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The little wish turned into a dream�Y�����v�����š�Z���v���]�v�š�}�������Œ�����o�]�š�Ç�Y���š�Z���v�l�•���š�}���Ç�}�µ�����o�o�J 
 
Agomoni - the small group of like-minded, fun-loving enthusiasts, is just �}�À���Œ�������Ç�����Œ���}�o�����v�}�Á�Y�����v�����l�����‰�•��growing! And what a year 
it has been! Multiple events spanning socio-cultural to philanthropic, being conceived planned, and executed to perfection by our 
very own dear Agomoni members�Y 
 
Who knew that amongst our members we had the talent to develop and execute efficient processes to host various events, big and 
small, to immaculate perfection, be it the mega Durga Puja 2017 event, or participation at the San Ramon Art & Wind Festival, or 
the Agomoni �����q�
�� �����q �î�‹����, or the innovative Nrityamela! And who knew that each of our Committee Leads would, so effortlessly, 

turn into epitomes of perfection in their respective domains and transform their teams into functioning like well-oiled machinery�Y 
 
And not to forget the Young Agomoni Brigade whose youthful innocence and impeccable performances in song and dance continue 
to win accolades and hearts wherever they go!  
 
Who knew that amongst us was a budding, supremely talented actor �t cum �t director �t cum �t writer capable of churning out brilliant 
plays�Y  
 
Who knew that amongst us were especially talented actors coming forward to ably support and execute such beautiful acts on 
stage�Y  
 
Who knew that amongst us were gifted singers capable of rendering melodious numbers at will (Bong Connection needs a special 
mention)�Y  
 
Who knew that amongst us was a Trio of exceptional talent and skill, who can bring together multiple dance forms on a collective 
stage of prominence and delightful execution�Y 
 
And here, my fellow Board Members deserve special mention for their untiring efforts and dedication in growing and guiding 
Agomoni to where it is today! 
 
So, this is Agomoni for you, where talent meets creativity, lovingly nurtured by benevolent hearts and caring souls! 
 
All this made possible by working together like one big happy family! Who knows what more delectable surprises and wondrous 
miracles are in store in the future! 
 
And now, hosting the Second Successive Annual Durga Puja Mega Event for the year 2018, with renewed vigor and energy, and 
newer and brighter ideas in the sprawling San Ramon Central Park to re-create our very own �
���%���� �
�� ���ý��, with your continued 

patronage and support!  
 
Joy Ma Durga! 
 
Avijit Laha 
Board President 
Agomoni

 
 

  
Chief Editor: Tania Bhattacharya 

Cover Illustration: Painted by Agomoni Decoration Team for 2017 Durga Puja 
Editor & Proof Reader: Bipasa Laha 
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Spiritual Poems 

Vedanta Maharaj 

Now 
 

In day- night rotation one day final day'll come 
Any negativity couldn't make endurable solution 
Steadily philanthropic walking to save bright now 
Instead of Macy diplomacy, may love be our vow 
Nature may be an important part of imaginary God 
Messiah Lord could be our prior sublime aspirator 
The sun is playing to human the mysterious game 
One illuminated acting the game by many name 
I'll be hugging with silent health of universal time 
Time'll remain with immense no mans land mime 
Soul can make our mad mind for flexible charity 
Like a magnet while heart as soul mate chastity 
In tiny life span how, one can hold pertaining wisdom 
Revolving lives with universal time by unknown time 
Every moment of on going now must be meaningful 
Whole future'll come with enjoyable soothe cool. 
 
Life Force 
 
The reddish Sun coming with life at dawn  
As I see by the moment eyes closing down  
How the sun getting fuel to be illuminated 
If you start some day going to be ended 
Time measuring what's the right moment 
Before shut down must ' ve Judgement 
If happened intellect's on but mind's dead 
At least round up whatever out of head 
While mind is losing imaginary power 
Then cosmic problems couldn't bother   
Human along side all living being sector 
How they accept during catastrophe matter 
Life doesn't know what's the meaning of its 
while hope is friend to frustration its feast. 
 

Window 
 
From the window as I see the moon 
Same window gets shown rain 
Quite often I see many scary witch 
Window opening the way of sea beach 
Window opening the gesture of cemetery 
Closing my eyes, I can feel mystery 
Thirsty souls ' re strolling here there 
Are they looking for pretty-loving shelter? 
From the same place I see huge chaos 
I can remember a lot of harmful envious  
I get enjoy unlimited stupid diplomacy 
Negative thoughts can't make own Marcy 
I get positive touch of healing while praising 
In heart divine vibration God himself making 
About rebirth I'm really in profound dark 
Road of the next life uneven even in mask 
One day severe storm made broken the window 
As I felt arrow came on heart from unknown bow. 
 
Address to God 
 
Oh, invisible universal omnipotent Almighty Lord 
By the grace let you erase pain from the world 
Then let you come to sing a few songs 
Upon our soft sweet divine lungs 
Floating the mind just over there 
Where endless sky laughing for ever 
I'm swimming in the stream of the time 
With dreamy mind seeing all like a mime 
For mental food how restless still am I 
Being aimlessly haunting from soil to sky 
Really where are you living oh my dear God 
Are you living in all hearts as a supreme Lord!
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Agomoni: Charitable and Philanthropic activities 
 

Arup Dutta 
 

It has been a great first year for Agomoni! I would like to take 
this opportunity to share that Agomoni has received 501c(3) 
federal tax exemption with the Internal Revenue Service. This 
allows any donations made to Agomoni to be tax deductible.  
 
In the last one year, our members participated in activities 
benefiting Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano that serves 
182,000 people each month and distribute over 70,000 lbs of 
food every day. Agomoni members participated in three food 
donation drives and donated a total of 420 lbs of food 
equivalent to 350 meals. During spring and summer of 2018, 
Agomoni organized two volunteering events where members 
contributed to a total of 46 volunteer hours. During the 
Memorial Day weekend at the San Ramon Art and Wind 
Festival, Agomoni members participated in cultural program 
organized by the city. Agomoni also organized a fund-raising 
drive for Northern California Wildfire Disaster Relief Donation. 
All proceeds received from this drive were donated to 
American Red Cross who is working tirelessly to help the 
victims of the deadly wildfires that burnt across Northern 
California. Agomoni had supported and continues to support 
various other charitable organization�•���]�v���o�µ���]�v�P���E�����v���]�U���Z�Ç���v�[�•��
Well Foundation, Autism Speaks, Polaris and Open-Heart 
Kitchen. 
 
At Durga Puja event this year, Agomoni is hosting an exhibition 
of artwork contributed by community members. Agomoni is 

thankful to all the members who are participating in the 
exhibition and is donating the proceeds from the sale of the 
artwork. The proceeds will be used for our charitable activities. 
Like last year, Agomoni is organizing a Food Drive during Durga 
Puja this year as well. We hope to be able to donate around 
500 meals. 

 
Going forward we would like to continue supporting all the 
charitable activities and charitable organizations that we have 
supported so far. This year for Thanksgiving we are planning to 
host a community Thanksgiving dinner for all. This would be 
open to all, primarily for people who may not have the ways 
and means to celebrate the Thanksgiving Day. 
 
We would encourage our members to participate in 
volunteering events that are organized to support our 
community. If you are passionate about some community give-
back ideas that you would like to champion, please reach out 
to us! Please visit our booth at Agomoni Durga puja to share 
your thoughts and learn more about our activities. 
 
We would like to thank all our members, sponsors and well-
wishers for your support in our mission. We look forward to 
working with you! We wish you and your family a very happy 
and fulfilling festive season!  
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Beauty of Seasons 

Audrija Sain, Grade 5 

 

 

 

Palette of Nature 

Ahana Mukherjee, Grade 6  
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The Tree 

Neetra Chakrabarti, Grade 5 

Far away, in the midst of a forest 
On the grass fresh and green 

A huge old tree with shady leaves 
And widespread roots could be seen. 

 
On the branch of the tree safe and sound 

Was a cozy little nest 
Where a mother and two little birds 

Came to eat and rest. 
 

���v�������Ç���š�Z�����š�Œ�����[�•���P�v���Œ�o�Ç���š�Œ�µ�v�l 
In the cool and restful shade 

A brother and sister who lived nearby 
Always came and played. 

 
�K�v���š�Z�����š�Œ�����[�•���•�o���v�����Œ���š�Á�]�P�• 

There grew such pretty flowers 
Where hummingbirds and butterflies 

Would lounge about for hours. 
 

And everyday the tree took in 
Used, unclean air 

And then put it back in the world 
Clean, for creatures everywhere. 

 
When the critters needed fruit in summer 
And the air was filled with sickening heat 
Out popped fruit in bunches and bunches 

Cool, ripe and sweet. 
 

