  >2 Sphinx @ 

O* !.&-:*  .&-? <-?  O.t  4&1*9• , b& $"=-**  

cÇ%x $'B&L !.&-7&.&*-p <C&:  .-*  !*-9-?  @ 

.$1% <-?  Tuthmosis III !.  O6 !5'5X% Sphinx 

B$'S+]'&78 .-*$?-:7  !b $%$7 >-' 7 $"=-**  O.  

">&7 Pharaoh @ Tuthmosis III O* )]"&  $?-:7  

Hatshepsut @! 

 

Valley of the Kings O* A-Ð&$5-. Luxor @ O9&-7 

O-)  c1-"  $7-F* !M&9-. $'(&)  .*&  "Q=$.:@ O-%& 

)Q$'=&: "$‹*@ 4u$1'8* )'/.&-:*  ' ¤>’"  

"$‹*o-:&*  "-W+ O.t  O9&-7 U'$`%  - 7&" 

Karnak@ !B%-* 4&1-** ^%*8 AEMG column 

UV%4-m Ä½ t  >-'@ <-*&  O$L-2 >:†* , %&*"-W+ 

!
!

GII)%$<&*!67897'K!L&'!M'H&!

G<!L&'!M'H&!



!

"""#$%&'&()#&*%! -4 !

UFË  Papyrus @ O6 "$‹*  ^%$** !4?-7  U-7.  

Pharaoh O* U'5&7  <-?@ O9&-76 c1"  9GI-F 

4&32& b&2 *&78 Hatshepsut O* U$w‡@! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luxor O* O6 "$‹-*  $.”  Pyramid O* "-%& !.&-7& 

)"&$W`:  !76@ O6 Karnak "$‹-**  "&;&"&$; 

!59-% 4&32& b&2 ¾½½ RG 0 A_%&* $'=&:  Obelisk 

'& wÉ, b& '&$7-2$?-:7 *&78 Hatshepsut @ O6 

wÉo-:& $?:  <.&=  (heaven) O'N 4u$1'8* 

)N-b&L`-:*  $MÏ@ O* U$w‡ c"&7 .-* , O* )&"-7  

5I&$C-2 *&78 !b7 !5'%&-5* )-g  )*&)$*  .1&  ':-%7  

<*  O6 wÉo-:& '+'Ñ% >-%& O.  W*-p* spiritual 

antennae! $>)&-' @ *&78* $7-5/ -= %].&:87  $=µ8*& 

L-C %G-:$?-:7  %I&* 5Q-*."  U$w-‡* $75=/7@ 

O.t-%  Pharaoh $>)&-' %I&* ?$'-% FQ-C $5-:7  

7.:  5&$C, b& O.F7  4Q*~-S* m"%&* 6$g% .*-'  @ 

U1/&] $%$7 4Q*~-S* !M-2 !.&-7& UN-=6 5Q'/: $?-:7  

7& @ <'&*  U7+ ?$'-% !5'%&* )&"-7  5I&$C-2 c&1/7& 

.*-?7  *&78, !b9&-7 $%$7 O.F7  7&*8 @ O-%&  

cB&'=&:8 >32& )-x3  $%$7 $.”  6$%>&-) !)*."  

F&2L& 4&7$7 @! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O'&* b&-'& 78:7-5*  A-Ð&$5-.* $'=&:  A4%+.&2 

b&-. ':&  >2 City of the dead @ O9&-7 <-?  

