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every hardworking student
has a college waiting for them
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‘ We assist in finding that perfect fit

For more information:

Visit www.admissionplanner.com
or contact Millie Roy:
Ph: (925) 9157770

Email: couselormillie@gmail.com
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The Beginning of a Journey

A time comes in everyone’s life when, once settled down with a
decent roof over our heads and a delightful circle of friends &
family around us, we pause and ponder ... on how can we give
back ...
particular, and also to our roots, the land we grew up in! This

to the society in general and our community in

thought of doing something for the community and giving back
with sustainability brought a group of like minded individuals
together to form Agomoni!

At Agomoni, we are committed to bringing people together,
giving them a reason to smile and have fun together through
organizing community events that promote peace, harmony
and well-being. Inspired by these guiding principles at Agomoni,
we organize a variety of events that benefit the community and
celebrate our diverse cultures. From organizing food drives,
cleaning up the local parks to something as simple as planning a
fun hike in the neighborhood, we are committed to the well-
being of one and all.

Durga Puja or Devi Navratri is the largest festival of the Indian
subcontinent. It is the glorious triumph of good over evil,
celebration of Shakti or divine power. Agomoni is the welcome
song of Divinity — an auspicious arrival blessed with divine
grace!

Durga puja is the first major event organized by Agomoni. We
are fortunate to have participation from members from all over
the Bay Area! Not only that; community leaders and local
businesses have provided us with the much needed
encouragement, for which we are extremely grateful! What
starts with a traditional celebration of Durga puja, soon
becomes a socio-cultural-gastronomical extravaganza here at

Agomoni!

We hope that this event provides a solid foundation to building
a strong partnership with the local community, as we continue
our journey beyond 2017 and look forward to your continued
participation and enthusiasm in the years ahead!

Go Agomoni!

Editor: Tania Bhattacharya
Cover lllustration: Rituparna Chatterjee
Sincere Thanks to: Anindita M, Bipasa L,
Debasish C, Debarati T, Manas G, Rima B,
Shouvik R, Sohini C, Sourav S, Sushanta C
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Give your child an academic advantage
in school and beyond!

Kumon helps your child become a better learner:
The Kumaon Method helps children ages 3 through high school advance their math and reading skills.
Many of our students are studying above grade level.
For over 50 years, Kumon has benefited millions of kids around the world.

SCHEDULE A FREE PARENT ORIENTATION TODAY! ,

Kumon Math & Reading Centers of

DANVILLE SAN RAMON
4125 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Suite 180 9260 Alcosta Blvd,, Building B, Suite 14
Danville, CA 94506 SanRamon, CA 94583
925-736-5544 e kumon.com/danville 925-803-9870 e kumon.com/san-ramon
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Rates are still low—

now is a good time to
consider a new mortgage.

It's a good time to think about buying a new home or

refinancing. There are many options out there and it may

seem overwhelming. Call me today and Il be happy to
answer your guestions and help you find the mortgage

that's right for you!

“
-
CHASE
SO YOU CAN

Nirmalya Modak, Mortgage Banker
C: 408-829-0041
nirmalya.modak@chase.com
http://homeloan.chase.com/nirmalya.modak
NMLS ID: 633685

& Y e &

@ Al home lending products are subject to credit and property approval. Rates, program terms and conditions are subject to change without notice.
tenben  Not all products are available in all states or for all amounts. Other restrictions and limitations apply. ©2016 JPMorgan Chase & Co. 78292H-0815
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“No questions asked” Personalize online filing Local offices wit
guarantee with Screen Sharing CPASs, EA & Tax Experts
Available 24/7 BestCustomerservice
year round 4.8outof5starsrating

Tarana Dance Academy, A Kathak Dan
Center, provides training to both childy
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San Ramon

CALIFORNIA

CITY OF SAN RAMON

7000 BOLLINGER CANYON ROAD
SAN RAMON, CALIFORNIA 94583

PHONE: 925.973.2500

Www.sanramon.ca.gov

Greetings,

has to offer.

August 30, 2017

As the Mayor of the City of San Ramon I am delighted to welcome
Agomoni. I am pleased your organization selected San Ramon as the
venue for Durga Puja 2017, a two day socio-cultural extravaganza.

The City of San Ramon offers an unparalleled quality of life that
families from all over the world have come to enjoy. I hope you have
the opportunity to take advantage of the many amenities San Ramon

The City Council congratulates Agomoni for its mission to bring people together, giving
them a reason to smile and have fun together through organizing charitable causes and
community events that promote peace, harmony, and well-being. Your commitment to
organize events that benefit the community, celebrate diverse cultures and provide a

platform for performing arts is to be lauded.

Thank you for your efforts to use your collective influence to enhance lives. The guiding
principles behind Agomoni which include learning to give, to accept differences, to work
together as one has a definite impact on our community, which contributes greatly to our

success.

Again, welcome and enjoy. We look forward to helping make your visit to San Ramon

pleasurable as you participate in Durga Puja 2017.

Wishing Agomoni continued success!
Best Regards,

Bill Clarkson, Mayor

City of San Ramon

WWWwW.agomoni.org www.facebook.com/bayareaAgomoni
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COMMITTEES

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. BOX 942849 Aﬁﬁgmh[g VICE CHAIR: HIGHER EDUCATION
SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0016 TRANSPORTATION
(916) 319-2016 p . ﬁ]" . BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS
FAX (916) 319-2116 1’[{1]1‘};‘[131 Ci]ag‘[ﬁ[ai’ure PRIVACY AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
JOINT LEGISLATIVE AUDIT

DISTRICT OFFICE
2440 CAMINO RAMON, SUITE 345
SAN RAMON, CA 94583
(925) 328-1515
FAX {925) 328-1514

CATHARINE B. BAKER

ASSEMBLYWOMAN, SIXTEENTH DISTRICT

September 23, 2017

Dear Agomoni,

On behalf of the 16" Assembly District, | wish you a happy and successful Durga Puja
celebration!