And then one dreadful summer morn 
The tree heard a strange sound 

Low and menacing�U���o�]�l���������š�]�P���Œ�[�•���Œ�}���Œ 
Rumbling through the forest ground. 

 
�&�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����(�}�Œ���•�š�[�•���š���v�P�o�����}�(�����µ�•�Z���• 

There emerged a big machine. 
And the trees fell over like skittles 

It destroyed all that was green. 
 

Now the ground where the tree once stood 
Is a land dusty, dirty and bare 

And that lovely tree, that was once a home 
Is a lifeless set of chairs! 

 
 
 

A Letter to the Elder Sister 
 

Tiyasa Khanra 
 

Didishona, 

This is not a poem.  
This is a museum of relics  
crafted carefully into paragraphs  
as a keepsake of the nineteen summers we shared.  
I'm parting for hostel from you, 
in an ever-widening space 
where the world will only see the smiles I wear,  
and never the untold traumas  
you tenderly treated with care. 
 
This is not a poem. 
I do not behold a memory of the mother. 
But I have observed you curtaining your needs to fulfil mine 
for you never wanted misery to be served upon my plate  
along with multiple foul mouths  
holding me guilty of mother's childbirth complication,  
and death. 
 
This is not a poem.  
In silence, I paint a portrait of the mother in my sleep.  
She looks like you. 
She carries a lingering smell,  
same as your jasmine perfume oil. 
She narrates me Chhotoder Ramayan under the gentle 
sunshine of springtime. 
She gulps down the bigger slice of the pain,  
just like you do,  
with an extra smile. 
 
This is not a poem. If it were,  
I would have locked all the shimmering stars in a jar  
and floodlight your sightless eyes. 
 
This is not a poem.  
I wish I could write one. 
 
NB: Inspired by the true story of an orphan who is taken care 
by her blind elder sister. More power to these Devis who put 
their heart and soul to the betterment of their loved ones! 
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Gallery �± A collage of paintings 
Srishti Mazumder, Age 10 
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One Great Year of Agomoni 
 

Srishti Mazumder, 10 years 
 
���o�š�Z�}�µ�P�Z���]�š�[�•���������v�������Ç�����Œ���}�(�����P�}�u�}�v�]�U 
It feels just like yesterday -  
So let's go back in time all the way! 
It was just a school day, 
When a special idea was thought, 
What if they brought durga puja nearer, 
It was soon so much clearer, 

Cultural, food, and decoration committee 
And in the end, it was all so pretty! 
One year of Agomoni has been great 
Oh! All the good food we ate, 
The cool songs we danced to, 
The beautiful melodies we sung to, 
But oh! how i long to go back in time and relive it once more, 
Laughing, and fighting, learning and teaching, 
The success and the failure, having fun all the way, 
Everyone who helped Agomoni become what it is today, 
Could we please have another go at one more great year of 
Agomoni? 

 

Fall Glory 
Avinash Laha, 19 years
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�¼���� �����q�
�� �����q �î�‹���� 
Satarupa Chakravarty and Sauravi Mazumder 

Photo credits: Bitan Biswas 
Agomoni is now 1 year old, a toddler, you might say! 

���µ�š���•�Z���[�•�����o�Œ�������Ç���š���l���v���u�]�P�Z�š�Ç���•�š�Œ�]�����•�����v�����Z���•�����}�u���������o�}�v�P���Á���Ç�J 
 

 

It was a very casual discussion that very soon turned 
�]�v�š�}������ �•���Œ�]�}�µ�•�����(�(�}�Œ�š�����v�������v���}�Œ�P���v�]�Ì���š�]�}�v���}�(���Z�Œ�������Ç���š�}��
�i�}�]�v�[�� �Z���‰�‰�Ç�� �(���u�]�o�]���•�X�� �Z���u�]�v�]�•���]�v�P�� �}�v�� �š�Z���� �‰���•�š�� ���v����
celebrating the success and birth of �ë�ø���	��, all the 

members planned to get together on an idyllic Sunday 
afternoon with �ë���� , food and cultural 

performances. 
 
�����q�
�� �����q celebrations started with a brief speech by the 

President Avijit Laha and Board Member, Mausumi 
Biswas. This was followed by enthusiastic 
performances from the kid-brigade including beautiful 
�Œ�����]�š���š�]�}�v���}�(���^�µ�l�µ�u���Œ���Z���Ç�[�•���‰�}���u�•�����v�� avibrant group 
dance on the rhythm of �Z���������è ���������è �A���������[!  

 
With � �̂
�ç���û���� �B�������÷�_��not too far away, the next section 

was dedicated to Kabiguru Rabindranath Tagore. It 
�•�š���Œ�š������ �Á�]�š�Z�� ���� �Z�µ�u�}�Œ�}�µ�•�� �š���l���� �}�v�U�� �^�t�Z�}�� �]�•��
�Z�����]�v���Œ���v���š�Z�� �d���P�}�Œ���M�_�� �(�}�o�o�}�Á������ ���Ç�� �‰�}�‰�µ�o���Œ��
�������7���ð���� by our talented members.  

 
The celebrations ended with a beautiful and colorful 
dance presentation, rejoicing the great poet and his 
eternal songs. A day well spent with kids engaged in 
� �̂����� �ë�ç���ö��,�_��awesome food and getting together as 

a one big Agomoni family! 
 

�ã�Ÿ���û���� �ù���	 
�:�
 �������� �� �:�ô���� ���	 �� 

�m�ô�
 �ã�Ÿ���û�����ù���	 �ï���	 �ä���
!"  ����  �������  �õ���� �ä�à�ï���õ�
����, 
�����å��� �	 �ï�ÿ���  �ô���ï �����ó���
���Þ �ã�Ÿ���û�����ù���	 ���ï �ä���� �ö������, 
�ï������ �ä���ñ�å �:�������� �	����� �	 ' �����ð�	 ����  ' ���������õ, �þ���å �ð���� ������ 
���	���
�� �ï�ÿ���ù���Þ 
 
�������ö���	 �õ�� �Å���þ �:�ö�ú�� �	 �������� �:���������þ �ë���
���õ�Þ �����â�ð�
 �����	 , �
�����å 
�
�����å���ï �:�ô����, �:�ª�� �:�ÿ���ï �:������ �������� �:�����à�õ�������	 �ä���ñ�å �:�
�����ï 

���ö���÷�
 �ï���	, " �:�ï���� �������� �������ñ��? �í  �������
�������	 ��������, �ä������ 
���ï �í�����	 �:�
�å �����������	 �ÿ���ï�� �:�����ö�� �����å?"  
 
�õ���Å�	 �µ�ÿ�� �ï�ù�� ������ �ð���� ���ö�� �ï���	���õ, ���ï�Í  �ä�ö���ï �
�ï���
  
�:�ÿ���ï ���ï�õ���å �ï�	���	  �������ñ�����Þ ����- �:�ö�Ç���� �	���5���ò���	 ���Ÿ�…�Þ �í�������ï 
�:�ö�ú�� �����	���1���  �����Å� �����
 �ñ���� �����	���õ, �þ���å �Ý���� ���������	 ���������	 
�ï�������å�ï���› �í  �����	���1��� �Þ �ñ�������	 �����à���ï �����à���ï �ä���� �ç�ñ �ï�	���þ 
�ï�	���þ �����
 �ç�ú���
�� " �:�ï�� �:�� �ã�����
 �ï���õ�����	 �ï�	���õ�� �������
������, 
�ñ���� �����ö���� �������  �ÿ���ï���
�å �:�þ�� �����	���þ!"  �ä���������	 �������ï �ï���	�í  
����  �:���å�Þ 
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�����å �:�ï ���
�
����  " �ô �ò�����	 �ä���
!"  �þ���	���	 �ä�	  ���ï, �ú���V���	 

�ú���›�	 �ò�	 �:�ÿ���ï �ï�ù�� ���›�
�������� �����ï���ù �:�����
 �:���������  �����
����  

�ä���	���Þ ���������	 ���������å �å���•������, �í�����	���·���ö �����à�������  �ë�ï�ù�� �:�ª�� 

�:�����ð �í�������	 �������
����I �:�������å ��������  �:�þ�� ����  �:�	�
�������	�	 �:�����ï�������	 

������  �ï���›�	  �
���������Þ �ï���›�	  " �ë�å �:�þ���	�� �ë�ï�� �ë�ï�� �:�ï���ÿ���  

�������ñ�
" �:���� �������	 �ä���ñ�å �ä���	�� �ë�ï �:�������� ���ñ���� �����	�Þ �:�
 

�������  ���
 ���ï�Í  �ã�Ÿ���û�����ù�����	�	 ���ï ������? �����å �:�ï ���
�
����  " �Ÿ�<���� 