*>)+"28 *&78 Hatsepsut O* )"2  ^%*8 >32& 

<-*&  ! O.t  $75=/7, b&* 7&" "Deir El-Bahri" @  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!5'%&* .&-? "&7Q-S* $7-F-.  A])L/  .*&*  F&2L& @ 

O6 "$‹-**  )&"-7  <-?  Pharaoh Hatsepsut O* 

"Xz%{@ O6 "Xz%{* "Q9 U$'.:  O.  7&*8*@ c&M87 

$"=*82 "u%G+* !5'%& Osiris O* "Q9 U':[-7@  

"$‹-**  !532&-: !9&5&6 .*&  cMG*  ?$'  <F3  UmQ n 

*-2-?@! "$‹-**  )&"-7  '&$:*  "-W+ O.t  L&? *-2-?@ 

L&6-e* .1&  U7Qb&28 O6 L&?t  Hatsepsut O* 

$7-F* >&-% :&L&-7& @! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!

F9)*!NIOP$D*)!

!!

L$*($Q!J9':I9!

!

B:D)(E!

J*99!:I$(<9@!H?!R$<89:87<!



!

"""#$%&'&()#&*%! .+ !

Luxor !59& !=S .-*  !)&F& $4-M* *&w& W-* '&-)  

Hurghada @ U4X'/ F&2L& - O-.'&-*  !:&$>% )&L-**  

(red sea) W&-* )Q‹*  )&F&-7& =>*  @ Sea beach O*  

34-*6  'C  'C  resort@ <"*&  beach O* 34-*  

O*."6  O.0& resort O $F$7)4‚  !*-9  old town 

"El Dahar" †G-* O:&"  @  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5Q$57 )"Q-³ ž&7, 9G$="-%& 9&32&5&32&, $'«&", 

resort O* UFË  !5&.&-7 !†&*&, 6-D"-%& !.7&.&0& 

.*&  !L-:& @ O-%& 4$*Î&* 78:  F:  )"Q-³*  !'&W>2 

<$"  <*  !.&1&3 !5$9$7 @ $57 !=S >-2 !L-:& @ 

Hurghada !1-.  !)&F& '&-)  .-*  Cairo - 0&7& c&2 

5= †a& :&L-:&@ $.”  )"2  !'&;& b&2 7&@ )Q‹*  *&w& 

<*  4&= $5-2 '-2  M-:-? red sea @ Cairo $L-2 

!4ªE?-% )-K+ >-2 !L-:& @ 39&7.&* cW&7 shopping 

market "Khan El-Khalili" !% )&"&7+ $.?G !.7&.&0& 

.-*  •&V =*8-* !>&-0-: $R*:&"  @!!

 

4*$57 ).&-:  Cairo !1-.  !R*&* 4&:& |! 

""WG* !%&"&* !=S !b 7& 4&6, c>*  >-:& !=S" 

 

O-%& )Q‹*  !5=, O-%& !59&* $F$7), )'  $:-9  !=S 

.*&  b&2 7& @ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!S9@!B9$!H9$TD!

!

!
Colorful Eye 

Rupsaa Goswami (Age-12) 
!

!
Full Moon at San Ramon 

Rupsaa Goswami (Age-12) 
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4 5/6  - The Memories  
!
Sharanya Roy (Age 11) 
 
It was the evening of ÒDashamiÓ, 
The handwoven carpets were folded, 
The poles were being pulled out, 
The tarp was being rolled, 
 
And broken pieces of coconuts stuck to the felt. 
 
Maa Durga stood in a corner, 
 
Just thinking, 
 
In a posture of quiet resolve, 
Serene and peaceful, 
Determined to spread hope 
Throughout this mystifying world. 
 
We had our lunch of khichdi and labra 
We all had fake smiles on our faces, 
 
Feeling disappointed, 
 
Some wore distant, faraway, brooding expressions 
on their faces, 
We all said, "No, we are too busy for the last 
veneration", 
But we were filled with sorrow, 
 
Those smiles, 
Those memories, 
 
Will not be back for another year. 
We all went towards the pandel, 
Slowly being dismantled, 
We reflected on the last four days, 
 
Delightful, 
Auspicious, 
Merry, 
And Euphoric. 
 