Durga Puja is one of the biggest festivals celebrated in the Indian subcontinent. While it is a
glorious celebration of the victory of good over evil through worship of Goddess Durga, it is also
a social-cultural-gastronomical extravaganza. This is a time to reunite with friends and family,
enjoy food, and join together in peace and harmony. Thank you for bringing this wonderful
cultural festival to the Tri-Valley for all of the East Bay to enjoy.

It is an honor to serve the 16" Assembly District as your representative. |look forward to the

great work we will accomplish together in promoting cultural diversity, philanthropic service,
and inclusiveness. If | can ever be of service, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Again, | wish Agomoni a wonderful Durga Pujal

Warm regards,

(E7 B Bl

CATHARINE B. BAKER
Assemblywoman, 16" District

WWWwW.agomoni.org www.facebook.com/bayareaAgomoni
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MAKE YOUR EVENTS MORE SPECIAL

FREMONT | SANTACLARA DUBLIN

3988 Washington Blvd, | 1855 El camino real, Santa Clara, 8937 San Ramon Rd,
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+Open-Silicon

Nalivaras
pelivered

1§ System-Optimized ASIC Solutions

Open

Trustworthy Business Holistic
ASIC : 1 System-Level

Supplier

Spec2Chip

- ARM® TCoE
- ARM Approved Design Partner

- Interlaken
- HBM2 IP Subsystem

TCoE (Technology Center of Excellence), FEC (Forward Error Correction), HBM (High Bandwidth Memory)

Open-Sitcon is o trademark and s2rvice mark ol Open Siicon e, segetered in the Unted Sttes
and other jwiséictons Al other trademarks ane the progerty of their respactive holdess

www.open-silicon.com | info@open-silicon.com
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we answer the call

GROUPWARE

TECHNOLOGY

%

Vigit us at: http://www.groupwaretech.com/

Ve Answer the Call
On-Demand IT-=Solutions Delivering Value and Agility.

LIARN MORE

Transformative Technology

Next Generation Data Center Solutions to Accelerate
Innovation and Growth,

LEARN MORE

IT Elevated
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The Thunderstorm

Neetra Chakrabarti, Grade 4

| was the only one who stopped and listened,

And watched the sky as it glistened.
A million raindrops fell to the ground.
Making a lively yet soothing sound.
And then it sang such a pleasing song,
It'll stay with me my whole life long.
It seemed every single passing cloud
Were chanting words of hope and love,
And the joyous earth spread her arms
And smiled at the skies above.
Listen to the sound of every drop;
As each one falls with a plop
Onto grassy plains and sandy dunes.
Churning out the loveliest tunes.
The thunderstorm is calling me,
Maybe to go out and see
A flashing bolt light up the sky,

Or hear the winds as they fly.

To feel the rain on my cheeks,

As cool as the snow on mountain peaks
But most of all to say good bye....

As the sun creeps back into the sky.
And then the storm stops, wind and all,
Slowly the raindrops cease to fall.
The clouds whisper as they roll away,
“I'll be back another day.”

Now everytime | see a grey cloud,
| run outside and shout out loud,
“Stop grey cloud, stay for a little long
My heart yearns for that lovely song..
The song of the rain heard long before,
To see the lightning strike
And hear your deafening roar

Friends

My Mom
Isha Sarkar, Grade 8

A mom guards you through every day and night,
A mom holds you tight through every sorrow,
During hard times, a mom shows you her might,
And you know that she will always follow,
Without my mom | am the half of a whole,
Without my mom I’ve got no hand to hold,
Without my mom | am an empty hole,
Without my mom, my life is very cold,

My mom has the best cooking in the world.
My mom is the best friend | ever had.

My mom makes me feel like I'm in dream world.
My mom is the reason | am so glad.

A teacher, friend, therapist, and much more,
Is why my mom always makes my heart soar.

Fluffy Cat
Aditya Mondal, Grade 2

There was a cat.
He had a hat.
He was small.

But not tall.
He was fluff.

But he was tough.
He had some cheese.
But he liked peas.
He had some yarn.
But he liked his barn.

Srishti Mazumdar, Grade 4

WwWw.agomoni.org
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Angkor Wat
A man-made wonder of the world

Reina and Aaria Mitra, Grade 5

This summer, we visited Angkor Wat on our way to India.
Angkor Wat (means “Temple City”) is a temple complex in
Cambodia which is the largest religious monument in the
world and considered by many as one of the man-made
wonders of the world. It was originally constructed as a Hindu
temple of god Vishnu by Khmer kind Suryavarman Il in early
12th century and gradually transformed into a Buddhist
temple toward the end of the 12th century. With new
researches including the ground-penetrating radar scanning
technology used by University of Sydney, found that there are
several hundreds of temples around Angkor Wat spread
across 400sq km area and it is assumed that the local
economical and agricultural system could have supported one
million people during the peak of Khmer dynasty. In 1992,
Angkor Wat was declared as one of the ‘World Heritage Site’
by UNESCO.

The nearest airport city is Seam Reap in Cambodia and you
can take one of the daily two-hour flights from Singapore.
There are several good hotels close to the temple that
provide very good services to their guests and make them
feel very comfortable with airport pickups and continental
breakfast. Hotel employees were very nice and took very
good care of us. In general, Cambodians are very polite and
friendly people and since many of them speak english, it
made our stay very enjoyable. If you go to Cambodia, don’t
miss a ‘tuk-tuk’ ride, very similar ‘to-to’ in Kolkata, but they
even carry ice cold water and cold wet towel for free to help
you with the tropical hot and humid weather.

To visit Angkor Wat, its better if you hire a tourist guide who
can help you customize your trip based on your time and
preference. Since there are hundreds of temple to see, it is
important that you pick the temples you would definitely like

to see. We chose to see Angkor Wat, Angkor Thom, Bayon
temple and Ta Prohm temple. Each temple has its own
unique architectural style and grandeur.