�ð���à�ö������ �:�ï���ÿ��� ?" �����å ���
���
�� " �:�ô���ð �ï���� �:�ð���
�� �	���ð, �:�ï�������� 

���Ÿ���� �ù�Ÿ���� �:�����  �:�����þ �������	�Þ" �ã�����ï �ð���à���ö�í ���Ÿ���� �����í� �� �:�ñ�
���� 

�þ�ð�� ����  �ð���	���� �ï���	 �ä���	�� �������� �:���	���	 ���ÿ ���	�
�����Þ ���ú���„ 

�:�����ð �	���…���  �ë�ï�ù�� �:�õ���þ �:�������
�õ�������Þ �����å �ë�	 �:���ð�
���� �����ð 

�÷�
���
  " �	���ó������, �ô�
 �ë���ï �������� �������  �����å�Þ �
�����å �ð���� �ð������ 

�������Þ" �:������ ���
�� �:�þ���� �ï���ö, �õ������ ���ñ���
 �ä���	�� �������� �:���	���	 

�	���…�� ���	�
�����Þ 

�������� �:�����à���õ �:���å �ç� �����
�þ �������ð ���
���þ �:�ñ���õ �:�����ð�� �:�þ�����������	 �ö���Ÿ 

���ï �ë�������õ, �
�����	 �	���ñ- �	���ñ �����ð �:�����ð �ä���	�� �������ï�Ÿ�����	���Þ �:�ö�Ÿ�ú�� 

�������ý �:�	���ñ ���
���
�� " �ï���ç���ï ���� �����
 �:�ï���ÿ���  �:�ñ���õ���
?"  ���ï 

���������ï�
, �ã�Ÿ���û�����ù���	 ���ï �
�����å���ï ���
���í  �ï���	 �����
 �����  �:�ï�ç? 

����- �:�ö�Ç�����í �õ������ �:�����ð �ë�ï�ù�� �í �ð������ ���
����, ���
���
�� " ���� �í�ù�����ï 

�:���	�þ �������  �ä�  �í�	  ������� �	 �ï�����õ, ��������  �:�õ���ù�Þ" �
��  �������
���  

�ä���������	 �ç�„�
�������	 �:���
���� �ë���É�������	 ���� �ç�
�Þ ���ï �ä�	  �ï�	��, �	�����þ 

�
�����ô �����á�
 ������ �Ý���� �ë�ï�ù�� ����  �������
�� �ï�	�
�����Þ �ë�
�� �:���	���
���ï�	 

�����h���  ���������õ, �ã�Ÿ���û�����ù���	 �ï�	���	  �:�ô�s�� �� ���ÿ���Þ �	�����þ �ò���������þ 

�����í� ���	 �ä���ñ �����å ���
���
�� " ���ô�-�� �ï���	�
���� �	���ó������, ����  �����  ���ð�� 

�ä���¶�ï���  �
���þ�Ÿ�ï�����	�	 �ã�Ÿ���û�����ù�����	 ����������, �:�þ�����ï�í �
�����ÿ �������  

����������!" �þ���å �Ý���� �ä���� �������i���- �ú���V�����ï �ö�������  �ò���������  �����
�����Þ 

 
 
 

 

Agomoni - Ma Durga is coming 
Aryaman Majumder, 2nd grade
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With Best 

 

Hari Iyer 
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Compliments 

 

Hiten Iyer 
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�³�$�P�Dr Durga Pujo khub bhalo lage 
�0�D�D���´ 

Arun Trivedi 

My name is Rahul and I think I am eight years old. My friends 
call me Bob. But not my parents. My new parents. Maa and 
Baba call me Babu. You may be wondering why. It is a funny 
story. When I was first introduced last year with the kids in my 
school, Baba �•���]���� �^�,�]�•�� �v���u���� �]�•�� �Z���Z�µ�o�X�� ���µ�š�� �Á���� �o�]�l���� �š�}�� �����o�o�� �Z�]�u��
Babu, a pet name for many Indian kids. But you guys can call 
�Z�]�u�����}�����]�(���š�Z���š���]�•�������•�Ç�X�_�����v���U���š�Z���š���v���u�����•�š�µ���l�X 
 
�/���o�]�l���������]�v�P�������o�o���������}�����}�Œ���Z���Z�µ�o�X���/�����}�v�[�š���o�]�l���������]�v�P�������o�o�������:�}�Z�v�X��
Or, Mark. Or, the little pig. I hated it, when they called me by 
�š�Z���•�����v���u���•�X���d�Z���Ç�����]���v�[�š�������Œ���X���E�}�š�����À���v�������•�]�v�P�o���������Ç���]�v���š�Z�}�•����
five dreadful years! 
 
Maa and Baba are very nice. They speak Bangla amongst 
themselves - a language I am still trying to learn. But, I am 
getting better with time. Maa has threatened to not respond 
�������l���]�(���/�����}�v�[�š�����v�•�Á���Œ���������l��in Bangla. Though, I try to respond 
in Bangla, my default language really is English. She loves me 
�•�}�� �u�µ���Z�J�� ���v���� �š�Z���v�� �•�Z���� �Œ���‰�����š�•�� �Z���Œ�•���o�(�U�� �^�z�}�µ�� �Z���Àe time till 
Durga Pujo to fully converse in �����v�P���o�]�_�X 
 
Pujo! This is the first time, I will be attending and participating 
in a Bengali play during the Pujo. I am playing Rabindranath 
Tagore and I am the main character. And, I am so excited about 
it. Nervous, as well. 
Durga Pujo is making me nostalgic too. It was during Pujo last 
year that I met Maa and Baba. And that changed my life. I was 
adopted from a foster care that I hated so much. 
 
I close my eyes and my mind races back to an unknown time. I 
remember sitting in my car seat. We were on our way to 
Disneyland for my 4th birthday. My mother turned around to 
hand over my favorite cookies. And that was the last time I saw 
them. I was in a hospital when I woke up with strange people 
around me. A kind looking lady asked me if I was hungry. I 
nodded my head and asked for my parents.  
 
�^�/�����u���•�}�Œ�Œ�Ç�U���u�Ç���������Œ�����Z�]�o���X���d�Z���Ç�����Œ�����v�}���u�}�Œ���U���µ�v�(�}�Œ�š�µ�v���š���o�Ç�X�_��
She had tears in her eyes as she spoke. She smiled and handed 
�}�À���Œ�������•���v���Á�]���Z���š�}���u���X���^�>�}ok, I got a turkey sandwich for you. 
���}���Ç�}�µ���o�]�l�����]�š�M�_���/�����•�l�������Z���Œ�����P���]�v�U���^�t�Z���v���Áill my mom and dad 
�‰�]���l���u�����µ�‰�M�_�� 
�^�t�Z���š���]�•���Ç�}�µ�Œ���v���u���M�_  
 
�^�Z���Z�µ�o�_�U�� �/�� ���v�•�Á���Œ������ ���v���� �Œ���‰�����š������ �u�Ç�� �‹�µ���•�š�]�}�v�U�� �^�t�Z��n will 
�u�}�u�����v�������������‰�]���l���u�����µ�‰�M�_�� 

�^�/�����u���•�}�Œ�Œ�Ç���•�}�v�X���d�Z�������o�u�]�P�Z�š�Ç���'�}����������ided to call them early.�_�� 
 
�/�����]���v�[�š���µ�v�����Œ�•�š���v�����Á�Z���š���]�š���u�����v�š�X�� 
 
�^�t�Z���v���Á�]�o�o���/���•�������š�Z���u�����P���]�v�M���t�]�o�o���š�Z���Ç�����}�u�����š�}�u�}�Œ�Œ�}�Á�M�_�� 
 
She stepped out. 
 
I was famished and sleepy too. I quickly ate my sandwich and 
slept again. Hopefully, my mom and dad would arrive soon to 
pick me up. I did have to wait for long hours at the day care. 
Except, this time, they never came. I later learnt that when 
�‰���}�‰�o���� ���]���U�� �š�Z���Ç�� �v���À���Œ�� �Œ���š�µ�Œ�v�X�� �d�Z���� �‰�]���š�µ�Œ���� �}�(�� �u�Ç�� �u�}�š�Z���Œ�[�•��
smiling face as she handed over the cookie is an indelible 
memory I will carry forever. After what seemed like a long 
wait, the kind lady, whose name was Nancy, told me that I 
would have new parents. And a new elder sister.  
 
�^�z�}�µ���Z���À���������v���Á���(���u�]�o�Ç�U���������Œ�����}�Ç�J���D�Œ�•�X�����v�����D�Œ�X���Z�}���]nson are 
nice people, I am told. You will have a new foster-care home. I 
�Á�]�o�o���u�]�•�•���Ç�}�µ�U�����µ�š���/�����u���•�}���Z���‰�‰�Ç���(�}�Œ���Ç�}�µ�J���D���Ç���'�}�������o���•�•���Ç�}�µ�J�_ 
 
I liked the first few months at my new house. My new mom 
and dad were nice to me. My new sister, Sherry, was okay. 
They had toys for me. I especially liked the red remote-
controlled car and could play with it for hours. 
 