With a heavy heart and weary legs, 
We all started to walk away, 
Towards the horizon, 
 
 
 
 
 

All I wished while walking was an extension, 
An extension of this festival, 
An extension for Puja, 
Tears were on my cheek, 

!
Yearning to never let this moment go, 
As soon as I rubbed my cheek, 
My wish was fulfilled, 
 
Maa Durga was not on the pandal, 
 
But in my heart, 
Like always. 

 
!
!
 
 
Modern Love 
 
Monomit Bhowmick 
 
WeÕre the victim of modern love. 
Armed with the magic screen, 
Refreshing, decoding pings and chatter 
often floating in a sleepless stutter. 
 
Reactions come and go. 
Words are free. 
Every click is an avenue to you. 
Filters to make us evergreen and new. 
 
We are masked assassins; we feel no fear. 
Abundant hearts relentless smiles.  
WeÕre here, weÕre near. 
 
Yet life feels shallow, life feels hollow. 
But we never give up 
We try with a thousand-follow. 
 
In this modern world 
Love feels strange. 
Every beacon tells me itÕs you 
Yet the soul is empty, heart so blue. 
 
 

! !

!
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                                                   Space Story            
                                                 
                                                 Aryaman Majumder (Age 9) 
!
Have you ever seen a reusable rocket 

carrying humans to space and placing them into 
orbit perfectly? Two astronauts had the opportunity 
to get on board into Crew Dragon. It was a hot 
morning when the SpaceX rocket that was as high 
as a 21story tower was preparing for a launch. 
People were settling on the ground to watch the 
launch. Even President Donald Trump came to 
watch the launch. The astronauts Bob and Doug 
came suited and prepared for the mission to reach 
ISS (International Space Station). The crowd was 
cheering for the brave astronauts as they got on 
board the spacecraft. The time was flying, there was 
one more hour for the big rocket to launch. The 
rocket was launching from NASA in Florida at 
12:22 pm pacific time. As time passed and the 
astronauts were ready, it was time for the count 
down. 

The crowd went wild and shouted Ò10, 9, 8, 
7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, BLAST OFF!Ó 

 
The engines turned on and fired into the 

blue sky. As the rocket soared and disappeared into 
the sky, people cheered. The first stage of the rocket 
disconnected after 2 minutes 30 seconds and came 
back to the launchpad. SpaceX will reuse the first 
stage rocket for another mission. The first stage 
rocket contains 9 Merlin engines and the second 
stage contains one Merlin  engine. Then stage two 
carried Dragon into the ISS orbit. When the crew 
dragon finally reached space, the cameras took 
images of the earth from space and sent it to NASA. 
 

The astronauts checked the geometry and it 
was right. The crew dragon docked. Everybody 
watched the camera that was connected to the 
rocket. The audience could see the whole view of 
the spacecraft and the planets. Everybody was 
cheering because it docked. The view from the 
rocket was a galaxy full of stars with planets. 
Bob and Doug started talking to the astronauts who 
were there before and one of the astronauts needed 
to go to the bathroom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The astronaut floated to the bathroom but the toilet 
was broken. The astronaut needed to go quickly. All 
bathrooms were out of order and only the plumber 
of the space help center could help. The astronaut 
called the Space Help Center. The Space Help 
Center told the instructions to fix the toilet. Soon 
the astronaut fixed the toilet and went to the 
bathroom and came back to the rocket control room. 
  

They started eating, talking and playing 
chess with the astronauts who were already there on 
the ISS. Bob and Doug settled in the main room and 
were doing their duties. They helped operate 
systems of the ISS. Bob loved taking space walks. 
Crew dragon also carried new batteries for the ISS. 
Bob replaced the old batteries of the ISS with the 
new batteries and completed his space walk. They 
stayed in the ISS for 2 months. 

 
Now it was time to head back to Earth, the 

crew dragon was going to splash in the sea. The 
astronauts were brave and ready to splash in the 
water. The crew dragon disconnected by the robotic 
arm of the ISS. 