Angkor Thom (The Great City) is one of the greatest cities of
the world of it’s time that supported one million people at
some point. It was established in the late twelfth century by
king Jayavarman VIl and it covers an area of 9 square km. The
entrance gate of Angkor Thom city is depicted by classic
Hindu mythological story of “Sumudra Manthan”. In fact,
snakes are pretty common theme (especially as a “protector”
of the temple) at any temple in the whole of Angkor Wat
complex.

At the centre of the Angkor Thom city is Jayavarman’s state
temple, the Bayon. The Prasat Bayon temple is most famous
because of its four-faced statues made out of big stones and
considered to be one of the most popular iconic images used
worldwide. We were speechless looking at these huge four
headed statues and thinking how anybody could build so
many of such complex stone sculptures without any modern
technologies.

Ta Prohm temple was built in 12th century is approximately
one km east of Angkor Thom. The photogenic and
atmospheric combination of trees growing out of the ruins
and the jungle surroundings have made it one of Angkor’s
most popular temples with visitors. UNESCO inscribed Ta

WwWw.agomoni.org
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Prohm on the World Heritage List in 1992. The restoration
work of Ta Prohm temple is being jointly carried out by

Archeological Survey of India and APSARA (Authority for the
Protection and Management of Angkor and the Region of

Siem Reap).

-_——_

The Angkor night market at Seam Reap is bustling with many
people and a must see for any tourist. This market only opens
in night and there is so much to explore and buy. The prices
are very reasonable and you can also bargain to reduce
further. They have many pretty things to buy such as
necklaces, fans, and even rice paintings, clothes, memento
and all are local made and support local economy. We also
visited Angkor museum that takes you back literally to 8t to
15 century Khmer dynasty. It also made us feel amazing to
be in a room with literally thousand Buddhas.

" T

We also came to know that several well-known Hollywood
movies and documentaries are based on Angkor Wat and
several other temples. The most popular ones are ‘Laura
Croft’s Tomb Raider’, ‘Lost City of Angkor Wat’ by National
Geographic, ‘Angkor Redecouvert’ by ARTE of France and
‘Jungle Atlantis’ by BBC. We promised our self to watch those
movies and documentaries when we come back to US.

What a delightful and historical trip that will remain in our
mind for a long time!
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Cities and Suburbs - Through the Eyes of

Rupsaa Goswami, Grade 5

Prakriti — Colors of Youth
Anwesa Goswami, Grade 12
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VARSHA PATEL AND SAGAR EXCLUSIVE TEAM

www.sagarexclusive.com

Sunnyvale Showroom Dublin Showroom
Open7 Days, 11 am - 8 pm (PST) Open7 Days, 11 am - 8 pm (PST)
Phone: 408 730 1126 Phone: 925 587 1502

24 Hours Customer Service: 510 512 2950
Email: sagarexclusive@yahoo.com
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Banarasi

Tania Bhattacharya

My dad was only five years old when my grandpa bought
our house in this South Calcutta neighborhood. South
Calcutta, meaning anywhere south of Esplanade was
mostly a village at that time. More woods than houses,
ponds around every corner, narrow uneven streets pitch
dark after seven in the evening; you could even hear a
jackal in the eerie hours of night! That was more than sixty
years ago.

Just like human, neighborhoods too grow up. Some of the
older residents sold their houses and moved elsewhere.
Some of the old timers were no more. Others, who
remained, accepted the waves of change that came with
the passage of time. Thus, looking back at my childhood, |
remember at least a hundred houses in place of the dozen
odd ones from my dad's young age. Ponds were no longer
to be seen. Stretches of woods lost their battle to bricks
and concrete. Jackals and ducks moved further south to the
real villages. We were no longer the 'south suburbs’; we
were Calcutta, very much in it. The only person who
reminded of the simpler times of bygone days was
Banarasi.

Banarasi was the old cook at the yellow-three-storied-
house-round-the-corner. Her husband hailed from Banaras,
thus when he brought his newlywed wife to Kolkata, the
womenfolk never thought twice before calling the young
teenager bride Banarasi. Apparently, it never occurred to
anyone that the poor young girl could even have a name of
her own! That was a really long time ago, even before my
grandpa bought our house in this neighborhood.

No one now knew how old Banarasi is. Very few bothered.
Even when my mom came to this house as a new bride,
Banarasi had all white hair and black teeth. Now this brings
me to the appearance of Banarasi. About five foot tall, little
thicker than a stick, very dark complexion, few strands of
white jute like hair and tobacco stained dirty teeth. Little
similarity with a Banarasi saree, huh? Well, that is how she
looked five years ago, twenty five years ago, and if | am to
decide, probably, even fifty years ago!

Her husband died years before | was born. The family that
employed her as a cook sold their house and moved to

another city. Banarasi was very hopeful that mashima (i.e.
her landlady) will take her with them. Evidently, the
mashima did not share her sentiments and did not think
twice before completely abandoning her without a job or
even a roof over her head. Neighbors felt pity, someone
offered her cash to buy a train ticket and go back to
Banaras but she declined. This was her home. She didn't
even remember the village she left at fifteen years of age.
Finally, the new owners of the yellow-three-storied-house-
round-the-corner offered help. They allowed her to stay in
the outhouse. No cook's job, no money. That was almost
thirty years ago.

Hlustration by Sathi Chaudhury

Looking back at it, it is amazing how she survived! She lived
happily in the crumbling old outhouse with a pit toilet, doing
chores for the neighborhood women. One day she made
pickle for the Banerjees, next day she helped put together a
comforter for the Das family. Mornings she took
neighborhood kids to school, and afternoons did groceries
for the elderly.