�^�Z���Œ�Œ�Ç�����•�l�������u�����}�v�����U���^�t�Z�Ç�����}���Ç�}�µ���o�]�l�����š�Z�����Œ�����������Œ�M�_ 
 
�/�� �•���]���U�� �^�/�� �o�]�l���� �]�š�X�� �D�Ç�� �u�}�u�� �P�}�š��the same one for me on my 
birthday.�_  
 
�^�z�}�µ�Œ�������������u�}�u�U���Ç�}�µ���o�]�š�š�o�����‰�]�P�J�_�U���•�Z�����]�v�š���Œ�Œ�µ�‰�š�����X���^�z�}�µ�����Œ�����•�}��
ungrateful. My parents feed you and yet all you remember are 
�Ç�}�µ�Œ�������������‰���Œ���v�š�•���Á�Z�}���o���(�š���Ç�}�µ���(�}�Œ���À���Œ�M�_���^�Z�����•�š�}�u�‰�������}�µ�š���}�(��
the room. 
 
It only became worse after that. My last night at my first foster-
care was when Sherry walked out of the dining area and 
�������o���Œ�����X���^�/�š���]�•�����]�š�Z���Œ���u�����}�Œ���š�Z�]�•���‰�]�P�J�_���/���Á���•���š�}�o�����o���š���Œ��that I had 
spent about 8 months with them. 
 
My second foster-care was with a lady named Jenny. Jenny 
called herself a single mom. I was apprehensive at first. Her 
���Ç���•���Á���Œ�����o�]�l�����^�Z���Œ�Œ�Ç�[�•�U�����µ�š���•�Z�����Á���•���À���Œ�Ç���v�]�����X���&or the first four 
weekends, she �š�}�}�l�� �u���� �š�}�� �^�d�}�Ç�•�Z�h�^�_�� ���v���� ���}�µ�P�Z�š�� �u���� ���� �š�}�Ç��
each time. I started liking her. She re-named me John.  
 
�^�/���Z���À���������Z���Œ�����š�]�u�����•���Ç�]�v�P���Z���Z�µ�o�_�U���•�Z�����•�u�]�o�����X�� 
 
Soon, I got used to being called John. 
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Jenny was a good mom. She enrolled me at the nearby 
Elementary school and would walk me each day. I loved going 
to school and made many new friends. It was here that I learnt 
reading and writing. My favorite subject was writing, and my 
teachers loved my writing. I was even invited at our annual 
function to read aloud my essay on a visit to Oakland Zoo. My 
mom, Jenny, was proud of me and recorded a video of the 
entire event that she played several times. I loved all the 
attention. 
 
One day, after my mom picked me from school, she introduced 
me to a man named Clark. �^�:�}�Z�v�U���ueet Clark. He is your new 
�������X�_��Clark was a very tall man and looked very strong. He bent 
down to s�Z���l���� �Z���v���•�� �Á�]�š�Z�� �u���U�� �^�z�}�µ�v�P�� �u���v�U�� �Á�Z���š�� �]�•�� �Ç�}�µ�Œ��
�v���u���M�_�� 
 
�^�D�Ç���v���u�����]�•���:�}�Z�v�_�U���/���•���]���X 
 
�^�/�š���]�•�������‰�o�����•�µ�Œ�����š�}���u�����š���Ç�}�µ�U���:�}�Z�v�_�X���,�������Œ�µ�•�Z�������Z�]�•���Z���v���•���}�À���Œ��
my hair. I walked back home holding �u�}�u�[�•�����v�����u�Ç���v���Á���������[�•��
hands. I was not sure, if I liked him yet. 
 
Then onwards, my new dad walked me to school and back 
home. I think he worked during evening hours and would come 
home late. On the weekends, he would take me for lunch at 
Sweet �d�}�u���š�}���•�U�� �u�Ç�� �(���À�}�Œ�]�š���� �‰�o�������� �(�}�Œ�� �Á�Z���š�� �Z���� �����o�o������ �^dad-
�•�}�v�������š���_�X���:�µ�•�š���š�Z�����šwo us. Mom would have to go out for work 
during the weekends as well. She said she worked at a big 
restaurant. I loved going out with dad. Occasionally, he would 
also buy me an ice-cream or a toy. He was so adorable. 
 
One morning, when I woke up, I noticed, there was something 
wrong with my mom. She was crying and had a bruised nose.  
 
�^�t�Z���š���Z���‰�‰���v�����U���u�}�u�M�_���/���Œ���v���š�}���Z���Œ�X  
 
�^�'�}�����Á���Ç�U���Ç�}�µ���}�Œ�‰�Z���v�_�U���•�Z�����•�Z�}�µ�š�����X���^�z�}�µ�����Œ�����š�Z���������µ�•�����}�(���u�Ç��
misfortun���X�_�� �/�� �Á���o�l������ ���Á���Ç�U�� �Z�µ�Œ�š�X��That day I had to walk to 
school all by myself. 
 
After school, I waited outside. There was no mom or dad to 
pick me up. I walked back home and kept ringing the doorbell. 
No one opened the door. Not knowing what to do, I dropped 
my school bag and sat there. I was positive, either mom or dad 
would come back. I kept looking to see if I could find a grown- 
up. May be, I could borrow their phone and call mom or dad. 
 
It was over an hour now. I started noticing people wearing 
fancy dresses gathering in the large park near the school. The 
people were wearing Indian dresses. I remembered wearing 
those kinds of dresses long time back, when my mom and dad, 
my parents who gave birth to me, were alive. Tears rolled 
down my eyes. I stood up and started walking to the park. It 
seemed like I was walking towards people I had known before. 

I kept walking, until I was tired. It was getting dark. I was very 
tired ���v���� �À���Œ�Ç�� �Z�µ�v�P�Œ�Ç�X�� �/�� �Z�����v�[�š��eaten anything after lunch in 
school. I sat down on a bench and started crying loudly. I 
looked up, tears in my eyes, as I felt a gentle tap on my 
shoulders.  
 
�^���Œ�����Ç�}�µ���o�}�•�š�U���•�}�v�M�_���/���v�}���������X���^�����v���/�����}�Œ�Œ�}�Á���Ç�}�µ�Œ���‰�Z�}�v�����š�}�������o�o��
�u�Ç���u�}�u�M�_ 
 
She gave me her phone and I tried dialing my mom. And then 
my �������X�� �E�}�� �}�v���� �•�����u������ �š�}�� �‰�]���l�� �µ�‰�X�� �^�>���š�� �u���� �š�Œ�Ç�_�U�� �•�Z���� �•���]���X��
�^�,�u�u�X���>�}�}�l�•���o�]�l�����š�Z���]�Œ���‰�Z�}�v�����]�•���•�Á�]�š���Z�������}�(�(�X���t�Z���š�����Œ�����š�Z���]�Œ��
names? Did you come to visit the Durga Pujo? Where did you 
last see them? If they are in the pandal area, I could make an 
���v�v�}�µ�v�����u���v�š�X�_���^�E�}�U���š�Z���Ç�����Œ�����v�}�š���Z���Œ���X�_���/���•���]���X���^�d�Zen how did 
�Ç�}�µ�����}�u�����}�À���Œ���Z���Œ���M�_��I burst into tears again. Finally, I blurted, 
�^�D�Ç���‰���Œ���v�š�•�����Œ�������������X���/���o�]�À�����Á�]�šh my foster parents, Jenny and  
���o���Œ�l�X�_�� �^�Z���� �Z�����Œ���� �u���� �‰���š�]���v�š�o�Ç�U�� ���•�� �/��told her the story of my 
dead parents and my two foster-care parents. 
 
 �^�K�Z���u�Ç���'�}���J�����µ�š�����}�v�[�š���Á�}�Œ�Œ�Ç�U���•�}�v�U���Ç�}�µ�����Œ�����]�v���•���(�����Z���v���•�X�_��I 
was very tired and felt very weak. I fainted on the ground, as I 
saw her making a phone call. I have no memory of what 
happened, but she told me that they are going to adopt me. 
Tears were rolling down my eyes.  
 
I felt a gentle tap on my shoulder. �^�������µ�U�� �Á�Z�Ç�� ��o you have 
�š�����Œ�•���]�v���Ç�}�µ�Œ�����Ç���•�M�_��My eyes opened. Maa was standing there, 
looking at me. I stood up and hugged her tight.  
 