 
The crew dragon sailed towards the earthÕs 

atmosphere really fast. It sailed twenty times faster 
than speed. At this extreme stage the temperature of 
the surrounding air of the spacecraft exceeded 7000 
degree centigrade. Finally, the rocket splashed into 
the water under parachutes in the Gulf of Mexico, 
Florida, like me diving into a pool. The SpaceX 
recovery ship took the astronauts safely on board to 
their ships. Everybody was cheering inside the 
ships. 

 
The astronauts arrived at NASA, Houston with an 
airplane. They came out of the car. Everybody was 
standing around them and cheering as they entered 
the building. It was a fun day for the astronauts. 
They were taking pictures and were having a party 
with the whole team including Elon Musk. 
 
 
!

!
!
! !
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"Little things mean a lot" 
 
Neetra Chakraborty (Age 13)  
 
 

The shrill shrieking of the alarm in the morn. 
The sweet soft song sung by the first bird. 
Those warm early morning showers 
The comforting feel of my hoodie and jeans. 
The world stirring awake at dawn  
But now all of itÕs just gone. 
 
Watching hills roll by on the way to school 
Kids giggle and gossip in groups at the gates 
Worksheets and books splayed across my desk 
The chitter and chatter of my closest friends 
A teacherÕs warm approving smile. 
Sights and sounds I wonÕt have for a while. 
 
The wind through my hair while I ride my bike 
Flipping through books at the library 
Feeding crumbs to cooing pigeons at the park 
Saying 'Hi' to known faces I pass  
Walking through rainbow aisles at the store 
Everyday pleasures that are no more. 
 
I never thought I'd miss  
These million little sounds and sights 
To live through them all again 
Would bring me such sheer delight. 
Those tiny joys I never noticed 
Those mundane everyday chores 
ThereÕs nothing I wouldnÕt give 
To relive it all once more. 
 
Now that I stay at home all day, 
I can tell you that itÕs true 
You never realize what you have 
Until itÕs taken away from you. 
Maybe in these hard times, 
We can hear a tiny voice say 
ThereÕs so much value to be found 
In the little moments of every day. 

! !
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                                                       Welcome Home  

                                                            Toshani Banerjee (13 Years) 

Finally, the day IÕd been waiting for since my 
parents told me the news 9 months ago. It was 
the morning of April 7th, 2015. The air was 
warm and smelled like ginger tea. I awoke that 
day knowing it was special because a new 
member was going to be joining our family, and 
was waiting for us in the hospital. The sky was 
extra blue, with the sun gleaming through the 
windows like a flashlight. My grandparents 
were drinking their tea, waiting for me. Their 
eyes showed the excitement they had. I ate my 
food as fast as I could and was ready to go. 

The previous night, my parents went to the 
hospital because my baby brother was on his 
way. I couldnÕt hold in my excitement any 
longer and kept jumping up and down. But I 
stopped midway, realizing that I would become 
a big sister in a few hours (I was 8 at the time). 
I wondered if he would look like me when I was 
a baby, or if he looked completely different. I 
thought about what I would do the day I get to 
meet my brother and if he had any hair. That 
night I did not get any sleep! I kept tossing and 
turning, too excited to even sleep.  

The next thing I knew I was in the car, on my 
way to see my new baby brother. My dad gave 
my grandparents and me each a visitorÕs pass. I 
walked with a big smile on my face ready to see 
my mom. We walked in and the first thing I saw 
was a dark room with a little bit of lighting 
coming from the window. And right after that 
was my mom, and next to her my little brother 
in his hospital crib. As i walked slowly towards 
the crib everything else was zoned out. I peeked 
into the crib and saw him, sleeping peacefully. 
He had a little name tag on his wrist. I stared at 
him still not believing that he was actually 
there. Everything was quiet and it was just me 
and him. He had little to no hair, soft fingers 
which were little, and looked like the cutest 
thing IÕve ever seen. 