School life came and went. We went on our different paths.
If we met Banarasi on our way to work we smiled at her,
'how are you?' hardly waiting for her to answer. Often, we
pushed a ten rupee note in her palms and said, 'buy some
sweets!' Her eyes moistened. By the time she wiped them
with her torn pallu, we were already gone, leaving her in the
middle of the road with a mint fresh note in her soiled
hands.
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One year | was extremely lucky to manage some PTOs and
went home for the Durga puja. On Saptami evening, all
childhood friends gathered in our local Durga puja pandal
and reminisced of old times. That is where | heard Banarasi’s
name after almost a decade!

‘Banarasi? Is she still alive?’ Mili blurted out. ‘Well, seems
like you guys don't know the latest!” Babloo elaborated.

Apparently, the yellow-three-storied-house-round-the-
corner was again put up for sale. The buyers did not want
Banarasi and her outhouse as a part of the deal. The local
political party somehow got involved and finally the seller
had to lower the price while the buyer had to agree to let
Banarasi stay at the outhouse. These days Banarasi sweeps
the floor of the party office every day for free and in return
the party workers take care of her (i.e. keep an eye if she is
dead or alive). We were amazed! We were spell bound!
Ultimately, we felt relieved - At least, someone is looking
after her.

Durga puja was over. Before long, it was the last day before
my flight. Mom was making my favorite kachoris when the
phone rang. It was Munni. ‘Banarasi is dead.’
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I'd be lying if | said | was overwhelmed with grief when |
heard the news. Maybe because it was so sudden, may be
because | was disconnected from Banarasi for so long — but
fact of the matter is, | could not feel a thing! An enormous
emotional vacuum engulfed me as | held the phone to my
ears while not hearing a word Munni was saying. “Can you
come down to the outhouse? We are all going there now”,
she said finally. A visit to the outhouse! After almost 25
years! Mom turned the gas off. | slipped on my sandals.

As | reached there with a growingly heavy heart, | could not
comprehend what | saw. There were at least three trucks full
of men. Party festoons, flowers, incense sticks - as if some big
political leader has passed away! As | pushed myself through
the crowd, | saw Chintoo standing in a corner. He told me
about the drama that has been unfolding in the last couple of
hours. Banarasi failed to sweep the party office yesterday.
When she did not turn up even today, someone came to
check on her and found her dead. They called a doctor who
said she has probably died last night. Imnmediately the local
councilor was paged. It became an event for the ruling
political party. With election coming up soon, it was the
perfect opportunity to reinforce their gareeb-ka-bandhu
image! Of course, we had to pay respects by emptying our
wallets to the donation box.
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The funeral procession was talk of the town for years!
Banarasi, who was mostly an invisible entity for the most
part of her life, made quite a stir after her death. Her last
journey caused a messy traffic jam in the main road during
rush hours; made local shopkeepers very upset who had to
'voluntarily' donate all the things needed for the funeral and
last but not the least, made a dent in the post-puja month-
end household budget of the middleclass neighbors.

As the funeral procession left for the burning ghaat,
Chintoo, Munni, Puja and | turned to go home. The
outhouse stood alone in shambles behind us. All of
Banarasi's worldly possessions were being taken to the

party office. She did not have a lot - only a broken trunk, a
few old torn clothes, a worn out blanket and a framed
black and white photograph. It was taken decades ago
during a kangali bhojan event organized by the Durga puja
committee. In the picture, Banarasi was squatting in the
middle with a plate full of khichdi and surrounding her
were a bunch of happy kids. If you look really close, you
may identify Puja on her right, Chintoo beside Puja and me
on the extreme left.

That very moment, gone was the vacuum and | burst into
tears.
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A Trusted name since 1970

22K GOLD AND DIAMOND JEWELRY

Please visit our new and spatkling location

AT

4548 DUBLIN BLVD.
DUBLIN CA 94568
PHONE: 925-248-2280

Opening Special

10-20%

Our Current Locations

5162 Mowry Ave
Fremont CA 94538
Phone: 510-713-1040

23811 104th Ave SE Ste 102

Kent WA 98031

Phone: 206-334-1467
info@kumarjewelersinc.com

www.kumarjewelersinc.com
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There's a bank
that still remembers
who it works for

We are proud to support the Agomoni - Durga Puja 2017

At Bank of the West we like to start banking relationships by listening to our customers.
Taking the time to know you and your needs helps us recommend personal banking,

business banking and wealth management services that may be right for you.

BANKS:WEST

| BNP PARIBAS

Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender. 2 © 2017 Bank of the West.
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We offer big financing
for big dreams

B Jumbo Loans up to $4,000,000*

® Mini Jumbo home loans available from $417,001 to $650,000 with
as low as 5% cash down?

B Reduced interest rate with a 0.125% Relationship Pricing Discount®

To find out more

Visit bankofthewest.com/mortgage or call 844-777-2689.

"<l BANKS:WEST
9% BNP PARIBAS

" All loans subject to credit approval, standard mortgage qualifications, and underwriting requirements. Additional fees, conditions, and restrictions may apply. Discount is off the
promissory note rate. Not applicable to Home Equity Lines of Credit. Relationship Pricing Interest Rate Discount requires loan applicants to establish a Bank of the West personal
checking account and automatic mortgage payment and is subject to the terms of a Relationship Pricing Promotion Agreement. Minimum opening deposit for a Bank of the West
checking account ranges from $100 depending on the type of checking account you choose.

2 Private mortgage insurance may be required with a down payment of less than 20% on adjustable and fixed rate, fully amortizing loan products, when used for purchasing
primary or second homes, or for limited cash-out refinances.

Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender. 2Y © 2017 Bank of the West.
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PNG Jewelers INC
820E El Camino Real, Sunnyvale, Ca 94087. Ph.: (408) 245-6764
3760 Mowry Ave., Fremont, Ca 94538. Ph.: (510) 791-3357
www.pngjewelers.com
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Colors of India

Sudip Das

Top Left: Golden Hour
Camel fair at Puskar (Rajasthan, India) on Kartik Purnima. The scene shows camel traders bringing their
camels to fair ground.