�^���u�����Œ�����µ�Œ�P�����W�µ�i�}���l�Z�}�}�������Z���o�}���o���P�����D�����J�_ 
 
�^�/���o�}�À�������µ�Œ�P�����W�µ�i�}�J�_ 
 

 
 

Aurora 
Avinash Laha, 19 years 

 
It is that light of day 

That blends into the night; 
That smear of yesterday 

Dripping into the truth of today; 
And the presence of tomorrow 

Born from the choices and mistakes of the two 
It is within this oneness 

Of the past, present, and future 
That lies the abundance of possibility. 
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Greece: The Birth Place of Ancient 
Civilization and Democracy 

Reina Mitra and Aaria Mitra, 6th Grade 
 
Last summer, my family and few other families from our 
neighborhood visited Greece. Since there were quite a few kids 
of our age, we were very excited when we started planning the 
�š�Œ�]�‰�X���t�����l�v���Á���Á���[�o�o���P���š�������Z�����À�Ç�����}�•�����}�(���Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�Ç���•�]�v��e ancient 
Greece is considered the center of world history and 
civilization. My dad insisted that we do a lot of internet 
research on Greek history and events before we leave so we 
can relate to what we learned and what we saw. We must say, 
that was a pretty good idea because the tour became more 
interesting as we already knew about some of the places we 
visited and being at those places, we felt the goosebumps.  

Athens: 

Our tour starts at Athens, the capital of Greece. We checked in 
at the hotel pretty la�š�����]�v���v�]�P�Z�š�U���Á�����Á���Œ�����Á�}�Œ�Œ�]�������]�(���Á���[�o�o���P���š��
any food at this time. To our surprise, the hotel staffs told us 
that many roadside restaurants are open until 2:00am in the 
morning. So we all walked to a close by roadside restaurant 
and had a wonderful Greek dinner.  

 

Next day, we started our Athens tour with underground metro 
���v�����Á���o�l�]�v�P���š�}���ZPlaka�[�U�����v���]���v�š�����]�š�Ç�������v�š���Œ�U���u���Œ�l���š�����v�����u�����š�]�v�P��
place. Plaka was built, destroyed and rebuilt again several 
times. One of the main attractions of the current Plaka is the 
oldest house in Athens, a well preserved and maintained 
house of a 12th-century city aristocrat of that time. Plaka area 

also has several very important runes like Roman Agora, 
Temple of Hephaestus etc. 

 

Rich history of Athens is evident all over Athens. Where ever 
you go, you will walk into ruins that are several thousand years 
old and make you wonder, how did they create these massive 
structures without the help of any modern technology! We 
toured Temple of Zeus, Stadium of first modern Olympic, 
Modern Parliament house with an hourly change of guard, 
Ancient bath house etc.  

If you are in Athens, please make sure you visit Archeological 
Museum (consider hiring a good English speaking guide) and 
Acropolises Museum.  

 

The most famous and biggest Athenian creation is the 
Parthenon at Athens Acropolises. Acropolis is referred as an 
elevated platform within any ancient big cities of Greece. 
Athens Acropolises has several important structures including 
the Parthenon, Old temple of Athena, Propyla and Theater of 
Dionysus Eleuthereus, an amphitheater that was very popular 
to ancient Athens for open air performance. 
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We also learned that Athenians gave us the first idea of 
Republic and Democracy around 5th century BC, well before 
the Romans and rest of the world started following that. 

 

Delphi: 

Delphi is the place where all great and famous leaders and 
emperors of the ancient classical world came to consult the 
Oracle of Delphi about their important decisions and to get 
advice. This includes Alexzander the Great before he started 
his world invasion through Persia (modern day Iran) and  

towards India. The most famous structure at Delphi is the 
Temple of Apollo that is considered the Navel Point (Center) of 
Universe. It is recognized by UNESCO as one of the most 
famous World Heritage Sites. 

On the Day three, we took a bus to Delphi, 183 km (114 miles) 
from Athens. We drove through Olive plantation that 
sometimes looks like millions of Olive trees. On the way, we 
�u�������� ���� �•�š�}�‰�� ���š�� �š�Z���� �‰�o�������� �Á�Z���Œ���� �ZBattle of 
Thermopylae�[ happened in 480BC. The legend is 300 Spartans 
fought against several hundreds of thousands of Persian 
armies, and the event is recently depicted by Hollywood movie 
�^�ï�ì�ì�_�U���À���Œ�Ç�����Æ���]�š�]�v�P�U���Œ�]�P�Z�š�J 

The Delphi complex is made of several independent structures 
build on the south-western slope of Mount Parnassus between 
510 and 320 BC at three different distinct levels. The most 
important and famous structures in the Delphi complex are 
Temple of Apollo, Treasuries, Stoa of the Athenians, Open air 
Theatre, Tholos, Gymnasium and ancient world Olympic size 
Stadium at the top most level. You have to hike quite a lot to 
�P���š���š�Z�����•�š�����]�µ�u���o���À���o�U�����µ�š���]�š�[�•�������(�]�v�]�š���o�Ç���Á�}�Œ�š�Z���]�š�X 

Meteora: 

Our next stop was Meteora, a unique place in the northern 
Greece famous for enormous columns of rock rise 
precipitously from the ground and monasteries build on top of 
them starting as early as 11th and 12th centuries. 

 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
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Visitors are allowed to go into some of these Orthodox 
monasteries.  We all were just speechless by looking that the 
spectacular view of the Meteora valley below from the top at 
the monasteries that we visited. We also did tours inside 
couple of monasteries and they are beautifully built, decorated 
and maintained. We saw several grownups meditating at top 
of some of the lone rocks. We had no idea that a place like this 
existed until we visited Meteora.  

Santorini Island: 

If you are in Greece, visiting Santorini Island is a must. 
�^���v�š�}�Œ�]�v�]�[�•���Á�Z�]�š�������v�������o�µ�����Z�}�µ�•���•���}�v���š�Z�������o�]�(�(���o�}�}�l�]�v�P�����}�Á�v���š�}��
Aegean Sea (part of Mediterranean Sea), is the most 
photographed and considered to be one of the most sought-
after places to visit in the world.  

We visited Oia region of Santorini, which is at the northern tip 
of the island for a, once in a life time sunset view from those 
white and blue houses and a candle light dinner afterwards on 
the cliff above Aegean see while all the big cruise liners pass 
by. 

Crete Island: 

In Crete, you will experience what Greek islands are all about, 
warm water, beautiful beaches, amazing sunset and above all 
five-star all-inclusive resorts that provides everything that you 
need for complete relaxation. We had an amazing 4 days stay 
at our resort. We started our day with all you can eat breakfast, 
and then spend few hours in one of the several swimming 
pools including a lazy river pool, had our lunch late, walk and 
play on the beach in the afternoon. Then Special dinner with 
live music and shows at one of the restaurants and finally finish 
the day with mid-night crepe and ice cream.  

 

 

We would strongly recommend anybody visiting Greece to 
consider Crete to relax for few days after a heavy overdose of 
7000 years of Greek history. 

 

 
Dancer 

Shikha Adhikari 
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�����ù�j �	 �û���å�����á �Ù���� 

�����å�
�� �����ñ�j���	 �:�����ð �ð�������ï�ù�� �ú���þ�� �ï���	�å �ã�û�j ���	 ������� ���õ�
�����Þ 

�þ���	���	 �ÿ���
���	 �í���	  �µ������ �
���å���ö�	 �����ñ�j���	 �:�����ð �ï�����% 

�ï���	���õ�
����, " ���������	! �ë �:�þ�� �µ���  �
���þ�Ÿ�ï�����	�	 �����å�
�����	 ���þ 

�
���å�ö!" �þ���å �Ý���� �ä���������	 �������� �
�����j �ï�	���õ���
�� ���þ���� �ñ�U���	 

�����  �ö������ ������� ���õ���
�� "Yes mam, this is real bison meat!" 

���%������ �:�ÿ���ï �ô���
 ������ hop across the pond �:�
���ö�� �~�ù�
�Ÿ���(�Þ 

�:�à�����	 �:���� �����
 �ï�ÿ��! �ä����! �:�
�ð������ �ä���	�� �ä�…������ 

�:�ñ�������õ�
���� �ë�ï�Å �:���û �ã�Ÿ���( �:�·�ï�������•�Þ �� ����  �~�ù ���Q���þ 

�ô���
���  �:�
�Å�Þ �
���›���
�Ÿ �ô���	�Å �ò�	 �������� �:��� �Þ ���������	 �������ï 

�ã�á���� �������ö�	�� �ÿ�����ï�Þ �:�·�ï�������•�	  �ð���í� �������í� �� �
�����å �ë�ï �
���é 

�ë�ï �:�ù�������
 �����
�Þ �
���1�	 ���Ÿ���†���Þ �:�·�û �����ù���	 ���
  ���û�� ���ô�ö 

�:�����	���  �
���
���ö �:�����à�õ�
�����Þ �������	 �ð������ �:�þ��! �ë ���ï���
�	 �
���
�ö? 