My mind finally wandered back to the room. I 
gave my mom a warm hug. I was glad to see 
her and I told her everything about the night 
after they left.  

My mom and dad asked me and my 
grandparents how we were doing. Sometimes I 
would see a nurse coming in to check my mom 
and brother. As time went by my brother started 
to wake up. One by one each of my family 
members held him and took a picture with him. 
When it was my turn, I was really nervous. 
After some time, I gathered up the courage and 
my grandma gave him to me so I could hold 
him. He looked very peaceful and was a little 
bundle of joy. My mom told me how fragile a 
newborn is and I definitely believed her. When 
I touched his head, it was soft like a pillow! I 
took my first ever picture with him and put him 
back in his basket. He fell asleep in a few 
minutes.  

I stayed in the hospital until some of our family 
friends came to visit. They all brought colorful 
balloons and giant gifts. I could hear people say 
ÒHeÕs so cuteÓ, ÒYou are so luckyÓ, and other 
things. All our friends asked how my mom was 
doing and started talking like they always do. 
My best friend took me to the corner of the 
room and told me about having a younger 
brother and tips on how to deal with them. But 
I told her he was only a few hours old. My 
brother started to wake up and all our friends 
went silent. They held him one by one in their 
arms. I showed my brother the balloons and he 
stared at them completely clueless. My mom 
finally got him back, and we first took a family 
picture and then a group photo. I met the nurses 
who helped my mom and thanked them. Then 
my grandparents and I went home (My mom 
and dad had to stay in the hospital with the baby 
for 2 more days). That night I felt wonderful 
and was in a joyful mood. From that day 
onward, I knew my life was about to change. 
And since then it definitely did (  
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The Day I Won A Chess Tournament 
 

Vikram Chakrabarty Snyder 
 
Mmm.. these, these are good. No awesome, I 
thought. I was eating breadsticks on our drive 
to chess class.  Well, Jalep! no breadsticks to be 
exact.  As I reached for the third one, I realized 
that we were already at my chess class. 

ÒByeÓ I said to my mom, gulping some 
ranch dressing that went with the breadsticks. 

ÒHope you win today, Shona!Ó My 
mom exclaimed. 
As I walked inside my chess class, I 

threw the ranch away. 
Then, I listened to the chess 

lesson.  This is boring, I thought.  After the 
lesson was over I checked what place I was in. 
It was surprising.  I was in eighth place.  That 
is pretty good for only the third week of chess 
class.  Finally, it was time for the AWESOME 
tournament game.   When I looked at the chart 
which said who was playing, I immediately 
speed walked excitedly to table 6.  Then, I saw 
a guy that won against somebody I could not 
beat myself.  

 
Uh-oh, I thought. This is going to be a tough 
game. 
            ÒAre you Vikram?Ó He asked. 

ÒYes,Ó I gulped. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
            ÒAre you Srinivasan?Ó I asked kind of 
confidently. 

ÒYes,Ó Srinivasan replied. 
With that, we shook hands and started 

the tournament game. 
After the tournament ended, I was very 

happy because I won the tournament 
game.  Then, I heard Srinivasan crying. So, I 
played a practice game against him. While we 
were playing the practice game, I told him 
about how long I had been in the same level, 
but that made him cry harder.  

Eventually, he won the practice game, 
and I was happy that it made him stop crying. 

Then, my dad picked me up. 
Aw come on I thought, I wanted to play 

tag with the other kids at chess class. I wanted 
to stay back a bit longer. 

ÒHow did it go Shona?Ó he asked 
ÒGoodÓ I replied, ÒI played a little kid 

and won but, he started to cry. So, I played a 
practice game against him and he won and I 
was happy he won.Ó 

ÒThank you for being nice to him,Ó my 
dad said. 

ÒYouÕre welcome,Ó I replied. 
 
 
 
 
  

Mousnita Palit (Age-19) 
! !

Rishika Bhattacharya (Age 11) 
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