Bottom Left: Spirit
Curtain raiser program of Cultural Olympiad 2016 (Greece). The curtain raiser program was held at
Courtyard of Indian Museum, Kolkata. This is Buddhist Martial Art shown by a Manipuri Troop.

Right: Ecstasy
Shoot at Jorasako Thakurbari during Basanta Utsav 2016
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1709 Yosemite Blvd. Modesto, CA 95354 (209) 571-0133

NEW & USED INSTRUMENTS
FOR STUDENTS & PROFESSIONALS

SALES | d RENTALS

LESSON STUDIOS | g REPAIRS
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Visit Apuroopar @ Agomonis

Showcasing wide range of
exclusive savees: ..

Trendy Ancukalis, Pallazzos,
Dupattos:..

and move:..

Contact us:

Facebook: apuroopaboutique

Phone /
whatsapp: 310-733-7580 / 408-761-4591

website: www.apuroopa.com

We are located at:
4684 Borina Dr,
San Jose CA 95129

WWWwW.agomoni.org www.facebook.com/bayareaAgomoni




Impressions
Ahana Mukherjee, Grade 5
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Ma Durga and Her Children
Aryaman Majumder, Grade 1
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TVPD
Constructions

Consulting
LLC.

LIHome Remodeling

UKitchen & Bathroom Remodel

JElectrical
JPlumbing
UPainting
JRetexture
JIWood Floor

Prem Vazirani

2421 Canyon Lake Drive
San Ramon, CA — 94583, USA

Cell: (925) 786-5675 Email: padrema@gmail.com
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Within the Top 20 Agents Internationally by Keller Williams in 201 6!

BeIfe W, R RS IS ST @A ST TR (Fa7|

0%0 A Qﬁ? ‘ST W: 05 F Wﬁg@- ‘FT', 305Q RAMA MEHRA and her exceptional
team offer you the most trusted
() Yﬁﬁ‘hﬁ 8 JFAE (P IPEAPTN | 0SS T &F expertise and proven knowledge of
SFET o ﬁm FYT am W nms Bay Area Real Estate to ensure you a
: ARG 25 O ’ : i sn}moth and successful lransactﬁon.
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NOIERICIRY ‘W_Q’ @fF@® 08¢ T O a3 Rama is a Top-Rated Agent in San

Ramon with over 115+ Glowing
Reviews on Zillow!
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+ Toll Brothers Top Sales Award 2014, 2015
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’,% ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

: DW)M: LOBO-D'CUNHA
o Ja/Fowmel NF1T

[ b6, SIFF (@1, &A1 W, (FHIF 7 - Bengali
Music 60s - 80s
hitps://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=bengali%?2
0music%20505%20-%2080s, & ST BT -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmJMCSOD674, B S lirdre pw

RICE] : J ST - X ! - = -
https://www.voutube.ﬁ/ﬁf’?v:CzllhDROGFA&t * website: www.clavusa.com 650-270-9870
=863s

LOCATIONS ¢ Mona Khan Company Studio - Cupertino
+ San Ramon Community Centre - San Ramon
* Bravo Dance Studio - Fremont
+ Netra for the Arts - Foster City
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Individuals & Families
Anita Banerjee
Anupam & Debarati Talapatra
Arabindo Chakraborty
Asit & Sima Chakraborty
Bijoy Sarkar & Pragya Dasgupta
Greg Souza
Jagannath Prasanth Samavedam &
Sonali Chatterjee
Jinay Shah
Mou & Saumyabrata Bandyopadhyay
Nirmalendu & Sagarika Das
Nirmalya & Sumita Modak
Praveen Kumar
Prem Vazirani
Rama Mehra
Rewa kumar
Sanjoy & Baishakhi Bhattacharya
Saurabh Saxena
Shan & Sanchita Choudhury
Shyamal & Millie Roy
Sonal Basu
Sudip & Mithu Ghosh
Suman & Sanchita Bhattacharya
Sumedh Bhattacharya
Vikram Kalyanaraman

We thank our Donors and Sponsors for their generous

". £ contributions!

Businesses
Admissions Placement
Apoorva Boutique
Bank of the West
Biriyani Bow!

Business Links
Divine Kaya
Element 5 Designs (Shailaja
Yellapragada)

Exotica by Jay (Jayanthi Mutyala)
Genpact
Golnazar Gourmet Icecream
Groupware
Ingram & Brauns Musik Shoppe
Kumar Jewelers
Kumon, San Ramon
Lobo Music
Manisha Jewellers
Morgan Stanley
New Learning Grove Academy
Open Silicon
P C Chandra Group
PNG Jewelers
Radio Zindagi
Rakhi Katariya - Mehndi
UCEAZY
United Tax
Uppal Dental
Varsha Patel Designer Boutique
Vastra Boutiq
Woods N Things (Vandana Jain)
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With Best Compliments From

GENPACT LEAN DIGITAL

GENERATING IMPACT ™

A global professional services firm focused on
delivering digital transformation for our clients

We use Lean Digitals™ approach to deliver disruptive business outcomes
to our clients with our excellent domain and industry expertise.

Genpact Coray”

Real-World Al

Génpact Cora |- Contact Us

\ % g
J Accelerate digital transformation

¥y F Artificial Intelligence
(A al
(

Generating impact
by re imagining your :;{ /O A]-‘?lilﬁ:q;tal withmeasurable business
bUSineSS ) outcomes

—— Analytics
\ N Fine-tune operations tomake smarter

th— decisions

For two decades, first as a General Electric division and since 2005 as
an independent company, we have been passionately serving our clients.

For additional information, visit www.genpact.com.
Follow GENPACT on LinkedIn, Twitter, YouTube, and Facebook.
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The Day Football Died
Dipnajan Chattopadhyay

No, it did not happen in a day. The death has been a
slow one. And no, globally the game of football is
not dead in most places. It is doing better than ever.
Alive and kicking. But Bengal's football and Bengali
passion about it died in the eighties. An eyewitness
account of that tragic death follows.