�Ý���
���� �����	���ý�	 �����á�
! ���ï �����
 ���ï �����
! �ë�������ï �ä���������	 

���Ÿ�����é�� ���Ÿ���
������������ ���ô���ï�� �
���
���ö�	 �:�ÿ���ï�í �ç������ ���ö�����
!  

�������
�� �:�
���ñ���õ �Ý���� �� ����  ���Q���þ �����	���	�����å �ð�������Þ �ë���ñ���  �������
�� 

�ä���	�ï  �~�ù �:�û���
���ï���
�Þ �����Å���þ �ï�����
�����þ �ò�Ÿ���à�ù�Þ �ë�ð�� �ä�����	  

���Ï���Ÿ �����ñ, �������
 �����j�������	��, �������õ �Ÿ�ý �����ô���	���Þ �����j���� ���ï�U���þ 

���å�Å �:�����ð �ð�������	 �
�����
 �����ñ����, �ë�������ï �ñ�����ï�¯�— �������
�������
 �������ð 

�����Å �������þ �
�������� �����à�������  �ä���õ���Þ ���ï �ä�	  �ï�	���Þ �����
���� �ë�ï 

�ô�����ô�Þ �������ð �������  ������ ���
 ���	���ï  �����ò�j���„ �ë�å �ð�������	�å �:�•���
  

���� �û! �������� ���
�
 , �m���ï? �����Ù�ý ����? �ë ���
 ���ñ���  ���Ÿ�����ñ�
�Þ�n��

�������� �����ñ�— �í  �:�������	 �ã�ñ�j�Ÿ���� �������ù�	 ���ï����! �ë �������� �ë���ï�������	 

�ã�Ÿ�����% �Ó���å���Ÿ���Ù �ä�	���ï ! ���ï �ä�	  �ï�	���Þ �ä�	�í  �ô�����þ �:�������
�� 

�
���
�ö �:�ð���  ���Ÿ�����ñ���
�	 �ð���� �����õ���þ ���
�Þ 

�~�ù�
�Ÿ�����(�	 �
�����ö ���������� �:�õ���� �ô�
���� �����í� �� �����ï �:�ö�������� �:�
���ï�	 

�������	 �õ�����	 ���þ �
���å�
 �������	�Þ ������, ���+ (Montreau) �Þ �:�
�å 

�����+�å �ä���	�� ���������� �þ ���
���� �ë�ï �
���å�
 �:�	���…���à�	��� �Þ �
���	�������� �ò�����	 

���� �Ó���- �ã���†�� �þ�ð���Þ �ò���� ���
���õ �������ï�
 �ô���	���ù�Þ �ù�� �:�
�ù ���	  

�
���ù, �ù�� �ä���
�j ���	  ���û�����	�Þ �ï�ÿ�� �����ñ, �ö�ú���	 ���ð�� �;���Þ�����	 

�ª���
 �þ�ð�� ���ï �ä�	  �������� �ï�  �µ���	 �þ�����þ ���ï�õ�� �ë���
 ����� ? 

���ï�Í  �
���å�
�	�� �������	 ����� �����	 �����
! �������ï�
 �����à�ô�ù���	 �ä���ñ ���ï�õ�����þ�å 

���û�����	 �:�������������ï��!  

�:�¶���û �����ï�j �����	�	 �•�Ÿ���ô�� �	 �������� �ë�ï ���õ���õ���� �:�	���…���à�	���  �ü�� ���ï ���
���þ 

�����
 �����ù, �Ø���� �:�ò�5�� �ï���	 �ã�û�j ���	�í �����
, �þ���� �ð�������	 �����à�ô�ù���	 

�ä���ñ �ä�
�������� �:�
�ù���í �:�ô���ð �������ï���  �����
 �����
! �þ���å �
�å�Þ �ë�ð��, 
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�
���å�ù�ö���	�
�Ÿ���( �����
 �ï�ÿ��, �ë�ï�ù�� ���1 �� ������ ����? �þ���å �ã�û�j ���	 

�:���í� �� �:�ñ�
 �ã�Ÿ�������ù���å�ö���	 �������
�����Þ �ñ�	�� �ñ�
�������� ���ô���ö�	 �����Å 

���ò���	 �	�ï�������	 �Ù�Å�	 �ù�� �ï���	���Þ �����ó�����
�	 ���ö���� �:�
 �����å �I�Ÿ���(! 

�:���å�� �:�ï�����
�j�	 �ö���Ÿ �ä���	�ï�ù�� �
�����
�� ���í� �� �:�ñ�
�Þ �����
���� �����
���ï��  

�ä�	  ���
�j �:�•�ï�Þ ���¸�þ��� �Å �Ç�ï�å �������÷���õ���Þ �����å�
�� �����ñ�j�����	�	 ���	  

�:�ò�������	 �:�•�ï�Þ �ë�ï�ù�� ���õ������ ���þ, �:�	�Ÿ�
���	 �:�•���ï�	  �þ�� �
����� �Þ 

���ö���	 ���Ÿ�������	 ���
 , �:�ò�������	 �����á�
 �ð���í� �� �å�á�
���( ���ï�Í  �ù�Ÿ������ 

�ä�	  �:�
�å �ë�ï�å ���ö�����
 �
���å�ù�ö���	�
�Ÿ�����( �:�û���
���ï���
! �ä�	  �����
���ï��  

���
 ���ô���ö�	 �������
���ï �:���� �ï���	 ���Ÿ���ù�����	 �������� �����ô�������ô �ï���	 �����ö���Þ 

�:���ð���þ �:�ô�����ï�� �������¶���å��� �	 ���þ�Þ �����ô�������ô �ä���	���ý�	 �������ô �þ�� �
�þ�� ���
 

���ô�ö! �����������…! 

�þ���� �����ô�������ô �ð���������	�	 �ï�ÿ�� ������ ���
���þ�å ��� , �þ���� �ä�����������	 

�:�����þ ������ �å�…���Ð�����
�	 �ã���
�ñ���
���þ�Þ �ë ���
 ���ñ���  �ë���ï�������	 �ð���������	�	 

���É��! �������� �:�ï�����ù�� �:�õ���� �:�ï�����ù�� �ð���å �ã���†�� �������	��! �:�þ�� �:�
�å 

�å�…���Ð�����
 �ë�ï�ù�� �����
���	  �����ö���	 �ä���õ�Þ �ë�å �Š���å�
 �������ï�j ���ù �ò���	���þ 

�ò���	���þ �ë�ï�ù�� �ã� ���þ �����j�� �ð�������	 �:�����ð �ë���ñ���  �:�ñ�
�����Þ �������s ���� 

�:�������þ�� �:�����ð �:�����÷���	 �:���� �:���å - �ã�����ï�ù�� �ä���������	 �:�ñ���›�
 

�������ú�	 ���þ �:���ð���þ�Þ �����Ú�� �����
 �ã�û�j ���	 �����
����, �í���� �:�����ð �ð�����å 

�
�†��! �ù���ï���  ���þ�����ù�Þ �ä�	  �������ð �������  �ä���	�Ê���
! �ë �:�� �ë���É�������	 

�ç���	  �ï�
�ï���þ���	 ���������� �������s�	 �:�����ï������ �ñ�	�����ñ�	�� �����ö�� 

���ö���
�����	 �ð����! �ñ���ñ! �:�
 �ð������ �ä���	�� �ë���� �:�����_ �ä�ç�ù ���
���� 

�:��, �:�
 ���å�	 �������Å �ä�	  �:�ö���� �:���í� �� ��� �����Þ 

�ð���í� �� �����í� ���	 �ï�ÿ�� �Ý�Ù �����
 �ä���� �:�ï����  �:���� �����Ï�ï�ñ �����  

������! �ã�����÷�þ���	 �÷�� ���� �ç�ö���	 �ï���	 �ñ���d�	 ���	  �ñ���d�	�� �ç���ú 

�ä���
�Þ �:������ �:�ï���������������ñ�����	 �����ð�Ÿ���þ �€���ù���� �û �
�������·�j�����ù�	 �ñ���>���Þ 

�
�������·�j���ù ���
 ���ñ���  �í������ �:���
  �
�Ÿ���(���å�ô�Þ �������� �ë�ï �Ž���å�
 

�����à�ç�Ù�Å�	 �í���	  ��������� ���	 ���ö�����
 �û���à�å �ï�	���Þ �õ�����	 �ï���à�ù�� �������  

�:�ï���ù �:�ï���ù �ð���í� ���	 �:�	�í� ���ö�Þ �:�ï���������������ñ���� �ë�ï �ï�Ÿ���������
�	 

�í���	  �ë�ï�ù�� �:�õ���þ �:�������ï�����ï �:�	�•���	���Ÿ���% �����������  �:�����ð �ë�ï �����É�
 

�
�������·�j���ù �:���ô���õ�Þ �:�������ï���Å���þ �ö��� �ñ�� �ð�����å �ï�� , �:�����	���ï���ù �:�ñ���ù�� 

�ô�����	�ï �:�ù�����
 �ä�à���ù! �þ���å �����å���	 �:���� �
���å�� �:�
���ñ���õ�Þ �ä����! 

�
���å���� �����à���������� �
���ÿ�j�ï! ��� �Š  �:�ù�����•�	 �í���	  �:�
�ù�� �
, �ù�������ù��, 

���ô�ö�Þ �þ���	 �í���	  �������õ�	 �����������Þ �þ���	 �í���	  �
���•�����	�	  �ù�� �ï���	�� 

�:����� �� �:�����ð �í��  �������ñ, �ä�	  �þ���	 �í���	  �
�º���÷���	 ���þ �ä���
�� 

�ï���	 �	��� ���õ �ë�ï �ä�ç�7 �ï�Ÿ������� ���	!  �€���ù���� ���û �ï�Ÿ������� ���	! 

�������� ����� ? �ã�ÿ�ô ���������Ÿ �����ï�ù �:�¶�(���
! 

�ï���à�ô�� �����õ �:�ð��� ���õ�� �ï�ð���í ? �þ���í �	���5�� �ï�	�� �����õ �:�����
? 

�þ�������
 �����
 �:�
�å �ñ���>���Þ �þ���������þ���þ �ù�� ���	�•�����	 �ö���Ÿ �:�����ù�� �����ï�����ï 

�����
 �ë�ï�ù�� �ã�Ÿ�����Ë�����Å �ð�����å �������
���	! �:�����ù�� �������� �¸�����Þ Island�Þ 

�:�����ù�� �����ï�����ï �������� �����ñ, �ä���������ï �:�������ï�� �ï���	 �ë�ï�ù�� �����ö�j �� 

�¸������ �������  ���������Þ �:�
�ð������ �
���	�������� �ä������ �����������þ �ö�
���ï�
�� 

�ï�	������ , �:�	���� �:���������������Þ �þ���	���	 �������
�	 �í���	  �ä�������	  �ö���Ÿ 

�ë�ï ������ �:�������ö�	 �ä��� ���ö�� �ï�	�� �������Þ �ð���������������	 �ã���ü�
 

�����1�����…! �
���é �����ô���ñ�������Þ �þ���	���	 ���������	 �:������ �ä�����	 �:�������ï�� 

�ï���	 �ä���������ï �:�������ù���
 �:�����à���õ �:�������Þ �ë�	�å �ñ���
���	�� ������ �:�����ù�� 

�����ï�����ï�Þ 

�ë�å�	�ï���å �ë�ï �:�����ù�� �����ï�������ï �:�ñ���õ�Þ �������ï �
��  �ð�������	 ���������	 

�
�����ö���  �:���
�� ����� ���õ�Þ �
�Ÿ���
���û, ���
 , �÷�
�
�������� �����õ- �����á�
�Þ 

�þ���	���	 �:���ð�
���� �ë�ï�ù�� �µ�ï���( �:�û�ï���ô���þ �:�õ���ù �:�õ���ù �ï���	 �ï���ù�� 

�ï���à�ô�� �ù�� ���������õ �������  �ë�
�Þ �þ�����þ �����������þ�
 �
�������²�	 �ö�
 �ü���
�
�Þ 

�þ���	���	 �:�
�å �:�û�ï���ô �ë�ï�ù�� �ÿ���
�� �������  �:�ü���ï, �:�
 ���ï �ö���� 

�÷���à�ï�������� �:�	 �����å!  �ë�����	 �ã���þ���	�Ï ������ �������  �:���
���	 �ö���Ÿ 

�������
�� �ï���	 �ö�
 �������  �ù�� �ï���	�� �Ÿ���
�� �:����� �� ���
�Þ �þ���	���	 �þ�����þ 

�:���������
�� �ë�ï �ò�Å �����	���ï���
�	 �������Þ �������þ���
�����	 �	�
 �Þ �þ���	���	 

�:���à� ���ö�›���ô, �ù�������ù���›���ô, �������›���ô �����������  �ä���	�ï  �µ�† �ö���� 

�÷���à�ï������! ���Ÿ���
! �����  �:�ñ�
 �:�	���û! ���
���
 �����Þ���
 �ï�	����������, 

�÷�
�
�������� �������õ�	 �:�ÿ���ï �ã- �:��- �ï  �:������ �
���ð������ �ë�å �ù�� ���� �:���������ô! 

������ �:�þ�� �������� �:���� �ñ��� �à!  

������ ������ �������ñ �ã�����ï ���ï�õ�� �å! ���Ÿ�����	���
�	 �ã�������� �:�	���…���à�	���  

�ð���í� �� �:�������	 �:�÷���
, �ä�•�ù���	�û�������	 ���ñ���  �ä�����q���	 �ï�	�� �:�� 

�û���ô ���Ÿ�������ï�ï �ä�
���
 �µ������ �
���å���ö�	 �:� �� , �:�����Ù���ï���	 �ë�ï 

�����Š�������ï ���������  �	���þ �������	���ù���	 ���	  �
����- �:���������ñ���� �ï���à���ð �ÿ���ï�� 

�
��- �ð�����	�����	 �
���é �����
 �
�����ô- �ä�
���	���÷���
 �ð���í� ��, �:���
���ö� ������ 

�:���ï�����	 ������ �ð���í� �� �ò���	��� �� �:�C������ �Ÿ�
����, �	������� ���	 �ë�ï ����  

�ã�Ÿ���( ����  ������ �ã- �
��- ����- �	 - �ý �:�����������
� �� �:�ï�ï , �ä�	  �:�
�å 

�:�����������
� �� �:�ï�ï  �ò���	�	 �ï�����õ �����ï�j ���
�	 �ë�ï�ù�� �:���ï�����	���þ �ð���à���ö 

�����í� �� �ë�ï ���4���	  �:�
���ö�����Ÿ - �ñ���d�	 ���ï �ä�	  �:���� �ä���õ �:�	 

�����å! 

�:�
�
�� �:�þ���
�� �	�å�
 �ã���Ÿ �ã���ï�������	 �ö���Ÿ�Þ �ä�ö �:���� �ï�	��  

�ï�Ÿ�����›�����	 �ï���������� �������  �:���ð������ �ä�������þ �ä�	  �ë�ï �›�������	���þ 

�ë�ï�
���é �ë�ï�å �ð�������	 �:�ð��� ���õ�
�����Þ ���ï? �����Þ���
 �����ñ ����? �ä�ñ��, 

���������� �����
�Þ �ï�Ÿ�����›�����	 �:�������ù�
 �:�ö������ �ë�ï�Å �:�	���…���à�	���  �:�
������ 

�	�����þ �ä���������	 �����þ ���������õ�Þ �����å���	 �:�ù�	�����
 �:�	���
�á �:�ò�à���� �:�ù�����
, 

�:�	���
���ó�	 �í�������	 �ö�
�Þ �������� ���Ÿ���ï�í� ���ù���	�Þ �ä���	�� �ã�û�j ���	 �����
���� 

�����õ - grilled bass �Þ �ë�ù���å �ë�å �:�����ï�������	 �
�����ô���  �ö�����µ�  

�ä�å���ù���Þ �:���ð���þ �:���ð���þ �ð�������	 �ë���
 �:�ñ�
�Þ �:�
 �ð�ñ�—�  �ð�������	 

���ý�j���� �������  �ä�����������	 �ï�s �:��������, �Ý���� �ë�ù�� �› ���
���õ, �:��, �������ð 

�������þ�å �������
���  �������ñ, �ä�	  ���ö���� �	���  �������ñ �:�����	���	 �����
�ï�� 

�ë�ï�ù�� �:�	���Þ �ô�	���ô�	 �ö������ �:�ö�Ÿ���„�‡�� �:���������õ, ���Ÿ���ï�í� ���ù�����	 ����� ������ 

�ä���
���õ��� ���Þ ���Ÿ���ï�£���ç���( �����
�ï�� �:�	�����Ÿ�����%�ï �����Š�Ÿ�������ï �:���
���û�Þ 
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�ô�����	���������	 �:�ï���
�����
 �ä���õ�� �����  �ä�
���õ, �:�
���ï�ô�
���ô�
�í �:�Ž�� 

�:������������ �:�����Þ �þ���	�å �������Ÿ�ð������ �ä���	��, �
�������� �������	 �������	 �ð�����
 

�����  �ä�
�� �������õ�	 �:�@�ù�Þ 

�ë���� �
���  ���å���å �	�å�	�å! �ë���ï! �
�����å �ä���������	 �:�ù�������
�	 �������ï�å 