(o)

| am not quite sure what the opening scene of my
nostalgic Bengali football film will be, but the
soundtrack will definitely have the line: Mohun
Bagan maatth theke Ajay Basu bolchhi (Ajay Basu
speaking from Mohun Bagan football ground)
somewhere in it. Even today that one line uttered in
a resonant voice on Calcutta A station (Medium
Wave: Frequency 657, Meters 456.6) from those
pre-DoorDarsharn days evokes a lot of happy
memories of excitement and apprehension. Even
after DoorDarshan, with a logo that uncannily
resembles a football, had started broadcasting the
major football matches and some friendly kid's rich
dad had finally managed to purchase the first
Sonodyne B&W TV set of the neighborhood, one had
to fall back to good old All India Radio for the minor
matches. That one line would also reveal everything
you ever needed to know about a Bengali: religion
(hint: not Mohammedan Sporting Club ground), on
which side of a fateful 2216 kms line their
grandparents grew up (hint: not East Bengal
ground) and consequently the most important bit -
their epicurean preferences. Life was simple back
then. Bengali families with both ghoti and bangal
members were not unheard of, but the frequency of
such anomalies was as greatly exaggerated as
reports of Mark Twain's death were. However, the
reports of manslaughter and suicides in those hybrid
families during and after a Mohun Bagan-East Bengal
match were entirely accurate.

Calcutta football was not just about the three big
clubs. Clubs like Aryans, George Telegraph, Eastern
Railways, Port Trust, Tollygunge Agragami and Bally
Protibha played a very important role in a vibrant
football scene: grooming budding talent, providing
jobs to footballers and coaches, stimulating fan
following in villages, small towns and offices and
snatching those occasional but all-important points
from the big three. The Mohun Bagan-East Bengal
League match, however, was the D-day - the
unofficial final match in a round robin Calcutta
League of twenty-odd teams. Quite often both of
them would make it to the finals of national
knockout tournaments like IFA Shield, Durand Cup,
Rovers Cup and Federation Cup as well. Those were
the days when streets of West Bengal suburbs and
villages would be empty and stores would drop
shutters hours before the match started. Flags were
bought and Abir leftovers from Dol (Holi) were dug
out in eager anticipation. During the match, one
could hear the commentary in any part of a town
even when they were not carrying a radio with
them. In those pre-Jubo-Bharati-Krirangan days in
Calcutta, more people would gather outside the
Mohun Bagan and East Bengal Maidan grounds than
what could fit inside the stadium. With pocket radios
turned on at full volume and held right next to their
eardrums, they would excitedly wait for those four
magic letters: g-o-a-l. Which side scored that illusive
goal would determine the price of llish and Chingri
maachh for next several days. As George Bernard
Shaw wisely noted, a Ghoti and his Fish are
intricately tied. For me, a die-hard Mohun Bagan
supporter but a closet llish fan, a Mohun Bagan
victory brought with it the sweet bonus of Ganga's
fresh llish at a bargain price.

Folklores of barefoot Mohun Bagan's incredible
1911 IFA shield triumph against the goras,
exploits of Samad and Gostho Paul, legendary
Mohammedan Sporting team of 1930s, FIFA's refusal
to let barefoot Indian team take part in 1950 world
cup, India's 1951 Asian Games gold, magic (I mean
atrocities) of East Bengal's Panchapandab -
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Store Location:
200 Serra Way, #38, Milpitas, CA
Next to Serra Theatres

Phone:408-657-3336

FEmail: vastraboutiginfo@gmail.com
s Xe, TFollow us on:

. 48 } facebook,com/vastra.boutig

WWWwW.agomoni.org www.facebook.com/bayareaAgomoni




Ahmed Khan, Venkatesh, Saleh, AppaRao and
Dhanraj - in fifties and Shailen Manna's resolute
defense against them, Chuni Goswami's brilliance in
sixties, P K Banerjee-Chuni Goswami-Balaram-
Journal Singh inspired Asian Games gold in 1962, the
creditable fourth place finish in 1956 Olympics and
Neville DeSouza's hat-trick, the bronze in 1970 Asiad
aroused not only passion, but also a sense of pride
and nationalism. Bengali fiction and non-fiction
writing by the likes of amazingly gifted Moti Nandy
in  magazines like Khela, Khelar Asar, and
Anandamela reinforced those folklores.

Unfortunately it all slowly fell apart in the eighties. It
started with the live broadcast of world cup football
and the introduction of Jawharlal Nehru Gold

Cup. 1982 was the first world cup broadcast live by
DoorDarshan and, in the middle of enjoying Zico's
brilliance, Maradona's promise of future greatness,
Rossi's opportunism and an epic France-West
Germany semifinal - dawned a painfully sad
realization: there was a very wide gulf between
Calcutta Maidan and the best of world football. The
reality was driven home more directly and ruthlessly
in the Jawharlal Nehru Gold cup invitational
tournament which also started in 1982. Studded
with world-cupper studs those teams started to
pummel our gods mercilessly. All of a sudden Bidesh
Bose's run on the left wing, Surojit Sengupta's body
swerves and the crosses from the right wing,
Krishanu Dey's dribbles, Sishir Ghosh's headers and
Prasun Banerjee's left-footed free-kicks lost their
magic. And a year later, on the same Sonodyne set,

we watched eleven Indians performing a new
magic at Lord's and suddenly transforming a
leisurely game of rich and elitist Indians into a
national obsession. The world of Calcutta football
was never quite the same again.

"To think of football as merely 22 hirelings
kicking a ball is merely to say that a violin is
wood and cat-gut, Hamlet so much ink and
paper. It is conflict and art." - IB Priestly

True, but it is a game too - with a winner and a loser.
It is not possible to get excited and passionate about
a team that always loses, loses big and while losing,
does not even look like playing the same game as
the best in the business is playing. A Bengali did not
have to shun his Ray and Ghatak when he discovered
Truffaut and Bufuel. He could effortlessly switch
between his Tagore and Eliot. But after watching the
World Cup, Jawharlal Nehru Gold cup and Indian
one-day cricket triumphs on the screens of
DoorDarshan, he could never again find the same
passion about football.

No, Baichung Bhutiya's brief stint at a third-tier
Manchester Bury does not redeem anything. Any
Mohun Bagani worth his salt knows that Chuni
Goswami had an offer from Tottenham Hotspur in
the 60s. He refused because Mohun Bagan back then
was much stronger than the Spurs :-) and in Calcutta
he was treated like a god - a god mightier than even
the great Uttam Kumar. He was also a decent Ranji
player, but never wanted to improve his cricket and
make it to the national side because cricket was not
important enough. So after breaking his knee while
playing football, when a certain teenager decided to
switch to cricket in late eighties - it was not only the
best career move by a Bengali since Michael
Madhusudan and Bankim Chandra gave up writing in
English, it also epitomized the end of an era.
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Bay AreaHomes

Sonal Patel Basu

Realtor/ Brokers Lic. 01795383

Gopinath P

1o L

YOUR CARING PARTNERS

f Website

Mobiie 408.204 3341 We will hold your hands through the
Office 408.615.4294 whole home buying process. From
Fax 800.248.3805 SISt e At
2 selecting the best honie to picking
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HelloBots Brings the Fun of LEGO
Robotics to the San Jose

Community
Labanya Mukhopadhyay, Grade 12

As the world around us advances through the world
of technology, it is likely that future generations will
depend on technology as a main necessity in life. But
how will these young generations know what the
future has in store for them without getting the
proper exposure at a young age?

I, currently a senior at Evergreen Valley High School,
was drawn into robotics from my fourth grade. |
noticed that robotics was an activity that only
privileged children had access to and girls steered
away from it due to preconceived misconceptions.
As a captain of an all-girls FTC robotics team in
school, | observed how robotics could open up a new
dimension of knowledge, and could change one’s
attitude towards science and education. That
inspired me to start the HelloBots LEGO robotics
program in the summer of 2015 for the ethnically
diverse and primarily immigrant children in San Jose.
This was the first LEGO robotics program for the
students of Alum Rock community.

HelloBots organizes 5 to 6 weeks workshops for 4 -
8th grade children about how to build and program a
robot using Lego Mindstorm, completely free of
cost. | am fortunate to have received great support
and inspiration from San Jose Branch librarians and
local elementary and middle school principals to
make this a successful program.

HelloBots runs workshops at five Public Branch
Libraries and after-school classes at two public

school districts in San Jose. We arranged an all-girls
workshop called “HelloBots for Her” with an aim to
encourage more young girls to the world of
technology and robotics. So far HelloBots served
more than 500 children from San Jose and beyond
and also offers Advanced level workshops, where
children with basic robotics knowledge can explore
further.

This program has been recognized by the City of San
Jose with a commendation from the Mayor, Sam
Liccardo, and last Vice Mayor, Rose Herrera for the
contribution to San Jose community. According to
Diana Learned, a librarian at the Alum Rock Public
Library, “The HelloBots program has been successful
and brought a new, high-tech offering to the low-
income, primarily immigrant community served in
the Alum Rock area.” HelloBots is a proud recipient
of generous grants from San Jose chapter of
Awesome Foundation and National Center for
Women & Information Technology (NCWIT).

HelloBots has organized an exciting LEGO Robothon,
a fun robotics competition for 4-8 grade students in
the summer of 2016 and 2017. Here participants
could use their imaginations to build and program a
robot in teams, with guidance from instructors, and
compete for prizes in a friendly setting. All attendees
won prizes and certificates, personally signed by the
last Vice Mayor, Rose Herrera and District 8
Councilwoman, Sylvia Arenas. These events were
sponsored by San Jose Mayor’s office and many local
businesses. This Robothon is the first of its kind in
San Jose to foster STEM education to our youth in
the most fun and creative way possible, LEGO
robotics!

Hellobots have grown now to a strong team of ten
dedicated volunteers. We are determined to reach
out to every child in San Jose and beyond. For more
information about the Robothon, upcoming
sessions, volunteering opportunities, and donations
please visit www.hellobots.com, a non-profit
organization registered in California.

QEGTET29

WWWwW.agomoni.org www.facebook.com/bayareaAgomoni



http://www.hellobots.com/
http://www.hellobots.com/

IS ety s
over 20,000 families Serving the community for over 20 years

believe it brings good

Juck when they buy Famous for @ @
Gold & Jewelry from 22 Karat Jewelery @

Manisha Jewelers §
g . Available NOW

Dussehra

Visit store & be amazed

408 249. 389‘8\

Our Motto

Best Selling

) Excellent selection

SpQCial Prices @ ’ of latest & uncut

Diamond Jewelry

Highest Stock, Best Quality & Best Price < Check weight of Jewelery!
than any store in the Bay Area. Our Weight-wise Price s the

Best-in-Town

Sunnyvale, CA 94087 - |
Fax: 408.249.3897 Closed Mondays Quahty Of GOld

With Best Compliments From

DIVINE

WWWwW.agomoni.org www.facebook.com/bayareaAgomoni




FTHANT O3 (I(F N2 (E 1% TG 3@ w7 !

A Huge Shout Out to our dedicated team for making Agomoni Durga
Pujo a Grand Success!