�õ�����ù �ä�
���õ �:�ï��? �ö���� �������ï �ð�����	 �ñ������ �:�ð���  ���������õ 

�:�	���
���ó�	 �í���	 ! �þ�����ï���  �:�����ð, �ä���������	 �:�ù�������
�	 �ë�ï���� ���������å 

�ö���
�	 �������Ÿ �ë�ï ���… �›�����	! �ä�	  �þ���	 �������ð �����ÿ��- �
�Ÿ���ö�� �
���j�ð 

�������÷�	 �:�������j�� �������
 �ï���	 �:�ï���ù �:���í� �� �ë�ï �å� ���Ê�� ���Ÿ���
 

�������õ�	 �:�~���
�ù��! �ñ������ �:�ð���  ������ �:�ï�������� �ë�ï�ö�� �ç�ö�����ï 

�ä���������	 �ð�����
 �����  �ä�
�� �:�@���ù�	 �������ï �ä�ó�� �
 �:�����ð���  ���
�
 , 

�m�*�R�V�K���� �<�R�X�� �J�X�\�V�� �D�U�H�� �V�K�D�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �I�L�V�K�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H��

croc! �n���ë�	 ���	  �ì  �:�����������ñ�Ÿ ���ö�����
 �:�ï�� �:���� �ä�	  �:�þ���� 

�ö���þ �
���ñ�
�����Þ �����
 �����Å���  �ç���ú �����
����  �:�
�������ï���	 ���þ�Þ 

 
Kolkata Memories 

 
Soumyadip Roy 

 
Soumyadip Das is a Geologist by profession and he is quite passionate about photography. He especially takes immense interest in 
Landscape and Portrait photography. He has been shooting in and around Kolkata for last two years. Soumyadip feels that the 
architectures and old buildings here have many stories to tell which he tries to portray through his captures.  

 
Agomoni  sincerely thanks Soumyadip Roy   

For his graciousness in letting us use his photographs at Agomoni Durga Puja venue!
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Agomoni sincerely thanks 

 Donors and Sponsors  

For their generous contributions! 

Nirmalya & Sumita Modak 

Asit & Sima Chakraborty 

Sunil & Rama Mehra 

Sonal Basu 

Jason Kerner 

Gopinath Pachaiappan 

Pinki Sinha 

Ranjit Chakravorti 

Narasimha & Geetha Gondi 

Hari & Hiten Iyer 

Golden Gate Sotheby's International 
Realty 

Mathnasium 

Exotica By Jay 

Biryani Bowl 

UCEazy 

Admission Planner 

Business Links 

Groupware 

Varsha Patel Designer Boutique 

Bright Mind 

Beauty Plus Salon 

Radiance Beauty Studios 

OTSI-USA 

Saigan Technologies 

Nature Mills 

Print Papa 

La Tierra 

JEI Learning 

Akstar Beads 

Provident Credit Union 

Gill Financial and Insurance Services 

Primerica 

Trinamix 

The Royal Fashions 

�Y���v�����u���v�Ç���u�}�Œ�� 
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�ä �ñ���� ���	  �þ�	��  �:�ÿ���ï  �
 �� ���å���ï  �ö���� ���å �� ���	 �� �Ý���� �õ�� ! 

Meet our dedicated team for making Agomoni Durga Pujo a Grand Success!                                     

 

  

�W�Œ���•�]�����v�š�W�����À�]�i�]�š���>���Z�� 
�s�]�������W�Œ���•�]�����v�š�W�����������•�]�•�Z�����Z���l�Œ�����}�Œ�š�Ç 

�^�����Œ���š���Œ�Ç�W�����v�]�v���]�š�����D�]�š�Œ�� 
�d�Œ�����•�µ�Œ���Œ�W���D���v���•���'�}�•�Á���u�] 

���}���Œ�����D���u�����Œ�•�����š���>���Œ�P���W���^�Z���v�l���Œ���Z�}�Ç�U���D���µ�•�µ�u�]�����]�•�Á���•�U���^�Z���v�����Z�}�µ���Z�µ�Œ�Ç 

�W�µ�i�� 
�^�µ���Z���•�]�•�������v���Œ�i���� 
�D���µ�•�µ�u�]�����]�•�Á���• 
���v�]�v���]�š�������Z���l�Œ�����}�Œ�š�Ç 
�'�}�‰���������v���Œ�i���� 
�����]�•���l�Z�]�����Z���š�š�����Z���Œ�Ç�� 
�^���v�i�}�Ç ���Z���š�š�����Z���Œ�Ç�� 
���v�]�š���������v���Œ�i���� 

�&�}�}�� 
�^�µ�u���v���W���]�v 
�^���š�Z�]���D�µ�l�Z���Œ�i���� 
���]�‰���•�����>���Z�� 
�:���Ç�������Z���l���š 
���v�]�v���]�š�������Z���l�Œ�����}�Œ�š�Ç  
���Œ�]�v�����u�����Z���l�Œ�������Œ�š�] 
�^�µ���]�‰�š�}���^���Z�� 
�W�Œ���v�š�]�l�����Z���l�Œ�����}�Œ�š�Ç 

�������}�Œ���š�]�}�v 
���Œ�]�v�����u���D�µ�l�Z���Œ�i���� 
���Œ�µ�‰�����µ�š�š�� 
�Z���i�]�������Z���l���š 
���v�]�Œ�����v���^���]�v 
�^���µ�u�]�š�Œ�������Z���š�š�}�‰�����Z�Ç���Ç 
 

�&�����]�o�]�š�]���• 
�W���Œ�š�Z�����D�]�š�Œ�� 
���v�]�Œ�����v���D�]�š�Œ�� 
���v�]�Œ�����v���^���]�v 
���]�i�}�Ç���^���Œ�l���Œ 
�W���š�Z�]�l�Œ�]�š�����µ�š�š�� 
�Z���i�]�������Z���l���š 
�^���v�l���Œ�����Z���v���� 
�^���µ�Œ���À�����Z���š�š�����Z���Œ�Ç�� 
�^���µ�Œ���À���>���Z�]�Œ�] 
�^�Z���v�š���v�µ�����Z�}�µ���Z�µ�Œ�Ç 
�^���µ�u�]�š�Œ�������Z���š�š�}�‰�����Z�Ç���Ç 
�^�}�À���v�������• 
�^�µ���]�‰���'�Z�}�•�Z 
�^�µ�u���v���W���]�v 
�h�‰���o���D���v�����o 

�D���u�����Œ�•�Z�]�‰ 
���v�]�v���]�š�����D�]�š�Œ�� 
���À�]�i�]�š���>���Z���� 
�����]�•�Z���l�Z�]�����Z���š�š�����Z���Œ�Ç�� 
�^�Z�}�µ�À�]�l���Z���Ç 
�^�µ�•�Z���v�š�������Z���l�Œ�������Œ�š�Ç 
�d���v�]�������Z���š�š�����Z���Œ�Ç�� 

�W�Z���˜���D�����]�� 
�d���v�]�������Z���š�š�����Z���Œ�Ç�� 
���Œ�]�v�����u���D�µ�l�Z���Œ�i���� 
�Z�]�š�µ�‰���Œ�v�������Z���š�š���Œ�i���� 
�^���µ�Œ���À�]���D���Ì�µ�u�����Œ 
�^���š���Œ�µ�‰�������Z���l�Œ���À���Œ�š�Ç 
�^�}�Z�]�v�]�����Z���µ���Z�µ�Œ�] 

���µ�o�š�µ�Œ���o 
�^�Z�}�µ�À�]�l���Z���Ç 
���‰���Œ�v�����D�µ�l�Z���Œ�i���� 
���]�‰���•�����>���Z�� 
�^���š���Œ�µ�‰�������Z���l�Œ���À���Œ�š�Ç 
�^�Z�µ���Z�Œ���������v���Œ�i���� 

�&�µ�v�����Z���]�•�]�v�P 
�^�µ�•�Z���v�š�������Z���l�Œ�������Œ�š�Ç 
�<�������Œ�]���'�}�•�Á���u�] 
�D���v���•���'�}�•�Á���u�] 
�^�}�µ�Œ���À���^���Z�� 

�W�Z�]�o���v�š�Z�Œ�}�‰�Ç 
���Œ�µ�‰�����µ�š�š�� 
�D���v���•���'�}�•�Á���u�] 
�D���µ�•�µ�u�]�����]�•�Á���• 
�^�µ���Z���•�]�•�������v���Œ�i���� 
�<�������Œ�]���'�}�•�Á���u�] 
���]�š���v�����]�•�Á���• 
�^���•�Á���š�]�����µ�š�š�� 
�^���Ç���v�š�]�l���������v���Œ�i���� 
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