President: Avijit Laha
Vice President: Debasish Chakraborty
Secretary: Anindita Mitra
Treasurer: Manas Goswami

Board Members at Large: Shankar Roy, Mausumi Biswas

Puja Facilities Food
Subhasis Banerjee Partha Mitra Arindam Chakrabarti
Anindita Mitra Anirban Mitra Anindita Chakraborty
Anindita Chakraborty Anirban Sain Bipasa Laha
Anita Banerjee Arnab Sengupta Gopa Banerjee
Baishakhi Bhattacharya Bijoy Sarkar Sudipto Saha
Bipasa Laha Pathikrit Dutta Prantik Chakraborty
Debjani Mitra Rajib Bhakat
Jaya Mitra Sankar Chanda
Maupali Dasgupta Shan Choudhury Cultural
Mausumi Biswas Satyaki Das Anupam Talapatra
Gopa Banerjee Saurav Lahiri Aparna Mukherjee
Mumu Pain Sudip Ghosh Arindam Mukherjee
Sanjoy Bhattacharya Suman Pain Bipasa Laha
Saswati Dutta Devayanee Mitra
Sayantika Banerjee Pragya Dasgupta
PR & Media Sayantika Banerjee
. Satarupa Chakravart
Fund Raising :a.mq Bha.ttaCharya SudiptcriJ Chakrabortyy
Shouvik Ray n.lnd/ta Mitra '
Arindam Mukherjee
Avijit Laha o
Debasish Chakrabarty ) . Decoration
Debjani Roy Chowdhury Bitan BIS.WGS Arindam Mukheriee
POy Debarati Talapatra J
. Mausumi Biswas Arup Dutta
Mana.s Goswami i (B Bitan Biswas
) Sayantika Banerjee Sanjoy Bhattacharya
Sourav Banerjee Satarupa Chakravarty Subhasis Banerjee
Sourav Saha Safiiaf Eaalt Subrata Adhikari
Suman Pain Suchisubhra Sinha
Sushanta Chakrabarty
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P. C. CHANDRA
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A jewel of jewels

now on
amazon
)

The exquisite range of P. C. Chandra Jewellers will now be available on www.amazon.in.
Choose a gift for your loved ones this Puja and get them delivered to their doorstep.

www.amazon.in

Also available on www.pchandraindiaonline.com

Shop online at www.pcchandraindiaonline.com and follow us on [f3/pcchandrajewellersindia
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AGOMONI: A PHILANTHROPIC ENDEAVOR
Manas Goswami

Less than six months back, a small group of like-minded families came together and initiated an effort to bring
smiles back to the people in their local and global communities. Although we are a nascent organization with
limited resources and experience, we thrive on our dreams to make a difference in the lives of people-in-need
across the globe.

Agomoni welcomes all to our first major event in September 2017 — “Durga puja” — the celebration of autumn
which is observed across India under different names. Our primary objective for this event is to bring the
community together to celebrate Indian culture and heritage. As part of this effort, we are providing a platform for
the community to promote cultural talents and interests — almost 100 participants from the community will
perform over the two days. We will continue hosting such events throughout the year to raise awareness about
Indian heritage and culture.

One of our primary guiding principles is to give back to the community at large. More than ever in the history of
humankind, the world is in a major humanitarian crisis.

e One billion people do not have access to safe drinking water, impacting approximately 1/6% of the world’s
population primarily across Africa and other under-developed regions (source “Ryan’s Well Foundation”).

e Approximately one billion adults are illiterate and 150 million children lack access to basic education,
pushing their population below the poverty line. (source “Compassion International”)

e More than half-a-million people are homeless just in the US, and more than 1/3 of the states reported
continuous increase of homelessness (source “National Alliance to End Homelessness”).

Agomoni as an organization is fully committed to be part of the worldwide philanthropic movement to eradicate
human suffering and make the world a better place. We plan to fulfill the mission utilizing the following avenues:

Directly supporting local community — our first step towards the goal is to get involved with the tri-valley
community and support local charitable drives. We will support these causes both financially and by volunteering
actively. Agomoni members have already participated in following activities: donation of essential items (books,
toys etc.) to the Salvation Army to help children in need and volunteering at Open Heart’s kitchen to provide
healthy meals to homeless people in local communities. We will support community members in need directly as
well — for example, providing scholarships to underprivileged students to carry on with their educational
opportunities.

Supporting Charitable Organizations — With our limited funds this year, we have already started discussion with
the charitable organizations (domestic and international) for possible collaboration opportunities. For the time
being, we are exploring to support causes for clean drinking water, basic education, reduction of human trafficking,
special needs like autism, etc. Agomoni members also raised and donated a significant amount to Red Cross to
support the relief effort for Harvey victims.

Directly-managed philanthropic projects — In the long run, Agomoni will directly fund and manage execution of
charitable activities at both domestic and international locations. For example, we may help build a school in an
underdeveloped area of India or African sub-continent to ensure basic education for children.

We would like to express our gratitude to all our members, sponsors and well-wishers for supporting Agomoni
fulfill its missions today and in future.
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The Math Learning Center

We Make Math Make Sense

2240 Camino Ramon, Suite 120

San Ramon
{Next to the San Ramon City Offices)

(925) 806-0600
www.mathnasium.com
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Get a Head Start On

Math this Fall!

Is it your child’s goal to get ahead in math this fall?

Give your child a clear advantage.
Reserve your space now!

1 WEEK

FREE

TUTORING
& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon New stodants only.

Flat Monthly Fee.
Drop-in any time duving reguiar howrs,
wheanever it convenient.
4725 First Stroet, Suite 25 343 Mt Diablo Bivd.
Pleasanton
in Civio Conter Stwtion, First Sireet ot s Bolder e Wey)
(925) 462-8411 (925) 283-4200



Morgan Stanley

Morgan Stanley is proud to support
Agomoni

Hari lyer Hiten lyer

Vice President Financial Advisor

Financial Advisor 1074 Santa Barbara Street
2005 S. Broadway Santz Barbara, CA 93101

Santa Maria, CA 93454 805-564-7948

805-347-4538 hiten.iyer@morgansttanley.com
hair.iyer@morganstanley.com

£ 2077 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC SUPQOT CRCI68E1TIOVIT  CS 9000172 0817
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